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EDITION

PLAY IN A DAY

 
Fifty

 
years 

ago, 
‘The 

Linn-Benton Community College, 

broadcastin
g the events 

and news 

around campus fo
r st

udents, s
taff, a

nd 

alumni alike. Throughout the years, 

the LBCC Athletic Departm
ent has 

had many amazing people come and 

go, but one thing remains certain: th
e 

departm
ent boasts 

relia
bility

, honesty, 

and accountability
. Since startin

g as 

a sports 
write

r, the departm
ent has 

helped me and the Commuter with 

any questio
ns we had regarding stats, 

players, 
coaches, 

or just 
how the 

Activities Center operates. 

 
I sp

oke to a few of the prominent 

faculty members th
at give the Activities 

Center it’
s lif

e, and I w
as re

warded with 

a heap of knowledge and info about 

the departm
ent. T

hings li
ke this s

how 

just w
hy and how it’s

 been so helpful to 

my writin
g for th

e past y
ear and a half. 

I use the activity center fo
r m

ore than 

my journalism
 - w

hether it b
e basketball 

or m
y weight tra

ining cla
ss -

 and I’v
e 

always fo
und that th

ere is 
help around 

the corner. O
ne member of th

e sta
ff I

 

see every sin
gle day is 

Tom Bohmker, 

who has serviced the departm
ent as 

the Equipment Manager for the past 

18 years, 
startin

g in 2002. Bohmker 

washing towels 
or je

rseys and aw
aitin

g 

any questio
ns th

at stu
dents a

nd athletes 

alike come in with. 

 
“I 

love 
teaching,” 

said 

Bohmker. “I wasn’t very clo
se to sports 

besides being a football equipment 

manager in
 high school.”  Beyond being 

the EQ manager, B
ohmker sp

ent years 

teaching automotive classes at LBCC 

before taking on the job of EQ manager. 

 
Some of Bohmker’s 

duties 

include game manager, s
tat ta

ker, a
nd 

even announcing baseball games fo
r th

e 

team, even if h
e wasn’t a

lways certain 

of what was going on. Bohmker may 

have never been big into sports, 
but 

it's 
his willin

gness to help and guide 

that m
akes him a mainstay in the heart 

of the Athletic Departm
ent. He can 

spot so
meone who isn

't fr
equent in

 the 

departm
ent, and can guide them to what 

or where they need. Bohmker se
rves as 

an all seeing eye for the departm
ent, 

and has only praise for what he sees. 

 
“This d

epartm
ent has a genuine 

interest in student welln
ess. 

They’re 

very cohesive and work with happiness. 

I’ve been apart of many departm
ents 

and this o
ne is a

bsolutely
 the happiest,” 

said Bohmker. 

 
He noted that one of the 

most impressiv
e parts 

of the athletics 

departm
ent is 

their 
ability

 to gain 

coaches with so much talent, despite 

lim
ited resources. He has seen many 

retire
 in his ti

me, but who they choose 

to take the helm
 has always been 

something of quality.
 

some kids never had growing up 

with the families they had,” said 

Bohmker. 
“It 

teaches cohesiveness 

and accountability
. The talented and 

hardworking individuals th
ey hire here 

are mentors fo
r every athlete.”

 
Bohmker decided to retire

 after 

almost tw
o decades in

 the departm
ent, 

quoting he’d rather walk into retire
ment 

than craw
l, but his service will leave 

a permanent mark on the entire
 

departm
ent. 

 
It w

ouldn’t b
e such a well 

run 

departm
ent without its

 head honcho, and 

while he’s o
nly been here for a year and 

a half, A
thletic Director M

ark Majeski 

embodies all o
f th

e qualitie
s th

at earn 

the departm
ent praise;

 someone bright, 

happy, and focused on the task at 

hand. Majeski has recently made his 

Schaumburg, who’s care for players a
nd 

people is a
pparent in his w

ork. 

 
“When I t

ook this jo
b, I k

new 

it was a place committed to student 

success, 
but I've learned just 

how 

many people and programs go above 

and beyond in helping students,” said 

Majeski. “We have an elite
 group of 

coaches th
at all d

o an excelle
nt jo

b of 

running programs that contrib
ute to 

LBCC community and stu
dent su

ccess.”

 
An Athletic Director Giving 

credit to
 coaches is 

a great sig
n of tru

st 

in the departm
ent, a

nd that th
ey know 

The Commuter

LBCC and OSU students 

attempt to create and perform an 

original play in just 2
4 hours.

that is g
rowing around the fashion 

industry
's waste, Suite Zero is 

your new, go to consignment 

shop featuring classic
 swag, 

vintage taste and iconic pop. 

STORY BY  

CAM HANSONPHOTO: IS
AIAH HAQQ

 After 18 years, E
quipment M

anager Tom Bohmker will s
oon be retiring from his p

ositio
n.
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If you’ve been to south town 

Corvallis anytime in the last week, 

you may have noticed some new signs 

— “Slow Down!” — on the side of 

the road near the overpass and First 

Alternative Co-op. 

 
�ose signs were put up by 

protesters attempting to get drivers to 

slow down near the crosswalks located 

there and further down Highway 99. If 

you happen to be going through near 

rush hour, you may have even caught 

protesters crossing and holding up 

tra�c in an additional attempt to get 

drivers to slow down. 

