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Your Community Compass

Nora Palmtag

Contributing Writer

an you sing, dance, play music, act, build
things, draw, or design clothes? Want to
learn how?
Do you feel out of sync within your
life or within school? If you ever wanted
to fit in or gain a new family of friends, then try out for a
part or join the crew in a production at the theater with
Dan Stone, director extraordinaire.

Watching the rehearsal of “A Christmas Carol” writ-
ten by Charles Dickens, adapted by John Mortimer
and directed by Dan Stone with stage manager, Katrina
DiFonzo, I walked into the theater without introducing
myself to anyone and Dan Stone was not present at the
time. I was overcome immediately with a sense of ac-
ceptance, friendship, and camaraderie, which is usually
accomplished after months of working together. Coming
from different backgrounds, the actors were working like
awell-oiled machine, even though there were no lighting
or technical staff on site.

Stone incorporated different forms of theater meth-
ods from Greek chorus, along with the use of masks, to
Kabuki color schemes and Bunraku puppetry to produce
this most interesting version of “A Christmas Carol” (A
preview of the puppets from the play can be seen on the
LBCC website just below the Roadrunner mail site.)

From the beginning of the production, the cast from
Mrs. Scrooge to Tiny Tim are a very professional team,
imparting with the correct actions, moods, and spirit of
Christmas.

The puppet, starting with the grisly and gruesome
Jacob Marley, is very effective in displaying the hope-
lessness of Mrs. Scrooge’s former happy past. The next
puppet is an unexpected surprise of beauty and ingenu-
ity of Christmas past, showing the consequences of Mrs.
Scrooge’s past actions. Finally, the vision of the third
specter of the Ghost of Christmas future, which helps
to change the mood to one of hope for Mrs. Scrooge’s
future.

Don’t miss this great production! Come out Decem-
ber 1, at 7:30 p.m. opening night for only $5, with all the
proceeds going to the Theater Club.

December 2 is the official opening night with hors
d'oeuvres and drinks in the lobby at the end of the play
to meet the cast at the Russell Tripp Performance Center
in Takena Hall at Linn-Benton Community College.

Spotlight on Scrooge: on Pg. 9
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Choir Shines in the “Light”

Carter Patton

Contributing Writer

With lines out the door at the Russell Tripp Per-
formance Center, people were ready for music!

All five of the choirs LBCC has to offer were pre-
pared to sing for a sold-out show on Tuesday, Nov.
22. James Reddan, LBCC music instructor and the
conductor of the choirs, was hustling around the
theatre finalizing details for the show.

The show for the night was called “Light: The
Sun, Moon & Stars.” Many of the songs were not
performed in English, but the sounds and emotions
from the songs portrayed a perfect image of the title
of the show.

Songs were done in languages from Hebrew to
Latin, which shows how talented and serious Red-
dan is about his work. He loves music.

Reddan said, “The most important part of this
night is the synchronization with choirs and staff for
the event.”

Reddan has many coveted achievements in his
career. One of the most honorable that he spoke of
was the announcement that his Re-Choired Element
Chamber Choir of 30 students would be performing
in London for the 2012 Summer Olympics.

With Concert Choir, Re-Choired Element
Chamber Choir, Women’s Ensemble, Blue Light
Special, and The Sirens, he had his hands full.

Theaudienceforthe performancewaseagerforthe
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Read more about LBCC’s Concert Choir in a
profile by Emily Smucker on The Commuter
website at: wp.me/p14GZu-4HA

show to start, some people showing up almost an
hour and a half before the doors opened to get the
best seats in the house. Although tickets cost seven
dollars for students in advance and at the door, it
is general seating at the Russell Tripp Performance
Center, first come first served.

For people who were not able to attend the per-
formance, there are DVDs of the concert for sale at
$15. All orders received by Dec. 9 will be processed
and mailed in time for Christmas.

During the intermission after the Women’s En-
semble performed, people were able to indulge in
refreshments provided by the Red Apron Catering
Co., as well as visit with Reddan, who loves to hear

feedback of the choirs’ performance.

One of the show-stoppers of the night was Blue
Light Special, an all-male a capella group. They used
vocal percussion, or beat-boxing, to keep on pace
with each other and put on a great performance.

Ricky Banales, an attendee of the concert, said,
“The way they stay on beat with each other and har-
monize is truly amazing.”

Even if Blue Light Special was a crowd favorite,
each choir brought something unique and different
to the audience. The Performing Arts Department
loves providing amazing experiences for the audi-
ence and is always in the process of making their
next magical performance.

“A Christmas Carol” is next up on the list for the
department, which Patti Ball says “should be an awe-
some show — we would love to have everyone come
back.”

