

    SPN 101


Foreign Languages 



WINTER 2013
[image: image1.png]Lone-Revetorn

COMMUNITY COLLEGE





Instructor:

Margarita Casas

Office & telephone:
NSH-117; teléfono 541.917.4558

E-mail: & web page:
casasm@linnbenton.edu  Web: http://www.quia.com/pages/margarita101.html
Office hours:
TR  -11:00 to 1:00 pm
Required Text:

Exploraciones, First edition. This is a bundle that includes the textbook and 



access to the activities manual online (Quia books). Both are REQUIRED.



ISBN 978-1-4130-0068-9



When you sign in for Quia, use the course code books to find our class: MHCG736




Important Note : Please, buy your textbook  AT THE BOOKSTORE to make sure that 
the 
 
includes internet access -you will need it to turn in assignments. Only buy a used textbook from another 
LBCC student who can meet with you to transfer the internet access account in person. Otherwise, you 
will have to buy the access code, and it costs as much as the whole bundle.

Additional materials: A Spanish-English dictionary -not too small! Adequate ones start at the $10 range.

What to expect
This is a beginner class -if you have had Spanish classes before, take the placement examination and start at a more appropriate level. 

We cover materials at a fast pace. Keep in mind that the class time is just enough to introduce new concepts and practice them, but language acquisition requires a lot of practice and dedication. Allow at least two hours for studying and doing homework for every contact hour that we have (that is, allow at least 8 hours for studying and homework per week). This is just a general guideline -some students might need more time.
The key to success in the class is to have discipline and motivation. Skipping even one class can easily make you fall behind. Plan on attending every single day and using all the resources that are available to you, including the tutoring service.
Advice: It is more beneficial to dedicate time to Spanish every single day, even if it has to be for a short period. For example, 20 minutes in the morning, 20 minutes in the afternoon, and half an hour at night will help you to retain the material a lot better than studying only twice a week for six hours each time. It is also important that you try different ways to study and use all the available resources.
The class is in Spanish, but English is used when there is a need to explain or clarify something. As we progress, you will hear less English and more Spanish. This could be challenging and frustrating at times. Ask questions if things are not clear, but remember that it is also important that you guess from the context, a necessary strategy to learn a foreign language. 

You are expected to start speaking Spanish from the first class. Come prepared to participate every time. You cannot learn to speak a language if you do not hear it and speak it!
General Objectives and Outcomes

In SPN 101 you will acquire some of the most basic Spanish language structures that will allow you to communicate and understand simple information.  You will also learn about several of the countries and cultures of people who speak Spanish, particularly those highly represented in the U.S.

At the end of this course you will be able to:

· Communicate and understand information related to everyday life, family and friends, routines, etc.
· Talk about your classes, schedule and plans.
· Communicate about your preferences, what you like and dislike.

· Have a better understanding of the issues surrounding “Hispanic” populations in the U.S.

· Understand better some of the cultures, histories and perspectives of people from other countries.

Web pages for SPN 101
There are 3 pages that you will need to use:

1) My instructor website at LBCC. Includes links, additional handouts and PP presentations, study guides, etc.

2) Quia Books: When you purchase your textbook you will find a key to access Quia books. This is a very important number as it will give you access to your homework assignments and many additional resources, including diagnostic exams, videos, tutorials, etc. Your key is good for 18 months, which is part of the reason why you should not buy a used text unless you know the previous owner and you KNOW that you will still have enough time to complete your course(s).
3) Quia games: This is another page with fun games and lots of activities to practice what we learn in the class. Visit it often as I add new activities constantly: http://www.quia.com/pages/margarita101.html  
Tutors and other campus resources
The Learning Center offers free tutoring. Tutors that can help you to study and understand difficult concepts, practice, and feel more comfortable in class. In order to use this service, you will need to sign up on the tutoring website, and then make an appointment at the Learning Center at least 24 hours in advance. Use this valuable resource! 

Tips for Success in this class
· Be realistic about your expectations: No one learns to speak a language in one school term. Acquiring proficiency in a foreign language requires a lot of time, motivation and hard work.