 
�ese protests all started on 

Jan. 10, after, according to police, 

on Jan. 8 Rhiana Daniel, an 11-year-

old girl, was stuck by a driver in a 

Nissan Leaf, Peter Eschwey, 45, at the 

crosswalk near the 1000 block of South 

�ird Street. She passed away the next 

day, marking the third fatality near the 

block in just 18 months. 

 
A memorial was set up on the 

mid island within the crosswalk. Large 

amounts of colorful �owers, dampened 

by the cold and rain can be seen. A 

soaked pink teddy bear rests on one 

of the sign poles, the sign still 
missing 

its �ashing lights. A few blown-out 

candles and crosses lean against the 

barren winter foliage planted on the 

island.

 
Protesters are outraged at the 

city of Corvallis and with the Oregon 

Department of Transportation, which 

have been slow to work together to make 

improvements to the crosswalks or even 

to repair them. Just last August in yet 

another vehicle collision near the block, 

two of the crossing lights located in the 

middle of the crossing were damaged. 

 
“I’m really tired of hearing 

them say it’s c
omplicated,” said Wendy 

Byrne, a member of the protests.

 
ODOT o�cially has authority 

over the block, due to it also serving as 

state Highway 99, and communication 

with them and the city has been slow, 

according to protesters. 

 
It’s not just about �xing and 

improving the crosswalks, however, 

it’s also a culture problem, says Jay 

�atcher, an organizer of the protests. 

“People are always speeding through 

there, and our main goal is to
 get them 

to slow down.” 

 
According to �atcher, when 

the stretch of Highway 99 was built 

it was built with industry in mind, 

thus given a higher speed limit and 

more lanes. However, over time the 

area became annexed by residential 

development and now supports more 

foot, bicycle, and motor tra�c than 

what it w
as potentially designed for. 

 
“�e most lasting change that 

can happen is for the city to take it 

over, take over the management as 

a speed district on the state highway, 

as they have for downtown,” �atcher 

said during a meeting with protesters 

discussing outcomes and goals for the 

protests.

 
�e reaction to the protests 

Fatal Accidents Have 

Prompted Residents of 

Corvallis to Fight for a Lower 

Speed Limit on a Stretch of 

Highway 99

See page 4

See page 3
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n the classic story “�e Wizard of Oz,” our 

hero Dorothy stumbles upon a living scare-

crow hanging in a random �eld along the 

yellow brick road. No explanation was ever 

given, in that story or others in
 the series writ-

ten after it, as to how he got up there. Un-

til now, courtesy of LBCC’s theater group!

 
Last �ursday, the magic of Oz came 

to LBCC as children from three local elementary schools 

�ocked into the Russell Tripp Center to see this year’s An-

nual Children’s Play. �e play this year was “A Scarecrow 

in Oz.” An original production written
 by members of the 

LBCC drama club and directed by theater fa
culty Dan Stone, 

it tells the origin story of the beloved brainless scarecrow.

 
Once everyone was seated, event coordinator Michael 

Winder greeted the crowd and explained the rules of the theater 

through jokes, such as warning them to not leave with the wrong 

group lest they mistakenly end up with the wrong family, who’ll 

make them dress up in ridiculous pirate out�ts. Yes, that makes 

exactly as much sense in context. He also asked how many of them 

had read the book beforehand; about two-thirds raised their hands. 

 
After W

inder was done came the play itself. Most of the 

cast functioned as a sort of Greek choir that moved parts of the 

set around, as well as a narrator who walked around on stage 

singing a beautiful song about what was going on in the plot. 

 
�e plot opens with a pair of Munchkins, the witch-ter-

rorized group from the original story. �e Munchkins were 

cursed after a
n attempted revolution against the Wicked Witch 

of the East, and were left unable to have children. �e pair of 

Munchkins in question, Mayzey (played by Laural Tanne-

hill) and Cornelius (Joseph Johnson), are a married couple 

working on a corn farm who very much wish to have a child. 

 
Lacking other options, the two of them decide to leave 

Munchkin-land to seek out another witch who is rumored to 

possess a magic capable of creating life. �e witch, named Mom-

bi, lives north of the East Witch’s terr
itory, th

rough the enchant-

ed poppy �elds and a cursed forest. After a
 brief yet harrowing 

journey, they reach Mombi’s abandoned castle and successfully I
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It was a bright and beautiful 

weekend at Dick McClain Field, where 

the Roadrunners had no issue taking 

care of the new competition. Second 

year Head Coach Andy Peterson made 

sure to let his men know that their �eld 

was their home, and to defend it, and 

they did. LBCC started the weekend o� 

with a double header against the Yakima 

Valley College Yaks, where they started 

slow each contest but used a solid �ve 

runs to secure the wins. Yakima �nished 

last season 30-19 with a 19-9 record in 

division, so the competition is nothing 

to sco� at.  
Center�elder Ian Mcintyre 

nailed two hits in the early innings that 

set up the bases for success, and brought 

the energy for it, giving a quick �ex to the 

dugout whenever he stopped at second 

base. His energy and commitment was 

something that stuck out any time he 

�elded the diamond  
 

“�is is a special group of 

players and coaches, and I just want to 

bring a lot of energy to the �eld each 

and every time I get the chance to play,” 

said Mcintyre  
�e Center�elder took a break 

from school to work on his game in 

Kent, WA, and the success will be 

measured as the season goes on. 

 
After a successful series on 

Saturday, LBCC went on to play the 

Everett Community College Trojans. 