Ball is the Program Coordinator for LBCC and
does a huge part in putting on the performances
and making sure everything runs smoothly. She is
a behind-the-scenes person, and many of the things
she does go unnoticed by audiences.

Ball said, “The hardest part of organizing the
shows starts an hour before doors open: set up as
well as getting staff prepped and in place. Other than
that, it’s tons of fun!”

Hard work from students and staff goes into this
night, but the smiles and satisfaction that everyone
receives far outweighs the hours put into it.

Executive Order Expedites Student Loan Law

Melvin Dietz

Contributing Writer

Students across the country have
been protesting their colleges and
universities. The reason for these pro-
test, besides the national Occupy Wall
Street movement, is about student
debt. More specifically, these students
are protesting because of tuition hikes,
and the expensiveness of student loans
and how these loans are unfair.

At several universities in Califor-
nia, these demonstrations have been
increasingly grabbing the attention of
the news because of excessive police
force. Police warned the protesters

to vacate the area, threatening to use
chemical agents if they did not com-
ply with demands, at which point the
student protesters formed a large sit-in
circle. This resulted in police officers
using police strength pepper spray on
the sitting individuals.

Also, students were protesting in
a building, and police forced them
out of the building. The students later
wanted back in to the building, but
were met by police at the front door.
Students then became increasingly
angry, which led to shattering a glass
door. According to the San Francisco
Chronicle, four students were arrested
and one police officer had to go to the

hospital.

The protests have become more
active because the board of trustees
decided to increase tuition by nine
percent. This will be the second time
this year that trustees have raised tu-
ition.

With student debt on the rise, Pres-
ident Obama has drafted a program
that lowers the annual amount due
from 15 percent of annual income to
10 percent, making the total amount
owed less than what was borrowed.
He will also have a forgiveness plan
that will make any amount still owed
after 20 years nullified if the person has
been up to date on their payments.

These bills were already passed
in congress last year, but the new bill
states that it will go in to effect in 2012
instead of 2014. Only those who bor-
row after the bill is in effect will be
eligible to qualify for the benefits. To
give you a better idea of how big of
a problem student debt is, the total
amount owed by all students is larger
than the amount owed by all credit
card debt. Some people are calling this
the student loan bubble, much like
the housing bubble that crippled the
world economy, and are afraid that if
we don’t do something about it, it will
cause much more economic disparity
on top of the crisis we are in now.

Chef’s Choice-Special

Thursday:_

Tempura Vegetables

Friday: Chef’s Choice

THE COMMON'S' FARE
11/30-12706

Dishes: Coconut Braised:Short Ribs, Cassoulet,

Soups: Spanish Chicken and Beer Cheese

= Chef’s Choice

Tuesday: Chef's Choice

-Use a Computer

Do you have questions?
Do you just need a freindly face and smile?
Not sure where te go on campus?

-Study, Kick Back and Relax

-Mee¢ with Friends or Make New Ones
-Wateh a Movie, or Read a Book
-Search Scholarship Listings

-Find €ollege and €Community Resoureces

-Help with €areer Exploration

-Meeting €enter for €lubs

-Learn about Non-Traditional €arecer Programs
-Attend an Activity or Event

Diversicty is not aboli¢ how we differ,
Diversity is aboli¢ embracing
ome amnother’s tnigueness!

Located on the 2nd floor of the
Forum building: Room 220
Open Monday-Friday 9am to Ipm

Everyone is Welcome!
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Turbocharged Writing

Cory Warren

Contributing Writer

The room is filled with the din of key-
boards, the ding of a defiant typewriter
coming to the end of its line, and
the occasional burst of laughter as
someone leans in to a read a line. To
the casual observer, the conference
room at the Salem Public Library
would look like nothing more than
a bunch of writers working away on

clack of keyboards that they would be
starting a word war, where the writers
try to out-type each other in a burst of
10-15 minutes of writing. The mood in
the room changed immediately as ev-
eryone took a quick break to let
their hands have a rest before the
sprint. It did not take long into
the first word war to realize how
seriously the gathered writers
were. Everyone fell silent and was
focused solely on beating others,

their laptops, or scribbling away with
pen on paper. However, this group is
different.

or at least beating their own re-
cord. By the end of it, when peo-
ple slumped back in their chairs

It's November, and for over
200,000 writers worldwide, it is Na-
tional Novel-Writing Month (NaNo-
WriMo), where daring writers take
the month to write 50,000 words on a
novel. For members of the mid-Willamette
valley, meetings such as these offer a chance for
NaNo'ers, as they are called, to gather, share their
stories, goof off, and get some much-needed time
into their word counts.

