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INTRODUCTION,

Y ZERHAPS the Sentiments contained in
P the following Pages, are not ye£ {uf-

ficientlv fathionable to procure them
general Famur; a long Habit of not
thinking a ITning wrong, gives 1t a fuper-
ficial appeararce of being right, and raifes
at fir:t a formidable Outcry in defence of
Cuttom. But the Tumul: foon fubfides.

Time makes more Converts than Reafon,

As a long and violent abufe of Power, is
generally the Means of calling the right of it
in queftion (and in Matters too which might
never have been thought of, had not the
Sufferers been aggravated into the enquiry)
and as the ing of England hath un-
dertaken i his own Rigit, vo {upport the
Pacliament in what he calls Theirs, and as
the good People of this Country are griev-
oufly opprefled by the Combination, they
have an undoubted Privilege to enquire into
the Pretenfions of both, and equally to
reject the Ulurpation of either,

In
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In the following Sheets, the Autner hath
ftudioufly avcided every Thing which is
perfonal among ourfelves. Compliments
as well as cenfure to Individuals make no
Part thereof. The wife, and the worthy,
need not the Triumph of a Pamphiet; and
thofe whofe Sentiments are injudicious, or
unfriendly, will ceafe of themfelves unlefs
too much Pains are beftowed upon their
Converfion.

The Caufe of America 1s in a great Mca
fure the Caufe of all Mankind. Many
Circumftances hath, and will arife, which
are not local, but univerfal, and throurrh
which the Principles of all Lovers of Mau-
kind are affec@ed, and in the Event of
which, their Ar’?:c"cions are 1nterefted. The
laying a Country defolate with Fire and
Sword, declaring War againlt the natural
Rights of all Mankind, and extirpating the
Dcfenders thereof from the Face of the
Earth, is the Concern of every Man to
whom Nature hath given the Power of
feeling ; of which Clafs, regardlefs of Party
Cenfure, 1s the

AUTHOR,
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Qf the Origin and Defign of GOVERNMENT
in gemeral, with concife Remarks on the
EnGLisH CoNSTITUTION.

OME writers have {o confounded fociety
with government, as to leave little or
no diftin&ion between them; whereas,

they are not only different, but have diffe-
rent origins. Society 1s produced by our
wants, and government by our wickednefs;
the former promotes our happinefs po/izively
by uniting our affeCtions, the latter negaisvely
by reftraining our vices. The one¢ ene
courages intercourfe, the other creates dis-
tin@ions. The firft is a patron, the laft a
punifher.

Society in every ftate is a blefling, but
Government even in its beft ftate is but a
neceflary evil ; in its worft ftate an into-
lerable one: for when we fuffer, or are ex=
pofed to the fame miferies by @ Government,
which we might expe& in a country wizbout

Government, our calamity is heightened by
fﬁﬂe&:



Z COMMON SENSE.

refleCting that we furnifb the means by which
we {uffer. Government, like drefs is the
badge of loft innocence ; the palaces of Kings
are built on the ruins of the bowers of Para-
dife. For were the impulfes of confcience
clear, uniform, and irrefiftably obeyed,
Man would need no other lawgiver; but
that not Being the cafe, he finds it neceffary
to furrender up a part of his property to fur-
nith means for the protetioft of the reft;
and this he is induced to do, by the fame
predence which in every other cafe advifes
him, out of two evils to choofe the leaft.
Wherefere, {ecurity being the true defign
and end of government, it unanfwerably
follows, that whatever form therecf appears
moft likely to enfure it to us, with the leaft
expence and greateft benefit, is preferable to
all others.

In order to gain a clear and juft idea of the
defign and end of government, let us {fuppcie
a {mall number of perfons fettled in fome fe-
qgeftered part of the earth, unconneted with
the reft; they will then reprefent the firft
peopling of any country, or of the world.
In this ftate of natural liberty, fociety will
be their firft thought, A thoufand motives
willexcite them thereto, the ftrength of one

man:
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man is {o unequal to his wants, and hismind
fo unfitted for perpetual folitude, that he
is foon obhiged to feek afliftance and re-
lief of another, who in his turn requires
the fame. Four or five united would be
able to raife a tolerable dwelling in the midft
of a wildernefs, but on¢ man might labour
cut the commoan period of life without ac-
complithing any thing; when he had feli-
ed his timber he could not remove it, nor
erect it after it was removed; hunger in the
mean time would urge him from his work,
and every different want call him a different
way. Dileale, nay even misfortune would
be death ; for tho’ neither might be mortal,
yet either would difable him from living,
and reduce him to a ftate in which he might
rather be faid to perith, than to die,