Coach Peterson and his history with 

the Trojans goes beyond baseball, 

as he coached Everett's head coach, 

Kyle Nobach, during his tenure as an 

undergraduate at Oregon State. Nobach 

played for Everett before heading to 

Oregon State, eventually taking the HC 

job at his alma mater. 

 
“I plan on beating Petey’s 

(Coach Peterson's) butt,” said Nobach 

light heartedly. 
 

Nobachs plans didn’t go the way 

he planned, as the Beaks let the o�ense 

rip, scoring nine runs in both contests 

on the day, led by an impressive eight 

total runs from Trey Hagerman and 

Maxwell Long. �e Trojans �nished 

�rst in the NWAC north last season, 

with a 39-11 overall record and a 19-5 

record in division. Nobach and his 

Trojans get their chance at payback on 

their own turf, as LBCC looks to play 

them in a four game series on the road 

next weekend.  
“Being the �rst weekend, I 

was very impressed with how the guys 

showed up competitive and con�dent. 

�e little mistakes are expected this 

early in the season, but are great for the 

younger guys to learn from,” said Coach 

Peterson.  
After the Beaks �nish up on the 

road against Everett they’ll head down 

to Yakima Valley to not only play the 

Yaks, but to play in two games against 

the Southwestern Oregon Community 

College Lakers for their �rst in division 

match-up of the year. 

 
“Seeing the freshman compete 

for the �rst time was fun to see. �e 

whole lineup was competitive top to 

bottom, and they showed up believing 

in their stu�. Everyone has something 

to work on ahead of Everett. It’s a long 

season, so who knows whats ahead,” 

added Peterson. 
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Coach Peterson and His New Squad Carry Last Season’s Success into Opening Weekend

JJ Hoover winds up for a practice swing. In top photo, assistant Coach Mike 

Takamori jogs to the dugout.

at the start of a new inning.
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Lead doctor Sophie Brown lays trapped on the floor by infected patients. Participants witnessed the two zombies jump at her, knocking her to the floor as 

they claim her as their dinner. 

ZOMBIESZOMBIES
inside...inside...
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Mitra Aflatooni explodes to the net to spike the ball, pushing the team's point against Clackamas resulting in a 3-0 victory.

Conquering 
the Cougarssee page 5
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PHOTO: MCKENNA CHRISTMASPatrick Tangey is a “haunter” at the Melon Shack corn maze in Corvallis.
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Each term forms a new line of students commuting to and from LBCC.

Ride of Passage

Ride of Passage
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Portland-based rock-and-roll band The Macks perform Oct. 31 at Interzone’s annual Halloween cover show. See page 6.
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Welcome
Roadrunners!

GRAPHIC: REBECCA FEWLESS We’re
Still
Here

“� ese are challenging times.”
 Th is is a phrase you’ve 
likely read in dozens upon dozens 
of emails, advertisements, and 
Facebook posts in the past few 
weeks. It’s mitigatory, docile, and 
general enough to acknowledge 
the state of crisis caused by 
COVID-19, without drawing too 
much attention away from the 
newsletter you’re reading or the 
Grubhub ad you’re watching.
 To us at the Commuter, this 
phrase is more than just an email 
subject line, it’s a call to action. 
 Firstly, we’re halting the 
production of printed newspapers 
this term, but continuing to 
publish PDFs weekly on our 
website, Issuu, and Google Drive 

archive. We’re also updating our 
uploading process, and re-engaging 
with our communities on social 
media. Our resources are being 
reallocated away from newsprint, 
so expect to see the bulk of our 
content shared on our various web 
media!
 Our staff  has had to make 
some major adjustments, but the 
last thing we’re going to do is give 
up. Already, our reporters have 
whipped up too much content 
to fi t into just one PDF, so we’ll 
have plenty of editorials, reviews, 
interviews, how-tos, and hot takes 
you can look forward to reading on 
our website, Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram!

 Lastly, do you have a tip for 
staying healthy during quarantine? 
What about a favorite album, or 
a meal recipe you just can’t get 
enough of?
 We want to hear about it! 
 Click the links below to 
check out our socials, and don’t be 
afraid to reach out to us via DM, 
tweet, or message!
 Th anks for reading,

 -Caleb Barber, Managing Editor
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 Things are a bit different as we 
start the spring term here at LBCC. 
Not only for students, but for staff and 
everyone involved with the school. The 
new respiratory virus COVID-19, or 
coronavirus in the mainstream media, 
has taken the world by storm. Events 
terminated, gatherings canceled, 
schools moving to online all for the 
sake of stopping the spread of the virus 
to others. 

 With the LBCC campus closed 
for the term, one part of our school that 
has taken a considerable hit from all of 
this is our sports department, as the 
NWAC has canceled all spring sports, 
including baseball. This is a huge blow 
to many of the programs and faculty at 
all schools in the NWAC, and it will be 
interesting to see how everyone copes 
in such a unique and unprecedented 
time. 

 “There are fewer ‘to-do’s’, but 
we have a whole new set of things to 
deal with that are medium and long 
term,” said Linn-Benton Athletic 
Director Mark Majeski, “There’s 
been a shift to focusing on strategic 
planning.”