NaNoWriMo first started in July of 1999, when a group
of 21 writers in the San Francisco Bay area decided to
try something new, and set out to challenge themselves
to write a short novel quickly, allowing the rush of try-
ing to meet a seemingly impossible deadline to help the
ideas flow freely and without censorship. The next year,
the group came together, choosing to move the event to
its new home of November, and opened a website. From
that day forward, the number of participants have steady
grown into a worldwide phenomenon, with over 2.8 bil-
lion words written during the 2010 event alone.

Moreover, as the event has grown, so too have the year-
ly meetings with the Salem NaNo region. What once was
only ten people sitting at a table in a room at Chemeketa
Community College, the growing popularity of the event
means the Salem Region, once only one of a handful in
Oregon, now boasts nearly 900 members, with hundreds
coming to the many write-ins hosted throughout the
month of November.

On Saturday, November 5, after a quick introduction
by Jamie King, the Salem area municipal liaison (a vol-
unteer who organizes a region’s events), and a few games
to break the ice and get the silliness flowing, the writers
were off. Each was quickly lost in their own stories as they
worked to catch up to the daily word count goal (1,667
being the average daily word count one must write to stay
on target.)

Periodically, King would stand up and shout over the

massaging their wrists (especially
those who wrote by hand during
the challenge), many walked
away with a sizeable portion of

their daily word count finished, and
three (one each for laptops, typewriter,

and handwritten) walked away with a
prize.

However, why would someone want
to put themselves through such a grueling challenge as
NaNoWriMo?

King summed it up as such: “I was very interested in
the idea of being able to write without the constraints of
having to worry about editing and the consistency and
quality”

To the average student who is so intent on getting a
good grade on their papers, this approach to writing may
seem foreign. The idea of rushing an idea out and working
on the number of words over the quality of what they are
saying can seem like a scary thought when you are used to
being graded on the content, and not simply the length.
However, even our professors here at LBCC see the bene-
fit of throwing caution to the wind and setting ideas down
on paper without censorship.

Writing instructor Karelia Stetz-Waters, who is doing
her first NaNoWriMo this year, spoke of how stepping
away from her usual rigidly-structured plans for a story
and just jumping in with abandonment was in some ways
freeing. “It allows me to explore the ideas and solutions
that would occur to me on the spot that I may have dis-
covered later in the process, but could now weave into my
story as I write it, and see what interesting new paths they
opened as I continued to write.”

Now, as November continues to wind down, the last
push to reach the coveted 50,000 words kicks into high
gear.

Continue reading about NaNoWriMo and see the 50,000 word stats
online at: wp.me/p14GZu-410

Page 3
Wednesday, Novmeber 30, 2011

OFFICE HOURS
with Paul Hawkwood

Anna Grace

Contributing Writer

If there is one thing you take
from his class, it’s Plato’s allegory
of the cave. It’s the one thing most
students never forget.

Paul Hawkwood, a writing in-
structor at LBCC, is great about
spreading the philosophy of the fa-
mous writer and Greek philosopher
Plato in his work to help understand
the need to learn. Even in writing,
Plato’s cave can come in handy,
making you think outside of the
box.

You may have heard his name
before; Paul Hawkwood proceeded
to help with finding a new online
course system other than Black-
board. He helped test Angel and
Moodle. He is one of the many we
can thank for the change.

Hawkwood has worked for LBCC for 27 years. He teaches an abundance of
writing classes. The one he loves the most is English 104. He says “it’s alot of fun,
because people can relate to it the most.”

Hawkwood also teaches Writing 121, 122, English 207, Asian literature, Afri-
can literature, and non-fiction essay writing. Asyou can see, he is a busy instruc-
tor.

Ifyou have never heard of Plato’s allegory of the cave, take one of Hawkwood’s
classes. You will not only learn new ways to write, but you will also learn things
that you can apply to everyday life.

provided by Paul Hawkwood
English instructor Paul Hawkwood

Read the complete QA online at: hitp://wp.me/p14GZu-41]

Where to find Paul Hawkwood

NSH-210

541-917-4570

Email:  paul.hawkwood.4496@mail.linnbenton.edu
Office Hours: Mon./Wed./Fri. 1-2 p.m.

Office:
Phone:

Earthquake Readiness

Erika Subhadra
Contributing Writer

On November 21, northeast India was struck with a magnitude $.9 earth-
quake. For those of us living on fault-lines the world over, perhaps now is finally
the time to think about what we will do when a big quake hits our region next.
So what do we do?

Find out by reading the full article online at: http://wp.me/p14GZu-4rw

Local:

Salem, Ore.
John Kitzhaber has said that he is
going to issue a reprieve to twice-
convicted murderer Gary Haugen,
who was set to be killed in two weeks.

