WR 115 – Introduction to Writing
Instructor:
Matthew Schmidgall
Office:
BC 102C
Office hours: 
Mondays, 1:00PM – 3:00PM
Telephone:
(541) 917-4551
Email:
schmidm@linnbenton.edu
Course Texts:
· Models for Writers, Short Essays for Composition, 11th edition, Rosa & Eschholz
 Recommended materials:
· Writing utensils and paper for in-class assignments

· Flash drive for saving work in the computer lab (Protip: carry a flash drive on you at all times)

· Two Examination Blue Books for WR115 Final Exam Practice and WR115 Final Exam
Course Description
Introduces college-level critical inquiry in academic reading and writing.  Students critically read, summarize and respond in paragraph format.  Students develop expository essay writing skills, review conventions, and use individual and collaborative writing processes.  

Note: This course is transferable as an elective, but does not satisfy institutional writing requirements for the degree seeking or transfer student.
PREREQUISITE: Placement by CPT or successful completion of WR95.

WR115 OUTCOMES  
1. Write thoughtful, clear, and focused paragraphs and essays for a variety of purposes.  

2. Illustrate critical reading by clearly summarizing, paraphrasing, and directly quoting. 

3. Distinguish your ideas from others’ ideas.

4. Focus a main point and develop this main point clearly and logically using examples and illustrations in a well-organized essay. 

5. Revise writing using standard college editing and proofreading conventions (grammar, syntax, spelling, punctuation). 

ASSESSMENT

· Students will write at least three summary paragraphs and three response paragraphs and two short essays (at least 500 – 750 words).  In these writing projects, students will demonstrate mastery of a writing process (pre-writing, shaping, drafting, and revising).
· Students will complete in-class and out-of-class grammar exercises.  Mastery of grammar conventions will be assessed within the context of the student’s writing.
· Students will pass an exit final exam (holistically graded) worth 30% of the final grade.  In a two-hour testing situation, students critically read a short essay then handwrite a summary and response paragraph.  Instructor’s grades of classroom activities, projects, and assignments will be 70% of the final grade.
QUESTIONS?  Please call Robin Havenick, WR115 Coordinator, English Faculty, 917-4574
Attendance / Participation and Time Management:

Attendance is essential for many reasons.  In this class, we expect you to be a team player in reading responses and writing processes.  Also, material is often covered in class that is not in your texts. Plan to attend every class session.  If you miss a class, you are responsible for getting the missed information. 

Organize and plan your time wisely. Allow at least two hours outside class for every hour spent

in class. Do your work on time.

PLEASE COMPLETE READINGS AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS BEFORE COMING TO CLASS.  ALWAYS BRING YOUR TEXTBOOKS.

The LBCC community is enriched by diversity of all kinds.We all share the privilege of thinking, learning, and working together in an encouraging environment. In our classroom community, we will work toward creating and enjoying a community of mutual respect, appreciation, and goodwill. Here, as in most environments, the golden rule applies: treat others as you wish to be treated.
Additional Guidelines:
· Word-process (type) final revised paragraphs and essays.

· Turn in rough drafts and peer comments (workshop notes) with polished, revised essay assignments.
· Do your work on time.  Our class is organized around extensive revision: therefore, your rough drafts and final papers need to be on time.
· Do your own work.  Simply put: Don’t Plagiarize (using someone else’s work as your own without proper in-text citations and documentation).
· To reiterate, do your own work. Turning in someone else's work is never appropriate. 

Campus Resources
· Writing Helps: a cooperative writing service including ESOL, Writing Center, Writing and Study Skills Labs and more.
· Writing Center and OWL (Online Writing Lab)
Writing Center Assistants and Writing Peer Tutors will provide assistance (not copy editing, not correcting!) with specific paragraph and essay assignments.

GRADING Your final grade for WR115 (100%) will be composed of your class grade (70% of Final Grade) and WR115 Final Exam (30%).
Official Stuff from the College

Incompletes

If you have completed approximately 80 percent of the course work by the end of the term but are unable, for reasons that are generally not your fault, to complete the rest, I will grant you an incomplete.

Disability Services

If you have a documented disability, I will help you in any way I can.  Talk to me during the first week of class.  If you think you might have a disability, but you are not sure, contact Disability Services, 917-4789.  Here is a lot more useful information about Disability Services and LBCC's disability policies.

LBCC Non-Discrimination Policy

 Everyone is welcome at LBCC, regardless of whether they are black, white, Latino, native, gay, straight, Christian, Muslim, Jewish, male, female, transgendered, married, disabled, a veteran, a non-English speaker, an immigrant, or any number of other categories not listed here. What is more, LBCC sees our differences as a source of strength and an important part of education.

  Email
One of the primary ways we’ll stay in contact is through email.  Though not graded, emails are important and will be expected to be professional. I do my best to respond to emails Monday through Friday, but I typically do not check my email over the weekend.
BEGIN THE SUBJECT OF EVERY EMAIL WITH “WR 115”

WRITING CENTER
From invention to revision, beginning to end, the LBCC Writing Center can help you take your writing to the next level. Please feel free to drop in during regular hours to work one-on-one with a Writing Assistant.  In addition to your draft, bring your assignment and any questions you have. You may also submit your writing online at lbcc.writingcenteronline.net where you will get a personalized response within 1 – 2 business days. www.linnbenton.edu/go/learning- center/writinghelp