 Some things Majeski and his 
colleagues have done in this time is 
meeting via Zoom, the online calling 
platform, while discussing what needs 
to be looked over as if it was a meeting 
at school, as most other staff members 
are doing as well. While the change is 
new for most, Majeski admits it’ll be 
better for them in the long run. For 
the athletes and coaches, it's a tough 
pill to swallow. Baseball players here 
at LB, along with coach Peterson, were 
ready to build on a stellar season yet 
those chances have been washed away. 
Even though the season is gone, the 
NWAC has followed other institutions 
like the NCAA in allowing all spring 
athletes an extra year of eligibility. 

 “The virus has changed 
everything. We’ve moved to using 
texts, calls and videos to keep recruiting 
going. There’s still some field work to 
be had, with on-going renovations still 
being done.” 

 For coaches, their job shifted 
from hands on tutoring that goes on 
in practice and workouts, to an online 
system. They’re staying in contact with 
student-athletes, and helping them 
with skills, practice, and nutrition 
as much as possible, while of course 
guiding them through their online 

courses as best they can. One thing 
that has proceeded through all of this is 
the recruiting process, which Majeski 
says has proceeded through call, text 
and email, while current commits are 
being talked to as well. While some 
schools have needed to halt recruiting, 
it is nice to see a school on the junior 
college level commit to the student 
athletes that have committed to them 
or kept them on their radar. Coach 
Petersen himself is staying optimistic 
with his players. 

 “Some of our guys have been 
in college for a few years and don’t get 
to be with their family much, so it’s a 
blessing in disguise to get this much 
time with loved ones. With homework 
and the home workouts being sent, 
they’ll stay busy,” said Baseball Head 
Coach Andy Peterson. 

 In other news, athletics posted 
yet another impressive stat by placing 
26 student athletes on honor roll, an 
impressive 35% of the student-athlete 
body. With 17 being on the baseball 
team, coach Peterson’s stress on doing 
well in the classroom has clearly paid 
off. 

 It is surely a time of uncertainty, 
but the department and it’s staff clearly 
has had a plan in motion for how to 
deal with the work using the resources 
they have. Coaches have been working 
diligently to continue helping their 
athletes, and the department has been 
working from home as if the offices 
were open. We all hope to stay healthy 
in such a confusing time, but the 
work Majeski and his crew are putting 
towards the department, even when 
the sports can’t be around is amazing, 
and shows how much our AD cares.

 The LBCC Athletic Department 
is continuing to reach out to students 
through social media. Visit their 
Instagram and Twitter accounts for 
updates about the department’s plans 
for the future!

SPORTS

The Commuter is the weekly 
student-run newspaper for LBCC, 
financed by student fees and 
advertising. Opinions expressed in 
The Commuter do not necessarily 
reflect those of the LBCC 
administration, faculty and students 
of LBCC. Editorials, columns, letters, 
and cartoons reflect the opinions of 
the authors. 
LBCC is an equal opportunity 

educator and employer. 
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issues. The Commuter attempts 
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concerns and taste. Opinions 
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do not represent the views of the 
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Changing the game

honor roll
 The Linn-Benton baseball 

team placed 17 student-athletes on 
the College's Winter Term Honor 
Roll, leading the Roadrunners' four 
sport programs. In total, 26 (or 35% 
of Roadrunner student-athletes) 
were honored for high academic 
achievement during the Winter term.

 These students earned a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher 
for 12 or more graded credits during 
the term. (List does not include pass/
no pass or incomplete credits.)

 Volleyball placed five 
student-athletes on the list, while 
men's and women's basketball had 
two each. 

 Baseball also posted the 
highest overall team GPA at 3.22. 
Volleyball was runner up at 3.13.

Winter Term Honor Roll 
Student-Athletes:

Mitra Aflatooni, Volleyball
Emiliano Alarcon, Baseball
Megan Alldredge, Volleyball
Marja Annus, Volleyball
Payton Calabro, Baseball
Alexis Chapman, Volleyball
Seth Cullison, Men’s Basketball
Trey Hageman, Baseball
Logan J. Hanson, Baseball
Jadeya Hayes, Volleyball/Basketball
Cody Johnson, Baseball
Kenji Lamdin, Baseball
Gavin Logan, Baseball
Ian McIntyre, Baseball
Taylor Ott, Baseball
Jacob Overstreet, Baseball
JD Pinion, Baseball
Boone Rush, Baseball
Michael Soper, Baseball
Lucas Stanfield, Baseball
Megan Wagner, Women's Basketball
Ethan Whitney, Baseball
Henry Wiebke, Baseball
Peter Wilmes, Men’s Basketball
Lauren Witty, Volleyball
Curtis Zamora, Baseball
The entire College list is here. 

Athletic Department Adjusts to Remote Coaching

STORIES BY  
CAM HANSON Instagram: 

lbccroadrunnerathletics

Twitter: LBCC_AD

MORE INFORMATION

PHOTO: LBCC NEWS SERVICE

Athletic Director Mark Majeski.

https://www.linnbenton.edu/news/honor-roll-winter-term-2020.php
https://www.instagram.com/lbccroadrunnerathletics/
https://twitter.com/LBCC_ad
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Astrology Corner:
Welcome 

back students! Here we are still 
under the stars, taking it moment by moment and 

one transit at a time. Over the past couple weeks we have been 
under some fairly intense conjunctions (meetups) and sign changes for 

Jupiter, Pluto and Saturn.

Jupiter being our balancing planet - with four planets landing on each side of it in our solar 
system - rules our ability to expand, trust in joy and also be able to counterbalance excessive tendencies. 