- Oregon’s governor

Kitzhaber’s reprieve will last until the
end of his term, which ends in Janu-
ary 201S. Kitzhaber believes that it
is morally wrong and doesn’t want to
participate while he is still in office.
Oregon has executed two men since
voters reinstated the death penalty in
1984. Voters have outlawed it twice
and legalized it twice, and the state Su-
preme Court struck it down once. Vot-
ers most recently legalized the death
penalty in a 56-44 vote in 1984.

source: Associated Press

Portland, Ore. — Kyron Sloan, a spe-
cial needs sixth-grader, was pulled out
of class and forced to mow the school
lawn as punishment for falling asleep.

Sloan has ADD, Asperger’s, and a
medical condition that makes him
sleepy. Sloan said that the counselor at
Alice Ott Middle School came up with
the idea of having him push a mower.
source: Associated Press

Los Angeles — A woman suspected
of pepper spraying a crowd of people
during “Black Friday” has been re-
leased. The woman is suspected of
firing pepper spray into a crowd in
order to clear a path to a crate of Xbox
video game players that were being
unwrapped late Thanksgiving night at
a Walmart. Ten people suffered minor
injuries from the spray and 10 others
sustained cuts and bruises in the ensu-
ing chaos. The woman got away in the
confusion.

source: Associated Press

Boston — Grant Smith, 47, was arrest-
ed after he was caught viewing child

pornography on a Delta airline flight
from Salt Lake City to Boston. Smith
was sitting in first class. A fellow pas-
senger saw what he was watching and
flagged down a flight attendant. When
the plane landed at Boston Logan
International Airport, troopers inter-
viewed Smith and subsequently ar-
rested him. He has been charged with
possession of child pornography, and
police say additional charges could
follow. His bail is set at $15,000. He is
scheduled to be arraigned Monday.
source: Associated Press

Cairo, Egypt — The three American
students arrested during a protest in
Cairo have all been released and are
now safely back in the United States.
The young men were arrested on the
roof of a university building near
Cairo’s iconic Tahrir Square last Sun-
day, after officials accused them of

throwing firebombs at security forces
fighting with protesters. All three stu-
dents were studying at the American
University in Cairo. Protests have
been going on near Cairos central
Tahrir Square since Nov. 19, against
the landmark parliamentary elections
held on Monday.

source: Huffington Post

Mexico - The “undead” marched in
Mexico’s Zombie Walk to raise money
forfood banks, celebrate human rights,
and diversity. They set out to break the
zombie world record and managed to
do it this year. There were more than
9,800 people this year, more than dou-
bling last year 4,093 people.

source: ABC

Chestertown, MD — A man wear-
ing a Frosty the Snowman costume
was arrested during the Chestertown

Christmas Parade on charges that he
scuffled with a cop and kicked a police
canine. Kevin Michael Walsh, 52, said
that he has been dressing up as Frosty
for the past ten years and that he was
harassed by the police after he made a
remark about the dog being present.
source: Associated Press

Springfield, Ohio - Ohio Troopers
that were making a routine traflic stop
say that they found a pot present: 25
individually-wrapped packages of pot
that were disguised as presents. Ac-
cording to state officials, the marijuana
packages totaled to more than $63,000.
Robert Gomez, 35, of Bremerton,
Wash., has been charged with traf-
ficking and possession of marijuana
and possession of criminal tools, both
felonies, and a misdemeanor count of
driving under suspension, and is being
held in the Clark County jail.

source: Associated Press
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Occupy Movement GComes to Gorvallis

Sean Bassinger
Staff Writer

On most Monday and Thursday
nights, the Red Orchard Community
hall fills with dozens to discuss Oc-
cupy Corvallis, another formation
of individuals seeking to take charge
of their community’s financial well-
being.

The General Assembly — or GA
for short — puts the democratic pro-
cess to work for Occupy Corvallis, dis-
cussing the organization and finances
behind demonstrations. Anyone can
make proposals, highlight events in-
volving direct action, and help craft
solutions. Simply put, voices are heard
and plans are carried out.

Thursday’s meeting began with
Lisa Gonzales, facilitator of the eve-
ning’s events, prompting everyone
to introduce themselves and make
proposals if they had them. Proposals
were then discussed near the end of
the meeting.

Assembly meetings are regulated
with the help of a co-facilitator, who
keeps track of the order in which indi-
viduals raise their hand to offer input.
Both the facilitator and co-facilitator
change positions often, and give
others an opportunity to moderate
assemblies. Decisions are voted on
through a series of additional hand
signals representing agreement, dis-
agreement, off-topic discussions and
proposal blocks.

Thursday’s agenda began with dis-
cussions on the GA’s involvement with
local businesses, and lead off into de-
bates regarding the assembly’s finance
committee. Members of the finance
committee rotate often for the sake of
regulating diversity and maintaining

equal views.