Thus neceflity like a gravitating power
would fuon torm our newly arrived emi-
grants into fociety, the reciprocal bleflings
of which, would fuperfeds, and render the
obligations of. law and government unne-
ceflary while they remained perfectly juft to
each other : but as nothing but Heaven is im-
pregnable to vice. it will unavoidably hap-
penthat in proportion as they furmount the
firft difficultics of emigration, which bound

them
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them together in a common caufe, they
will begin to relax in their duty and attach-
ment to each other : and this remifine(s will
point ont the neceflity of eftablifthing fome
form of government to fupply the detect of
moral virtue.

Some convenient Tree will afford them a
State- Houfe, under the branches of which
the whole Colony may aflfemble to deliberate
on public matters, It is mote than probable
that their firft laws will have the title only of
RecurLaTions and be enforced by no other
penalty than public dif-efteem. In this firft
Earliamcnt every man by natural right will

ave a feat,

But as the Colony encreafes, the public
concerns will encreafe likewife, and the
diftance at which the members may be fe-
parated, will render it too inconvenient for
all of them to meet on every occalion as at
firt, when their number was f{mall, their
habitations near, and the public concerns
few and trifling, This will point out the
convenience of their confenting to leave the
legiflative part to be managed by a felelt
number chofen from the whole body, who

are {fuppofed to have the fame concerns at
ftake
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flake which thofe have who appointed them,
and who will a& in the fame manner as
the whole body would a& were they pre-
fent. If the colony continue encreafing, it
will become neceffary to augment the nuin-
ber of the reprefentatives, and that the in<
tereft of every part of the colony may be
attended to, it will be found beft to divide
the whole into convenient parts, each part
fending its proper number: and that the
elected might never form to themfelves an
interelt feparate from the eledfors, prudence
will point out the propriety of having elec-
tions often: becaule as the eleéfed might by
that means return and mix again with the
general body of the ¢/eéfors in a few months,
their fidelity to the Public will be fecured
by the prudent reflexion of not making a rod
for themfelves, And as this frequent in-
terchange will eftablith a common intereft
with every part of the community, they
will mutually and naturally fupport each
other, and on this (not on the unmeaning
name of king) depends the grength ¢ go-
vernment ; and the bappinefs of the goverred.

Here then is the origin and rife of govern-
ment; aamely, a mode rendered neceflary by
the inability of moral virtue to govern the

world;
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world ; here too is the defign and end of
government, viz. Freedom and Security,
And however our eyes may be dazzled with
fhow, or our cars deceived by lound; how=
ever prejudice may warp our wills, or in-
terelt darken our underftanding, the fimple

voice of nature and of reafon will fay, ’tis
right,

I draw my idea’ of the form of govern-
ment from a principle in nature which no
art can overturn, viz. That the more fimple
any thing is, the lefs liable it is to bediforder-
ed, and the eafier repaired when diforder-
ed; and with this maxim in view 1 offer a
a few remarks on the fo much boafted con-
ftitution of England. 'That it was noble
for the dark and flavith times in which it was
ereCted, is granted. When the world was
over-run with tyranny the leaft removethere-
from was a glorious refcue. But that it is
imperfe, fubject to convulfions, and in-
capable of producing what it feems to pro-
mife is eafily demonftrated,

Abfolute governments, (tho’the difgrace
of human nature) hath this advantage with
them, that they are fimple; if the people
fuffer, they know the head from which their

- {uftering
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fuffering fprings ; know likewife the reme-
dy; and are not bewildered by a variety of
cauf=s and cures. But the conftitution of
England is fo exceedingly complex, that
the nation may [{uffer for years together
without being able to difcover in which
part the fault lies, fome will fay in one
and fome in another, and every political
phyfician will advife a different medicine.

1 know it is difficult to get over local or
long ftanding prejudices, yet if we wilk
{fuffer ourfelves to examine the component
parts of the Englith conftitution, we fhall
find them to be the bafe remains of two
ancient tyrannies, compounded with fome
new Republican inaterials,

Firfi—The remains of Monarchical ty-
ranny in the perfon of the King.

Secondly.—~The remains of Ariftocratical
tyranny in the perfons of the Peers.

Thirdly.~—The new Republican materials,
mn the perfons of the Commons, on whofe
virtue depends the freedom of England.

The two firft by being hereditary are in=
dependent
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dependent of the People; wherefore in 2
conflitutional fenje they contribute nothing
towards the freedom of the State.