Jupiter is the ruler of Pisces and Sagittarius, our mutable water and fire signs. These signs bring us the ability to 
transmute lessons from seasonal cycles, and help us shift gears. Although we may all be at home, we are universally 
having to adapt and shift gears in how we stay connected, healthy and creative, especially as springtime is upon us 

and naturally we are wanting to be more expressive and outside. How can you create your outdoor space to support doing 
schoolwork in the fresh air? Can we still maintain curiosity for the emergence of spring, while we may feel more cocooned than 

before? 

Pluto is one of  our outlier planets, often being questioned in whether or not to be categorized as a planet at all. Pluto naturally then, 
is also our bringer of mystery, and rules the sign of Scorpio, bringing true purpose to death and rebirth. Pluto reveals the hidden secrets 

within us - those that we may feel but have not yet been able to recognize as truth.  Are there areas in your relationships that are finally being 
able to be talked about, addressed and unearthed? I have personally been having to realize that previous ways of getting through my busy days, 
were actually not supporting my health or longevity in the long run, and now that I am more with myself there is only myself to truly blame or 

take responsibility for.

Pluto and Jupiter have been building in their meeting for a while now, and this conjunction perfected on April 4th. When Pluto and Jupiter meet 
up, they can ignite a new sense of ambition in regards to unearthing and addressing truths that need to be spoken (whether it be individually or 

societally) as well as how we can bring hope, wisdom and gratitude to the slightly darker realizations at hand. 

With the global pandemic situation at hand, as we are home, still working, still being human, and potentially having more emotions and 
truths come to the surface with our “quiet time”, try to bring about a new way of being to these thoughts. The underworld (Pluto) is our key to 
transformation into a wise expansive state (Jupiter). Often our anxiety is triggered by thoughts around not being capable or good enough to do 
something. So as an antidote to feeling hesitant or limited in your ways of expanding under these times, start with something simple. If you’ve 

never spent some time with your thoughts in a journal or making art, now is the perfect time. Or check out diy projects or a new skill and 
simply allow the information to help ease your mind. 

Saturn, is the ruler of Capricorn and has been in this home sign since December 2017. Being in -this home sign we have seen routines 
and ways of being successful get an extra boost of attention. Sometimes Saturn can bring about a sense of cold detachment, influencing 

us to be too formal with matters at hand. Practicing compassion can calm the sense of inner or outer ridicule you may feel from the 
social distancing we are experiencing. 

As you are performing your daily tasks at home, in your garden, figuring out finances and bills, try to keep in mind that the 
entire world is going through this together, and the best medicine, that even helps boost our immune systems is laughter. 

Have patience and don’t be afraid to make jokes (appropriately of course) with any social workers or people you come 
in contact with virtually or when buying necessities. It is up to us how we create a new basis of living from our 

situation. 

 Saturn moved into its other home sign of Aquarius on March 21st, shifting our attention from 
individual foundations to a more humanitarian foundation. For Oregon, this happened to 

also be the week that quarantine was put into place. Aquarius brings us the ability 
to apply these Saturnian strategies of depth, structure and transformation 

towards humanitarian efforts, futuristic thoughts, and our 
own objective independence. 

STORY BY GEORGIA DUNN-HARTMAN BACKGROUND BY  HRISTO FIDANOV FROM PEXELS@CATALYST.CO.RY

This is a traditional 
Star Chart which 

astrologers use to 
follow the planetary 

movements. 

 This is the placement of 
all of our solar systems 
planets in aspect to each 
other for Wednesday at 
3:10 pm.

Planetary alignment of our solar system
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Beating to
a new rhythm
Beating to
a new rhythm
Self-taught Godinez Has Found a New Meaning in His Drum Playing 

 Music floods the ears of 
a congregation ready to pour out their 
souls in worship. A bass, guitar, violin, 
keyboard, a hundred voices, and a drum 
set bleed together to create beauty that 
tugs at heartstrings and brings peace.

 Confined in a box on the 
carpeted stage is 31-year-old and father 
of three, Anthony Godinez, who is a self-
taught drummer, the facilities manager, 
and the foundation of the worship team 
at Grant Avenue Baptist Church. 

 17 years ago while living in 
Covina, California, he, his brother 
John Godinez, and his cousin Dennis 
Godinez decided to start a rock-and-
roll band. His brother, being the eldest, 
chose to sing and play the guitar, while 
his cousin claimed the bass and left 
Godinez with the drums.

 It took some time for Godinez 
to enjoy drumming. Being left-handed, 
he became frustrated with John Godinez 
and Dennis Alvarez for switching the set 
so they could play right-handed. “I spent 
a majority of my time trying to learn how 
to play right-handed because I didn’t 
want to have to switch the drums.”

 With time he found a love for 
the instrument, “[it] is the idea of just 
making sounds. You just have all these 
drums in front of you that you can hit 
in different sequences and make sounds, 
different sounds and not have to focus 
on if it’s the right chord or in the right 
key.”

 Once his kids were being 
born and his family began to grow, he 
took a five to six-year break, but now 
practices at home every day for at least 
an hour. Sometimes he will catch his 
eldest, Audrey Godinez, who has shown 
an interest in learning to play drums, 
watching him from the doorway.

 Outside of church, he enjoys 
fishing and spending time with his 
family. Taking his kids out with their 
cousins on his brother’s boat has been 
a highlight for him. As of now, Audrey 
Godinez is interested in drumming and 
softball, Adella Godinez is pursuing 
singing, and Benjamin Godinez is living 
his best life as a toddler.