GA member Eric Coker described
events that took place earlier in the
afternoon, including a march dubbed
“Funeral of the American Dream.
Nearly 80-120 individuals joined up
as four mock coffins labeled “Ameri-
can Dream,” “Democracy,” “Living
Wage” and “Middle Class” were car-
ried during the precession.

Chants such as “The banks got
bailed out, we gotsold out,” and “We...
are... the 99 percent” echoed through
downtown Corvallis as marches pro-
gressed.

Events started at the Gazebo in
Central park, and moved on to pro-
ceed through U.S. Bank, the county
courthouse, city hall, and Bank of
America. GA member Dylan Schwartz
was heard reciting the eulogy at U.S.
Bank.

“We, the 99 percent, hope to later
rest these growing economic injustic-
es with America and the world,” said
Schwartz. “Rest in Peace, the Ameri-
can dream.”

Managers at the Bank of America
locked their doors, and selectively
chose who was allowed to enter the
building for routine transactions.

Aside from organizing events in
their own communities, members of
the movement also aim to personally
keep in touch. Occupy Salem support-
er and GA member David Kay popped
into the meeting to announce updates
in Oregon’s capital. Kay explained
why mock coffins were not used after
noticing Occupy Salem’s banners read
“Save the American dream.”

“We decided itwasinappropriate to
carry the coffins in the Salem march,”
he said. “It just didn’t feel right.”

The evening concluded with

Students discuss the Occupy movement at “Talkupy” in the DAC. Read Sean Bassinger’s report of that
event online at: http://wp.me/p14GZu-4FN

Kody Kinsella

announcements and outlined propos-
als. One new suggestion called for
future Occupy Corvallis poetry read-
ings, which would increase the move-
ment’s overall artistic development.

Occupy Corvallis continues to
receive excellent support from local
institutions, including the Corvallis
Police Department and Public Library.
During a march, police were contacted
by bank officials in an attempt to re-
move demonstrators from the area.
Unlike other cities, the officers refused
and claimed marchers were not harm-
ing anyone.

“When they start throwing things
or hurting people, give us a call,” one

officer said.

The CPD was not contacted again.
In order to express gratitude for the
department’s more civil reaction, a
“thank you” card was passed around
and signed by all present GA mem-
bers.

The Corvallis Public Library has
also been supportive. The Library al-
lows for demonstrators to have sit-in
meditation sessions with signs, but
has also requested Occupy Corvallis
members bring their own seats to keep
others open for additional patrons.

Tony Vogt was among many GA
members who sympathized with the
Library’s requests.

“It’s a public space and people love
their library,” Vogt said. “We need to
do this in a way that’s welcoming.”

Aside from Saturday meditation
sessions, GA member Todd Jones can
be seen outside of the library with his
daughter most mornings, as he passes
out flyers outlining the time and loca-
tion of GA meetings.

GA meetings take place at the Red
Orchard Community Center at the
corner of 35th and Jackson on Monday
and Thursday nights between 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Up-to-date information on
the Occupy Corvallis movement can
be found on the Occupy Corvallis Fa-
cebook page.

Letter to the Editor: Declaration of the 99%

en in the course of corporate events,
it becomes necessary for a people to
dissolve their political bands with the

banks and corporations, and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station
to which the laws of nature entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes that require this separa-
tion.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
people are created equal. That they are endowed
in their existence with certain unalienable rights,
among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. That organizations created by individuals
are not to be granted or extended these rights as
they are by definition not people.

In writing this declaration I must humbly refer
to another, written over 200 years ago by a patri-
ot named Thomas Jefferson, with the assistance
of Benjamin Franklin among others. He found
that the differences between himself and others
in his colony and those colonies surrounding
him so starkly different to the ruler of those colo-
nies that they should declare themselves differ-
ent and separate. The colonies declared that all
governments should be ruled by the very people
they govern. The colonies also decided that if
at any time the government wasn’t functioning
in the people’s best interest that it should be al-
tered or abolished by the people. King George
of England was the ruler or government that had
done nothing for these colonies, and had perpe-
trated multiple transgressions against them. He
had enacted laws that were not in the colonies’

best interest and had made it nearly impossible
for them to repudiate them. He left the colonies
defenseless from attack, both from without and
from within. King George obstructed in the
administration of justice and made judges com-
pletely dependent on his will for salary and ap-
pointment. He allowed foreign powers to enact
“pretend legislation” that was alien to the British
constitution. King George had even taken away
the colonial charters and abolished their most
valued laws, fundamentally altering their form of
government. The only way the inhabitants of the
colonies found to define him was as a “Tyrant.”
Therefore the colonies declared themselves
“Free and Independent States,” “Absolved of all
allegiance to the British Crown.”