· Not everyone learns the same way, so it is important that you discover your own learning style.  

· It is normal to experience frustration at the beginning, when you feel unable to communicate complex ideas, or feel that you don’t understand what is going on in the classroom. You will overcome these feelings  after a few weeks, but it does take work and discipline to get over this initial stage. 

· It is better to study for short periods every day rather than a Spanish marathon once a week!
· Use the resources we offer, such as tutors, office hours, web resources and books at the library.

· Make connections between the Spanish language and your life... meet new friends!

· At the very minimum, spend at least two hours of study for every hour of class.
Grades and Evaluation 
The grading in this class is optional (A-F, or Pass/Fail). If you want to take the class as a Pass/Fail option, you must notify the registration office by the end of the 6th week. If you take the pass/no pass option, a passing grade is 70 points and up. 70 is also the minimum grade recommended to continue to the next level (SPN 102). 

The following are the different areas that make up your grade for the class:



ASSIGNMENTS:

PERCENTAGE







Exámenes (2)  


20%








Pruebas (3)



21%







Composiciones


18%



Tareas




22%







Participación en clase

10%



  



Conversaciones


  5%



Learning Journal


  4%






Total



          100%

A = 90-100 points; B = 89-80 points; C = 79-70 points (PASSING GRADE); D= 69-60 points; F = 59 or less.
If you chose the Pass/No pass option, you need to get 70 points or more to pass the class.
Exams and Quizzes 

There will be one midterm and one final exam (see calendar), plus 3 quizzes. If you cannot attend class on the day of an exam/quiz because of a MAJOR reason, notify me IN ADVANCE, so arrangements can be made to take it within the following 2 days. Otherwise, you will lose the points for the missed test. 

Tareas (homework)

We learn a language through practice. The assigned homework gives you precisely that: Practice. Completing it on time is a key to your success.
All homework is assigned online. Once you have logged in to our course online, click on "assignment calendar" (menu on the right hand). Scroll all the way down to see the student activity manual activities. They have an "S" before the number. Assigned exercises have a DUE DATE next to them. Notice that most of the homework comes from the "Student Manual", which is listed at the bottom. However, there are a few activities from the textbook as well.
The computer system gives you credit for homework turned on time -there is no credit after that. You have up to seven attempts to get as many points as possible for your homework (only the last attempt counts for calculating your grade). Although you have until midnight of the due date, it is a much better practice to complete the homework before you class on the day it is assigned.
Composiciones

Writing assignments are an important part of the learning experience. They consist of a first draft and a correction. You get a grade for them only after you turn in the corrections. If for some reason you turn in only a first draft, the maximum grade you can get is 50% (assuming it is an excellent draft and on time).

Assigned dates for the compositions are in the calendar. COMPOSITIONS ARE DUE AT THE TIME OF OUR CLASS, AS A HARD COPY. If you e-mail it, I will take 5% off automatically. Late work will also lose 5% for each day it is late (regardless of if we have class or not, since I accept them by e-mail).

When you write your composiciones...


· use the vocabulary and grammar that we have learned in class and limit the number of words you have 
to look up (no more than 8 new words).

· do not write it in English first. If necessary, start with formulas you have learned in class. However, 
make a plan of what you will write about and how you will organize the information in order to 
avoid a text that seems random.

· do not ask for help from friends or use electronic tools -it has to be YOUR work.*
· keep in mind that you cannot write like  you would in English. You need to learn how to walk before 
you run. Keep it simple!  Proof read!

* If I see evidence that a text was not entirely written by you, you will get a zero for the assignment.