 Four years ago, he moved his 
family to Corvallis, where his wife, 

Tatiana Godinez, met GABC’s associate 
pastor's wife, Charissa Bernard while 
letting their kids play at a neighborhood 
park. The Godinez family went to 
GABC’s Harvest Festival, then started 
attending Sunday services regularly.

 Growing up, Godinez was 
forced to go to a Catholic church by his 
father, which “definitely made me not 
want to be a part of it.” He did not enjoy 
the ritualistic aspect of the Catholic 
church and stated that going to church 
he, “[had] to wear a suit, and I have to 
do all these weird rituals, and stand up, 
sit down, kneel.”

 Despite his dislike for church 
during his childhood, three years ago 
after attending his first service with his 
family, he felt that, “[Pastor] Don was 
speaking directly to us, felt like God was 
speaking to us, and just the people here. 
I just felt loved quickly.” The following 
Sunday, he and his wife decided to stay 
at GABC and shortly after dedicated 
their lives to Christ.

 His journey towards being a 
drummer for the worship team began 
when he and the then associates, now 
lead pastor, Bryan Bernard and Godinez 
met up on a weekly basis. The worship 
team and Godinez’s past drumming 
experience was the topic of conversation 
one day, which led to Bernard nudging 
the worship team leader, Blane Higa, to 
talk to him.

 The worship team was in a 
period of transition with people leaving 
and Forrest Ling beginning to take on 
being the team leader. Lead singer and 
guitar player, Blane Higa shared that, 
“what was the most concerning for me, 
especially [for] a new believer, is why we 
worship and make sure they understand 
why they want to play.”

 Now after two years on the 
team, Higa sees Godinez as a leader and 
Ling remarked that, “He’s one of the 
most prepared every week [and] always 
brings a good attitude to practice and 
worship. We keep him in a cage for a 
reason,” Ling jokes.

 As a drummer, Godinez is the 
foundation of the songs and has displayed 
dedication and discipline to learn the 
songs considering he cannot read music 
and is self-taught by listening to the 
sounds. Additionally, he can change the 
piece to his liking. “If I decide to change 

anything, people are usually pretty on 
board with it.”

 Playing the drums for God, 
it gives Godinez a more intimate 
relationship with Him. His time 
practicing is his time to focus on why he 
is playing, and to make sure his heart is 
in the right place.

 “It’s not just focusing on what 
my hands are doing, but you know it’s the 
whole thing: worshipping, worshipping 
God, praying, making sure you know, 
I’m in the right place, my heart’s in the 
right place, understanding every song 
and the lyrics and all of it.”

 Three years ago, his brother John 
Godinez moved to Lebanon and came 
to GABC with Anthony and Tatiana 
Godinez’s encouragement. After some 
time at the church, John Godinez got 
saved, baptized, and became a member 
of the church.

 John Godinez later shared that 
he wanted to join the worship team 
as well, so after some discussion, he 
became a new worship team member. 
Godinez now enjoys playing with his 
brother again, but also enjoys the open 
and constructive environment and unity 
that Ling has created within the team.

 Additionally, he loves playing 
with bass player Jason Tai. “I think in 
most bands, what makes a band great 
is the way a bass player and a drummer 
can connect and be on the same page 
and Jason does that spot on. He knows 
exactly what I’m going to do and he 
knows how to match my kick patterns 
pretty good and he knows where I’m 
going with it.”

 Lastly, Godinez shared that 
Higa’s leadership makes worship fun 
because of the way he guides the team 
and, “when he explains to us the 
meanings behind each song, it gives us 
more feeling before we actually start 
playing the song.”

 Some struggles he has faced are 
finding the time to practice, making 
sure he is putting in the right amount of 
heart and effort, and learning the music. 
He explained that Christian music 
is more difficult to learn because the 
soundtracks usually have multiple drum 
sets.

 Godinez realized after he began 
his journey with the worship team 
that his previous playing that, “that 

there was no feeling behind what I 
was playing ever.” He has played every 
genre, but despite thinking it was simple 
and boring, he now understands that 
Christian music is the most challenging 
music he has ever played.

 “Physically and also just 
emotionally and feeling it actually has 
something to it now. I actually feel 
something when I play. I feel like there’s 
a purpose when I play. It’s not like 
before where, you know, you just had 
this structure and you were just playing 
the songs where it was like: verse one, 
chorus; verse two...”

 Higa expressed that Godinez is, 
“without a shadow of a doubt the hardest 
worker that’s ever walked the earth and 
I think that effort is also inspiring and 
uplifting, encouraging, and makes you 
want to try harder.”

 Besides playing alongside each 
other on the church's stage, Higa and 
Godinez read scripture together and 
Higa tries to give him tools to learn the 
Bible and be successful in his walk with 
God. “He works hard when life throws 
a lot at him. That guy literally beats 
through them.”