Like Thomas Jefferson, we too have found
some fundamental differences. Unlike him how-
ever our differences are not between ourselves
and our governments, but rather the vast ma-
jority or 99 percent of the Good People of the
Earth, and the banks and corporations, or one
percenters, that “enact pretend legislation” in our
stead. We find the legislation and acts they per-
petrate to be wholly unconscionable.

Chiefamong these acts is unbridled greed. To
enable this greed the one percenters have bought
politicians and enacted legislation that is not in
the best interest of the people being governed.
They have done this thru both political contri-
butions and lobbying laws. Then, utilizing this
system, the one percenters have systematically
eliminated our ability to enact legislation benefi-
cial to the people being governed. Some, but not

all, of these violations are:

o They have enacted tax codes and laws that
favor banks and corporations at the expense
of the people.

« They have “out sourced jobs” for their own
greed rather than the benefit of humanity.

« They have placed Health Care out of reach of
a significant portion of the population.

« They have both promoted and assisted in
the wholesale destruction of our natural
resources.

o They have instigated Wars with foreign pow-
ers, wholly for financial gain, and with a
cavalier disregard for the people.

o They have reduced or eliminated the ability of
the people to obtain an education.

In committing these acts the one percenters
have fundamentally altered our form of government.
As a conscionable people we are forced to declare
these and other violations against the very nature
of a decent and progressive society. We find that
these failures have been thrust upon us, the Good
People of the Earth, for nearly a century, and can
no longer suffer its failings. For too long we, the 99
percenters have petitioned for redress in the most
humble terms. These petitions have been answered
only with further injury, not only to our sensibilities,
but to our very bodies. They have actively excited di-
visions within our ranks to benefit their own greed.
They have on multiple occasions artificially, and
deliberately, created economic issues with the in-
tention of keeping us subdued and subordinate.

Any individual or organization, whose character is
thus marked by every act which may define a Ty-
rant, is by definition unfit to represent the free,
lucid and Good People of the Earth.

We, the 99 percent, have warned the one per-
cent from time to time of their attempts to extend
an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have
appealed to their sense of justice and decency and
have attempted to conjure kindred ties and disavow
these usurpations. These would inevitably disrupt
our correspondence leaving them deaf to the voice of
justice. We must, therefore acquiesce in the necessity,
which denounces our separation, and hold them in
violation of human rights.

We therefore, the representatives of the 99
percent of the Good Peoples of the Earth, in full
view of all assembled, appealing to the Supreme
Judge of the World for the rectitude of our intentions
do solemnly declare that the Good People of the
Earth free of the tyranny and suffering they perpe-
trate upon us. We further absolve ourselves from any
and all allegiance to them. That any connections we
may find in future encounters are completely ab-
solved and no alliance shall remain.

We, the undersigned, do hereby declare our
support of this declaration, with our Lives, our
Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Gorald Thoman

Words in Italic from the Declaration of Independence,
words not Italicized alter the original document.
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Occupylogether.org

THE STREETS

The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly
of the Occupy Movement

Jill Mahler

Editor-in-Chief

ately, it seems all the chatter is about the Occupy
I Movement. With news of destruction and police
intervention, it may be hard for some to see where
the line has been drawn and what is causing it to become

blurred. The following are some of the strengths and
weaknesses of the movement.

Head-less monster

Although the movement has the potential to create
change and make a difference, their pleas seem to be
silenced among the countless other demands and
misdirection within the crowd. The multiple demands
makes me wonder if they will be able to be met.

There are several demands being voiced by the
movement. Bucknell University Professor David
Kristjanson-Gural outlined eleven of the “demands”: “1)
campaign finance reform, 2) media democratization:
“that media companies be owned and managed by their
staff,” 3) the creation of “citizen boards” to influence
corporate regulation and deter regulatory capture, 4)
“expropriation of the health insurance industry,” 5)
“immediate review” of the constitutionality of the Patriot
Act, 6) immediate student loan reform and “gradual
implementation of a publicly funded ...
system,” 7) “restoration of the social safety net,” 8) “an
end to imperialistic wars” 9) “employee ownership plans”
be required of private corporations, 10) investigation of
crimes of the existing financial industry and replacement
of that industry by “publicly owned, worked-managed”
institutions, and 11) a truly democratic “economy and
political system that works for the 99 percent.””

The great divide

Chris Tilly, a UCLA professor of Urban Planning and
Sociology and director of the Institute for Research on
Labor and Employment, notes in the UCLA Engaged
Social Sciences blog some of the issues paralleling the
movement.

Age does seem to divide the group into separate
identities. “Young people come up with a tactic that is
dramatic, disruptive even when relatively small numbers
take part, and easily replicated in numerous locations.
Older, more experienced activists, in some cases after
initial hesitation, lend support and try to capture the
energy of the movement,” said Tilly. Tilly has visited
Occupy Wall Street, Occupy LA, Occupy Chicago, and
Occupy Cape Town.