Topics for the composiciones:

Composición # 1: 
Mi familia , mis amigos y yo. Introduce yourself in the first paragraph, describe yourself and talk about the classes you are taking and what they are like. On the second paragraph  describe your family and/or friends. Include information about names, ages, and description of their personalities or appearance. Vary the type of information so you don't repeat the same sentences over and over again. You can follow the step by step guide on page 65 of your textbook. (minimum 160 words)

Composición # 2:
Mi vida diaria. Write about your general routine. Use many different verbs. You may want to talk also about what other people in your family do, or your close friends. Give a lot of information and avoid just giving your school schedule –remember that you want to use a wide vocabulary and avoid repetition. Note: do not  talk about personal daily routine such as getting dressed, showering, shaving, etc. Remember to use the vocabulary and grammar we have learned. (180 words minimum)

Composición # 3:
Un compañero. Interview a partner from the Spanish class. Before the interview, write MANY information-questions to interview him/her. Interview someone from the class with your questions and take notes. Speak only in Spanish!!! Finally, write a REPORT (without using the question/answer format) with all the information you gathered. Use a lot of vocabulary and turn in your list of questions and notes when you give me your composición. (210 words)
Participación 

Being in class is not equal to participating, but you cannot participate unless you are present. Participating in class is a combination of the followings:

· Help to maintain a good atmosphere by being respectful, friendly and helpful to everyone.

· Volunteer answers
· Work actively in groups/pairs, speaking in Spanish
· Be on time and keep a positive attitude.
·  Do not be afraid to try the language! Guessing is perfectly acceptable.

· Pay attention and ask questions
· Come to class prepared 

· Arrive punctually and remain in the classroom until the class has finished. Do not start packing before!

Conversaciones

It is a group assignment to demonstrate oral proficiency. Basically, you will work in groups of 3 students (you make your own groups), and have a conversation in Spanish for ten minutes. 

I will give a lot more information later in the term.

Make this class part of your life and learn faster!!!

The resources to practice and use Spanish are unlimited. You can hear and read Spanish basically everywhere. These are some ideas to make Spanish part of your everyday life: 
· Read books from the Corvallis Public Library collection in Spanish.
· Explore some of the thousands of internet sites in Spanish, including radio stations, audio files, grammar and vocabulary resources. Check the links from the SPN 101 web-page.

· TV channels Univisión (Channel 31) and Telemundo (channel 30) broadcast in Spanish.
· Participate in chat rooms or forums in Spanish related to your personal interests.

· Use the SAP option on your T.V. to hear your favorite shows in Spanish. 
· Look for Spanish language free weekly newspapers, and keep your eyes open for all Spanish around you (product instructions, food, commercials, etc.)
· Meet friends who speak the language! Try meeting someone with common interests and start a friendship. Find a language partner at the Multicultural Center in Corvallis, or volunteer to help international students learn English (for more info, call the International Office at OSU).

Disability Statement
Students who have emergency medical information I should know of, or who might need special arrangements in the event of evacuation, or students with documented disabilities who have special needs, should inform me no later than the first week of the term. If additional assistance is required, please contact the LBCC Office of Disability Services .
Integrity Statement
Be advised that all the assignments must have been written by you. While it is OK to ask for help to other people, every assignment should have been written and created by you. You may use models, but it is not acceptable to copy full sentences or use any type of electronic translators -- you will not learn anything if you use them, and they result in incomprehensible chains of unrelated words, without any syntax, grammar or meaning. Assignments that are considered cheating will automatically receive an zero.

LBCC Comprehensive Statement of Nondiscrimination
LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status protected under applicable federal, state, or local laws.

(for further information http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/ )
Calendario para SPN 101  







WINTER 2013


Lunes


     Martes
      
     Miércoles
        
          Jueves
	Semana 1

Jan 7-10
	syllabus

saludos (greetings)
alfabeto/pronunciación

Classes begin


	Capítulo 1

Saludos, el salón de clases/gender-number, artículos

Tarea: Study vocab TB 4
Learning  journal 1
	números 1-100

definite/indefinite articles

Haber; gender/number
Tarea: Study TB p 7-8 

SM act. 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3
	Conexiones culturales

Reading strategies

Tarea: Study TB 12-13, SM act 1.4 through 1.8

	Semana 2

Jan 14-17

	Descripciones; SER

Tarea: Study vocab TB 18  

SM act. 1.9 through 1.14, S1.P1, S1.E
	pronombres personales, gender & number of adjectives
Tarea: Study TB 21-2