STORY BY  
ARIANNA STAHLBAUM

DRAWING BY NATANAELGINTING

Anthony Godinez, 31
Hometown: Corvina, California
Occupation: Facilities Manager 
at Grant Avenue Baptist Church, 
Corvallis
Hobbies/ Passions: Enjoys 
fishing, taking his family out on 
his brother’s boat, drumming, 
and his family
Religion: Christian
Goals: Put his family in a better 
position and set his kids up for 
success
Links:
grantavebc.org
facebook.com/grantavebc

At A Glance

http://www.grantavebc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/grantavebc/
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Gabby DuBois
My name is Gabrielle DuBois but I like to be called Gabby! I love just about 

anything that involves creative workspaces like art and writing. I am in my first 
year at LBCC. My major is currently psychology but trying to figure out how 
to switch to journalism. I wanted to take journalism, photojournalism more 
specifically because I like having a space where I can talk about the things I want 
to write about and that I find interesting. I have taken photography classes since 
the 8th grade, and I also had my own photography business in high school which 
did very well and now I'm moving onto college, so hopefully I can make the most 
of Photojournalism 134! I'm a sort of goofy character, with a pinch of spontaneity 
but I wouldn't change myself because I love it that way. I love to change my hair 
color, my hair never stays the same color for too long. 

I have a few goals for myself this year. One being getting more acquainted 
with my community, but due to the coronavirus that is going to be a little more 
difficult. Secondly, I want to know how to catch someone just with one article that 
could make someone appreciate as much as I do. Lastly, I want to have a few or 
maybe even several of my works published into The Commuter at LBCC. 

Hikari Kawai
My name is Hikari Kawai. I was born in Japan 
and lived there until I was seven years old, then 
my family moved to the States, Oregon. I really 

enjoy hiking, traveling and going on adventures! 
One of my biggest passions is photography, 

which sparked when I took a film photography 
class in my first year of high school. After that, I 
became involved in my high school's newspaper 
class in which I mostly spent my time on photo 

assignments covering sports to other school events.
 

I took a GAP year between 2018-2019 abroad in 
New Zealand and Nepal. So this is my very first 

term of college. My major is Journalism/ Mass 
Communication. I hope to dual enroll at OSU 
and double major with Cultural Anthropology.

Jakob Jones
My name is Jakob Jones, and I was born at a very young age.

This is my final term at Linn Benton Community College where 
I'm finishing up my Associates of Arts Oregon Transfer (AAOT) 

degree. After that, I hope to either transfer to Portland State 
University or Oregon State University to pursue Creative Business 

Management or Marketing.
I have a great hobby of photos and videos which are important 

tools in the marketing world. I'd like to apply the skills I already 
have to the marketing world. I'm most excited to learn about 

advertisements and creative design, while also learning how to 
analyze the efficacy of advertisements through the use of analytics.
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 another Song

 
 We are living in truly challenging 

and unique times. The precautions that 
are in place due to the current state of the 
country have severely limited what people 
are able to do on a daily basis, and people 
are looking for ways to stay entertained. 
Fortunately for music fanatics, big artists 
are also experiencing this excess of time and 
lack things to do. Because of this, we have 
gotten numerous releases from big music 
artists; some surprising and long-awaited. 

 Although we could go on for 
pages and pages about all the new music in 
the last couple of months, we are going to 
focus on three influential artists and their 
most recent projects; these artists being 
The Weeknd, Gorillaz, and Lil Uzi Vert. 

 The first of these albums to 
release was “Eternal Atake” by Lil Uzi 
Vert. Uzi has been one of the most 
popular and influential artists in the 
music industry ever since 2016 when he 
released two chart-topping albums in 
one year. Having not released an album 
since 2017, fans were begging for another 
project; especially since he had been 
hinting at releasing music all throughout 
2019. Near the end of 2019, he even said 
that 2020 was going to be his new 2016 
(the year he released two albums). He 
didn’t disappoint either. On March 6 he 
released “Eternal Atake,” then released 
“Lil Uzi Vert vs The World 2” only one 

week later on March 13. 
 Music fans all over the world were 

fully satisfied with the two albums that Uzi 
released, but the releases didn’t stop there. 
On March 20, one week after “Lil Uzi 
Vert vs. The World,” The Weeknd (Abel 
Tesfaye) released his much-anticipated 
album “After Hours.” In November of 
2019, Tesfaye posted a photo on Instagram 

showing a complete change in his style 
and aesthetic. He had changed his large 
head of dreadlocks into a small afro, had 
a mustache and glasses, and wore a red 
designer suit. The caption of the post read: 
“The fall starts tomorrow night.” 

 His appearance is not the only 
aspect of his style and aesthetic that has 
changed. His new album, and the singles 
leading up to it, are heavily 80s-influenced, 
with a variety of synthesizer melodies and 
retro drum machine sounds which pair 
well with his high, Michael Jackson-
esque singing voice. It has been met with 
widespread critical acclaim, and many 
(including myself) believe that this is The 
Weeknd’s best style of music to date. 

 The latest of these releases, 
hitting the public on April 9, is “Song 
Machine 3” by Gorillaz. Although it is 
only three singles as opposed to an entire 
album, it is a treat to anyone who has been 
following the band at any point during 
their illustrious 19-year career. This 
project continues with what they have 

made on “Song Machine 1” and “Song 
machine 2,” leaving many wondering if 
this high amount of activity will mean an 
album release in the near future. 

 With so many big artists 
suddenly left with boredom and new 
found time on their hands, now is the 
time to be on the lookout for new music. 
You can find these new releases and many 
more on the LBCC Commuter’s Spotify 
playlist “New Music Round Up.” 

COURTESY: GORILLAZ

Gorillaz: "Song Machine Episode 3" 

The Weeknd: "After Hours"

"Lil Uzi Vert vs The World 2"

STORY BY  
DAVIS IHDE 
@_DAVISI

Three Big Artist Releases to Check Out Now

BACKGROUND PHOTO BY FREEPIK.COM

another Day,
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Complete the grid so each row, column, and 
3x3 box (in bold borders) contains every 

digit.

onwarD anD UpwarD!
 