He notes the sit-ins on February 1, 1960, where
four African American college students refused to
be segregated at the Woolworth lunch counter in
Greensboro, North Carolina. Several more individuals
joined the next day and caused sit-ins to “spread across
the Jim Crow South, involving more than 70,000 students
by August 1961 and desegregating public facilities all
over the region.” This protest was successful because it

education

remained non-violent, persistent and organized.
Strength in numbers

From the start of the Occupy movement on
September 17, 2011, thousands of people have joined the
movement. According to the Wikipedia Meetup page, an
“online social networking portal,” for “members to find
and join groups unified by a common interest.” “Occupy
Together” is currently listed as having 2,668 Occupy
communities worldwide.

Something to believe in

With economic and social inequality, the slogan of
“We are the 99 percent” isn’t hard to see why so many
are becoming vocal and active. Although, occupiers
have received support from individuals and companies,
sometimes in the form of donating supplies, but is that
enough? When you boil it down, will the occupiers have
awinnable case or do they have too many demands and
problems within the movement?

It’s all in the approach

Currently, the methods of the group have been
straight forward. Sit-ins, camps and marches have become
their weapon of choice. Despite violent occurrences,
such as riots and Molotov Cocktails, protesters as a
whole have tried to remain peaceful. Some approaches
within movements can be effective. Take groups such
as Move Your Money. They were a force for four million
people to switch their bank accounts from big banks to
credit unions after banks tried to charge members fees
to use their debit cards. Without better restrictions to
rein companies, such as banks in check, people have to
be their own watchdogs. Movements are a powerful tool,
especially when the ideas are those people can stand
behind.

What is in it for me?

With the movement raging on, some may be asking
what the protests are costing us. According to a survey
by The Associated Press, “the first two months of the
Occupy protests cost taxpayers at least $13 million in
police overtime and other municipal services.” They
go onto to say “the heaviest financial burden has fallen
upon law enforcement agencies tasked with monitoring
marches and evicting protesters from outdoor camps.
And the steepest costs by far piled up in New York City
and Oakland, Calif., where police clashed with protesters
on several occasions.” The cost of vandalism and repair
is not easy on cities or tax payers. However, I believe the
movement’s demands would be ignored if some strain
wasn't inflicted.

What’s next?

With the colder temperatures and structural limits,
protestors will need to find a place indoors to occupy.
The movement is only a few months old now, with several
obstacles and decisions left to be made. It is hard to say
at this moment how much longer the movement will
continue or if they will reach any success. However, the
numbers are not dwindling and the issues occupiers are
protesting for will not be swept under the carpet.
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Advice from Weiss

uestion: I came to college because I lost my
Q’Pb. I was never good at school, I hated it, really,
and I'was afraid to come to college, but I started in
the middle of last year because I needed to try and

do something, and though it’s been really hard, I've
pulled decent grades... I don’t like how hard I have to
work to pass my classes, and I really don’t like being a
broke student, but I've gotten through everything so s
far. Mark Weiss

So now, the company I used to work for offered me ~ Counselor
ajob. Not my old job. Not as good a job. But it would
pay the bills and I might get my old job back some day.

I've never wanted to be any big hero or star of anything. I never thought
Ineeded to get a college degree. I just want a life. And I could get one just by
quitting school and going back. But now there’s a part of me that thinks about
doing something new, something better, too. What do you think I should do?

nswer: First 'm going to say what I know I should say, and what most of
he people who read this paper know I should say... And then I'll speak
personally.

I think you have to do what’s best for you. You can weigh the pros and cons,
you can turn to advisers, teachers, counselors, ministers, family, or anyone else
to help you think it through. But in the long run, it will always come down to
you figuring out what’s best for you.

That’s some of the most common, and solid, advice ever given. We've all
heard it before, in movies, in books, and from family and friends. We all give
each other the “you have to do what’s best for you” pitch, because it is, in fact
good advice.

From my personal experience, however, there is a twist to this line of
thinking. The twist, it seems to me, is in knowing what “best” really means, and
knowing who “you” are.

You said you've “never wanted to be a hero,” for instance. And yet from what
you just described, you are acting heroically every day. Every day for almost a
year you have been coming to LB and doing something that’s hard for you. You
have done it because it was the right thing to do. And you’ve done whatever it
took to make it work. That’s a good definition of a hero.

An action is only heroic if it’s difficult, or frightening, or both. A knight in
shining armor is only heroic by facing the dragon. Batman only becomes a hero
when he takes on the Joker, even though the Joker could kill him and destroy all
of Gotham.

It’s doing the hard thing that makes a hero, and by your own testimony that
is just what you have done. So before making this decision, I think you need to
“re-frame” your idea of who “you” are. If you don’t take into account all of who
you are, you increase the odds of making the wrong choice.

