Social Problems and Issues (SOC 206)


Instructor: Arfa Aflatooni

MTR 11-12:50






Office: SSH 105
Summer 2014





E-mail: AFLATOA@linnbenton.edu 

Phone: 541-917-4537 

My LBCC Web Page: http://linnbenton.edu/artcom/social_science/aflatoa/ 
Course Description and Objectives 
This course attempts to examine the current social problems and issues in our contemporary American society.  We will analyze and discuss the root-causes of our social problems by examining appropriate empirical studies in the field of sociology. The main objective of the class is to encourage students to develop a sociological understanding of our social problems. In other words, to see how we are all affected directly or indirectly by the problems in our society. 

I strongly encourage the students in this class to participate in class discussions, present their views and experiences in relation to various issues that will be discussed in class. 

Required Book 
Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Social Issues, 18th ed. Kurt Finsterbusch.
I have also placed a textbook on social problems on reserve in the library as a reference for those students who want read up more on the issues we discuss in class.
Exams and Grading 
There will be two all essay tests (one midterm and one final) for this class. The questions on each test come from lectures, videos, and class discussions.  Your final test is not cumulative. This instructor will give no make-up exam unless the student has made a previous arrangement with the instructor. 

Debating Issues Papers 
You will have to turn in a report on the issues debated in Taking Sides. I have outlined the issues on the syllabus for each day of our class. Please do the following when type your report:

1. Read the two sides of the issue

2. Assess the two sides of the issue

3. What is your position on the issue, do support one side or the other or somewhere in between? And why?

4. What remedies would you suggest in dealing with the issue?

Your report should be typed and between 1 to 2 pages.  
Grass Roots Presentation
Each student is also required to find a grass roots organization on the WWW that addresses or tries to remedy a social problem (one of the problems we have covered in class or one that we have not covered in class). Describe the history and agenda (goals) of the organization as well as its achievements in your report. Each student is expected to present (a five to ten minute presentation) his or her findings to the rest of the class. Your report should be typed (2-4 pages) and turned in on the day of your presentation (July 22 and 23). You will not receive full credit for your report if you do not present it to class. You need to submit to me the name of your chosen organization by July 9. 
Here are the criteria for choosing a Grass-Roots Organization

· The organization must be a non-governmental organization (NGO).
· It has to be founded by an individual or a group of individuals who sought to define a condition as a social problem.
· It has to address a very specific social problem (i.e., racial or gender discrimination, crime and drug problems, health and educational disparities, environmental issues, effects of war on society, etc.) 
· It has to have a history of activism at the local, national or international level.
· It has to offer some realistic and workable solutions to the problem ( history of some of its achievements)
Class Participation and Attendance

Sociology is an interactive discipline and therefore you will be an active participant during each class. You are expected to attend the class having read the assigned chapters or any other reading for the week. Habitual absences and tardiness are distracting to others as well as to your own learning process. 
Final Grade Breakdown:

In-Class Tests = 40%, 
Debating Issues Reports Assignments = 35%, 
Grass Roots Paper and Presentation = 20%
In-Class activities=5%
Class policy on Plagiarism 
Students who use someone else’s work as their own or copy information or ideas from outside sources without proper citations will receive an “F” for their work. Bibliographies and in-text citations are required whenever you use outside sources, including the Internet. Do Your Own Work! 
Students with Disability 
Students who have some type of disability or medical condition that will require them to take their tests at the Office of Disability Services (917-4789) should contact me at the beginning of the term (the first week) and provide documentation from the Office of Disability Services so that I can make the appropriate arrangements with the ODS to take their tests there. 

Missed Exams 
Missed exams will be counted as zeros except for extraordinary circumstances. Acceptable reasons for missing an exam would include major health problems or a death in the family, etc. Please note that the arrangements should be made with me before the exam. Make-up exams are taken at Student Assessment Center at Red Cedar Hall-111. 
Limited Use of Email and Electronic Devices in Class
This is not an online class and therefore I expect that most of our communications will take place in person and in class. You need to turn in your completed reports in class. If you miss class for any reason, you need not to email me about that. On rare occasions where you are out of town or very ill and need to communicate with me you can send a short message or email you work to me. Also,

Out of respect for your classmates and me, no cell phones, BlackBerry Devices, IPods, or MP3 players are allowed in class. Please turn off all electronics before class. Also, no e-cigarettes are allowed in the classroom.
Tentative Lecture Topics 
June 23

Defining Social Problems and Debating Social Issues: Introduction 
June 24
Wealth and Poverty
Debating issues paper: Is Increasing Economic Inequality a Serious Problem?






OR




     Was Welfare Reform The Right Approach to Poverty?
July 26
Race and Ethnic Inequality: 
Debating issues paper: Is America Close to a Post-Racial Society?





OR




      Does Immigration Benefit the Economy?

June 30
Gender, Age and Sexual Orientation
Debating Issues paper: Can Women Have It All?





OR




      Is Gender Wage Gap Justified?
July 1
Problems of Crime and Social Control
Debating Issues paper: Is the Crime Rate the Best Measure of Understanding and Treating Crime?
July 3
Alcohol and Other Drugs: Chapter 8
Debating Issues paper: Should Laws against Drug Use Remain Restrictive?
Midterm July 7 at 10 AM
July 8
Physical and Mental Health Care
Debating issue paper: Will Biotechnology Have the Greatest Impact on the Next half of Century?
July 10
Problems in Education
Debating issue paper: Are the Teachers the key to Greatly Improving American Education?
July 14
Social Problems of Politics and Economy
Debating Issue paper: Is Government Dominated by Business?





OR




   Does Capitalism Have Serious Defects?





OR




   Should the Government Intervene in a Capitalist Economy?
July 15
Population Problems and Environment
Debating issues paper: Is It Necessary to Become Less Consumerist?





OR




     Is Humanity Dangerously Harming the Environment?
July 17
War and Terrorism
Debating Issue paper: Are We Headed toward a Nuclear 9/11? 
July 21 and 22
Presentations of Grassroots Organizations

Final Test:  July 24 at 11 am 

A Sample List of some Grass-Roots Organizations
Drugs and Addiction: 
Alcoholics Anonymous
Al-Anon and Alateen

Cocaine Anonymous

Co-Dependents Anonymous

Mothers against Drunk Driving

Economic Inequality and Poverty: National Coalition for Homeless





       National Low Income Housing Coalition





       National Neighborhood Coalition





       Children Defense Fund

Health Issues: 
Alzheimer Support Group



Overeaters Anonymous

Discrimination based on Race and Gender: Southern Poverty Law Center





                      National Organization for Women





                      Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere
Environment: Sierra Club



Earth First



Student Environmental Action



Green Peace

Violence and War: Food Not Bombs



        The Nonviolence Web



        Iraq Veterans against the War