“Onward” is the latest animated film 
from Disney and Pixar. As a modern 
animated take on the fantasy genre, this 
newest film is another magical entry 
in the 25 years Pixar has been making 
feature films.

 The story centers around a pair 
of brothers named Ian (voice of Tom 
Holland) and Barley (voice of Chris 
Pratt), whose father Wilden (voice of 
Kyle Bornheimer) passed away when they 
were younger. On Ian’s 16th birthday, 
he discovers his father’s enchanted staff; 
which kicks off a journey to find Wilden 
within 24 hours. The ensuing movie 
is 102 minutes of the bond between 
brothers and the magic of everyday life 
in more ways than one.

 The voice cast bolsters the film’s 
story, with the comedic talents and 
emotional bonds of the leads shining 
through. On top of Holland and Pratt 
previously showing their comedic 
qualities in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe, the two characters they voice 
are essentially two sides of the same coin. 
Ian’s strength is his intellect, Barley’s 
comes from his desire for adventure. As 
the film progresses; their bond is vital to 
the quest at hand.

 As always, the animation is 
without peer; as the “modern fantasy” 
setting utilizes a myriad of creative 
visuals and gags. A key scene in a tavern 
run by a manticore (voice of Octavia 
Spencer) also reveals that it’s become the 
equivalent of a family “Medieval Times” 
restaurant. One group of side characters 
are a bunch of pixies that take up the role 
of a motorcycle gang. Barley’s beat-up 
van, “Guinevere” shares the name of the 
maiden who would become the queen of 
King Arthur.

 Though not the first film to use 
these concepts, Pixar has once again 
excelled at imbuing the story with a 
human quality that can connect with 
young and old audiences alike; further 
demonstrating the craft they’ve honed in 
the 25 years since the release of the first 
“Toy Story.”

 Overall, “Onward” is an 
enchanting animated adventure; highly 
recommended for Pixar fans and viewers 
of all ages. 

'ONWARD'
STARRING: Tom Holland, Chris Pratt, Julia Louis-Dreyfuss, 

Octavia Spencer, Mel Rodriguez, Lena Waithe, Ali 

Wong, Tracey Ullman and Wilmer Valderrama with Kyle 

Bornheimer and John Ratzenberger
DIRECTOR: Dan Scanlon
RATED: PG

MY RATING:   PHOTO COURTESY: IMDB.COM

STORY BY  
STEVEN PRYOR 
@STEVENPRR2PRYOR
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Sleeping harD or
harDly Sleeping?
Sleeping harD or
harDly Sleeping?

 With a lot of us self-
isolating, it may feel like time is passing 
us by differently. Either the days are flying 
by, taking forever to end or beginning 
to meld together out of our control. 
Practicing healthy sleep schedules may be 
more important to do now than ever. 

 Teenagers typically need 8-10 
hours of sleep while adults only need 
around 7-8 hours nightly. It’s important 
to maintain a regular internal clock 
for your physical and mental health. 
According to health.gov, a regular sleep 
schedule will improve your immune 
system, stress levels, and will allow you to 

think more clearly. 
 Sure this all sounds great, but 

it’s easier said than done. Here’s a few 
tips and small steps to help you adjust to 
creating a manageable sleep schedule.

 • Consistency is key: Set a time 
to wake up every morning and stick to 
it.Avoid caffeinated drinks in the late 
afternoon or evenings.

 • Only go to bed if you’re sleepy; 
if you can't fall asleep after 20 minutes 
get up and move around.

 • Limit exposure to bright lights 
in the evenings.

 • Don’t use electronic devices 
30 minutes prior to bedtime, instead 
establish a relaxing routine.

 Self-Care During Self-Quarantine; Sleep Schedules

STORY BY  
KATIE LITTLEFIELD

IMAGE: FREEPIK.COM

ZOOM MEETING: Click Here 

inClUSion From aFar
EDI Continues to Engage with LB Community Through Newsletter

 The EDI has served as a safe and 
inviting space for the LB Community for 
years. It’s a great place to read a book, 
play a board game, spend time with 

friends, or just chill out between classes. 
The inviting and friendly staff make the 
EDI feel like home to a lot of students. 

 With the current circumstances, 
many of us find ourselves missing these 
sort of “homes away from home.” It can 
be hard, after having two or three Zoom 
meetings in a day, to find a place to relax 

and unwind.
 While the EDI can no longer 

provide a physical recreation space, it 
is by no means leaving students in the 
dust. Several virtual initiatives are being 
developed and instituted by EDI staff 
to keep our community connected and 
engaged during quarantine.

 Department Director Javier 
Cervantes has shared the first EDI 
newsletter of the term, providing students 
with resources for involvement, as well as 
some words of encouragement for those 
who are missing their favorite on-campus 
hangout spot.

STORY BY  
CALEB BARBER 
@CALEBBARBER12

Check out the full 
newsletter here, and 
learn more about the EDI 
at LBCC’s website.

https://linnbenton.zoom.us/j/717613966
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l3OlMSpBS-dpkuvHnylJvmIewv-JIkQL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l3OlMSpBS-dpkuvHnylJvmIewv-JIkQL/view
https://www.linnbenton.edu/current-students/involvement/institutional-equity-and-diversity-inclusion/