To fay that the conftitution of England is
a unfon of three powers reciprocally cbecking
each other, is farcical, either the wards
have no meaning or they are flat contradic<
tions.

To fay that the Commons is a check upon
the King, prefuppofes two things.

Firfl—That the King is not to be
trufted without being looked after, or in
other words, that a thirft for abfolute power
is the natural difeafc of Monarchy.

Secondly. =~ That the Commons by being
appointed for that purpofe, are ither wifer
or more worthy of confidence than the

Crown.

But as the fame conftitution which gives
the Commons a power to check the King
by with-holding the fupplies, gives after=
wards the King a power to check the Com-
mons by empowering him to rejet their

other bills; it again fuppofes that the King is
wifer



wifer than thofe, whom ithas already fuppof=
ed to be wifer than him. A meer abfurdity!

There is fomething exceedingly ridiculous
in the compofition of Monarchy ; it firft ex-
cludes a man from the means of informatie
on, yct empowers him to at in cafes where
the higheft judgment is required.— The
ftate of a king fhuts him from the World,
yet the bufinefs of a King requires him to
know it thoroughly: wherefore, the dif-
ferent parts by unnaturally oppofing and
deftroying each other, prove the whole
charater to be abfurd and ufelefs.

Some writers have explained the Englith
conftitution thus; the King fay they is one,
the People another ; the Peers are an houfe
in behalf of the king; the Commons in be-
half of the People; But this hath all the
diftin¢tions of an houfe divided againtt itfelf;
and tho’ the exprefli.ns be pleafantly arrang-
ed, yet when examined they appear idle and
ambiguous : and it will always happen, that
the niceft conftruction that words are capa-
ble of, when applied to the defcription of
fome thing which either cannot exift, or1s
too incomprehenfible to be within the com-
pafs of defcription, will be words of found

C only,
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only, and tho they may amufe the car, they
cannot inform the mind: for this explanation
inc'udes a previous queftion viz, bow came
tbe King ty a piwer which the People are
afraid to trufi and always obliged to check?
Such a power could not be the gift of a wife
People, neither can any power which needs
checking be from Gud: yet the provifion
which the conftitution makes, fuppofes fuch
a power to exiit.

But the provifion is unequal to the tafk,
the means either cannot, or will not ac-
complifh the end, and the whole affair is a
Felo de fe: for as the greater weight will al-
ways carry up thelefs, and asall the wheels
of 2 machine are put in motion by one, it
only remains to know which power in the
conftitution has the moft weight, for that
will governs and tho’ the others, or a part
of them, may clog, or as the phrafe is, check
the rapidity of its motion, yet fo long as
they cannot ftop it, their endeavours will be
ineffeCtual : the firft maoving power will at
‘aft have its way, and what it wants in {peed
1s {upplied by time. -

That the crown is this overbearing part in
the Englith conftitution necds not be mena
tioned,
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tioned, and that it derives its whole confe-
quence merely from being the giver of piac-
es and penfions is felf-cvident, wherefure,
tho’ we have been wife enough to (hut and
lock a door againt ablclute Monarchy, we
at the {xme time have bren foolith enough
to put the Crown in poficilion of the key.

The prcjudice of Englifhmen in favour of
their own government by King, Lords and
Corrmans, arif<s as much or meoere from na-
tional pride than reafon. Individuals are
undoubtedly fafzr in E.léland than in fcme
other Couniries: but thz wi/ of the King is
as much the Jzaw of the land in Britzin as in
France, with this difference, that inltead
of proceeding direlly frem his mouth, it
is handed to the People vnder the more
formidable thipe of an act of Parilament.
For the fate of Charles the fi:ft, hath only
made Kings more fubtile—nct more jult.

Wherefore laying afide ail nation:] pride
and prjudice in favour cf medes and forms,
the plain trath is, that #¢ 25 wdoliy owing to
the conflitution cf the Deople, and not to toe
confhitution of the Gevernment thatthe Crown
is not as opprefiive in England as in Turkey.

An enquiry into the confitutional erzors
in
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in the Englith forin of government, is at
this time highly neceffary; for as we are
never in a proper condition of doing juftice
to others, while we continue under the in-
fluence of fome leading partiality, fo neither
are we capable of doing it to ourfelves while
we remain fettered branyobltinate prejudice.
And as a man who is attached to a proftitute
isunfitt-d to choofe or judge of a wife, fo any
prepofleffion in favour of a rotten conftitu-
tution of gvernment will difable us from
dif{cerning a good one.
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