SM act 1.15 through 1.17
	reciclar: gender/number

pronouns, ser, ser de

Tarea: act 1.18 through 1.21 and TB C1.3 Cultura
	Prueba #1

Tarea: SM act 1.22 through 1.30 (including S1.P2)

	Semana 3

Jan 21-24
	NO HAY CLASES


	Capítulo 2

Vocab: las clases, tener
Tarea: Estudiar TB 40,

Read TB 30-31 and answer  TB 1L.2.2, SM act 2.1 through 2.2
	expresiones con tener

adjective placement
Tarea: Estudiar TB 43,
SM act 2.3 through 2.8


	expresiones con tener

adjective placement
Tarea: SM act 2.9 through 2.15 (including S2.P1).
Read TB 47 Conexiones a la educación, answer 2C1.4.

	Semana 4

Jan 28-31

	Vocab: la familia, 
verbos AR

Tarea: Learning Jnl  # 2

Estudiar vocab TB 54.

SM act 2.16 & 2.17 and S2.E
	Present tense of -AR

Adjetivos posesivos
Tarea: Estudiar TB 57-8

SM act 2.18


	Verbos -AR

Adjetivos posesivos

Tarea: SM act 2.19 through 2.22

Estudiar TB 62-3  
	España

Tarea: SM act 2.23 through 2.27
Composición # 1


	Semana 5

Feb 4-7
	Review

Tarea: S2.28 through 2.30 and S2.p2
	Prueba # 2
Read TB 66-67 and answer 

2.L2.2
	Capítulo 3

Vocab: la hora, días, meses

Tarea: S3.1 and S3.2
	Gustar, Verbos -ER and -IR

Tarea: S3.3, Estudiar TB 84-5
Corrección # 1

	Semana 6
Feb 11-13
	 gustar

Verbos -ER and -IR

Tarea: SM 3.4 through 3.8

	gustar

Verbos -ER and -IR

Tarea: SM  act 3.9 through 3.14
	Vocabulario: La ropa y el tiempo

Tarea: Estudiar TB 90, SM act S3.P1, 3.15  & S3.E
	information questions

Tarea: SM act 3.16 y 3.18, Estudiar TB 93
Composición # 2

	Semana 7

Feb 18-21
	NO HAY CLASES
	information questions

Stem-chng e-ie/e-i

Tarea: SM act 3.19 through 3.22

Estudiar TB 98-9
	Stem-chng e-ie/e-i

México

Tarea: SM  act 3.23 through 3.26

Learning journal  3
	information questions

Stem-chng e-ie/e-i

Tarea:  Leer TB 97 and answer  3.C2.3

Corrección # 2



	Semana 8
Feb 25-28
	SM act 3.27 through 3.30 (includes S3.P2)
	MIDTERM


	
Capítulo 4

Vocabulario: la ciudad

estar with prepositions Tarea: Study TB 112, SM act 4.1 through 4.2 

	El verbo IR

Ir + a + lugares

Tarea: SM act 4.3. 4.4 and 4.6, Estudiar TB 115-16
Composición 3

	Semana 9
March  4-7 
	Ir + a + infinitive (fut.)

SM act S4.P1 & S4.15 

Tarea: Estudiar TB 120-21, SM act 4.7 through 4.11

	Vocab: La casa

stem-change o-ue

Tarea: SM act 4.12 through 4.18 and 4.P1

	Vocab: La casa

stem-change o-ue

adjective placement

Tarea:  SM act 4.19 through 4.21

	Vocab: La casa

stem-change o-ue

adjective placement

Corrección # 3

	Semana 10
March 11-13
	Cuba
Adjective placement

Tarea:  SM act 4.23 through 4.28
	Prueba # 3

Tarea: SM act 4.29, S4.P2, 4.30 Prueba # 3

Tarea: SM act 4.29, S4.P2, 4.30
	CONVERSACIONES
journal # 4 due the day of the day
	CONVERSACIONES

Learning journal # 4 due the day of the day


FINAL EXAM (WEEK #11): Lunes 18 de marzo a las 10:00 am
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