Finally, there is “best.” What does that really mean in your life? In the history
of your life? Is this a time when you have to have a “best” that is immediate?
Then maybe you go back to work. Is this a time when you can invest in the
future of your life, the future history of your life? Than maybe it’s “best” to stick
it out at college, continue to face the dragons of doing school work that’s hard
for you, and struggling financially; because there is something worth working
for in your future.

That’s about as far as I can go in a column like this, and without meeting you
and really talking things through. But as I said before, you have many people
in your life that you can consult with. I encourage you to pick the two or three
people that know the real you, and talk with them. Really talk. Then consider
the pros and cons, and do what’s best for you.

Mark Weiss

Mark Weiss has been a counselor and adviser at LBCC for 20 years. The purpose
of this column is to answer students’ questions about the college, academic ad-
vising, and how to be successful at LBCC. Please send your questions to mark.
weiss@linnbenton.edu or stop by the Career and Counseling Center in Takena
Hall.
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Keep Busy Over Break

Carli Gibson
A&L Editor

If you're like me, you're counting
down the days until winter break.
Unfortunately, if you're also like me,
then once winter break hits youre
going to have no idea how to spend
your time besides sleeping. So, from
your friendly A&L editor, here are
some tips on how you can spend your
winter break!

One of my favorites, and possibly
one of the cheapest ideas, is a movie
night! Get together with your friends
and family, make some hot choco-
late, pop some popcorn, and watch a
movie! During this time of year, my
suggestion is the “Polar Express.” It’s
one of my favorite Christmas mov-
ies!

However, if youre not in the
mood, or you don’t celebrate Christ-
mas, I recommend plugging in “Su-
per8”

If you're not in the mood for a

movie, invite some friends over and
play some games! I'm not necessarily
speaking of video games - like the
new Skyrim everyone seems to be
so obsessed with — but some classic
games. Charades is always fun, or
some board games, perhaps.

But if you decide to go in the
direction of technology, then I rec-
ommend playing Just Dance. And, if
you don’t feel like dancing, it’s always
enjoyable to watch your friends look
like weirdos, record it, and put it on
Facebook! But be careful if you do —
most people enjoy getting revenge.

If you're feeling reclusive or just
lazy, an enjoyable way to spend the
day is curled up with a blanket, a
warm drink, and a good book. In fact,
Stephen King just released a new
book entitled “11/23/63. It tells the
story of a time traveler who tries to
prevent Kennedy'’s assassination.

If you don't feel like staying
home, take a trip to the mountains
and play in the snow! ‘Cause we all

know Albany is getting very little, if
any. Grab some friends and go throw
some snowballs at each other! Or
you could be less feisty and just build
a snowman, or go sledding! Either
way, play in the snow and have some
fun!

Another way to spend the break,
in honor of the holidays, is to take a
trip and visit family and friends. Holi-
days are all about bringing the family
and loved ones together. Visit some
family, bake treats that you did when
you were a kid, reminisce about old
memories, party, have a little too
much eggnog — do whatever you do
to celebrate with your family.

One of the best ways to spend this
break, again in honor of the holidays,
is to volunteer and help those in need;
whether it’s at an animal shelter or at
the soup kitchen. Giving back and
helping others out is always a great
way to spend any day!

Whatever you decide to do this
break, have fun and be safe!

AND
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Winter Blues

cX

these lows.

factors make maintaining a relationship difficult.”

In my own relationship, I have found that we have
entered a new phase of our own. After a long day at the
office, instead of spending the last moments of the day
together as we did in the warmer months, we part ways
and enjoy our own dens. With this separate but together
state, I have to wonder if it is just the weather that causes

Couples Therapist Barton Goldsmith, author of
“Emotional Fitness for Intimacy,” attributes our change

in mood to a lack of sunlight, since in the summer, most
people enjoy up to 15 hours of sunlight a day. I began to

Jill Mahler

Editor-in-Chief

e have begun our yearly ritual where we exchange

bikinis for sweaters. However, it seems that the
weather isn’t the only thing that is changing. Some
relationships may be experiencing a change in how they
interact and spend time with one another. I have to
wonder: Why is it harder to be in a relationship in the
winter?

In the cold months, bears among other species enter
a hibernating stage. Do couples have this in common? It
seems to be a natural reaction when the temperatures drop
to bunker down and wait it out with each other? However,
it is possible we are just in a dating hibernation? Is this
lethargic state due to a lack of resources, or is it because we
are just being lazy?

I discovered the change in our mood and relationships
may be beyond our control. According to Clinical
Psychologist Seth Meyers, “Our energy levels are lower
during the cold weather, and we tend to be moodier. Both

wonder if the women I see at the gym, baking away in the
tanning beds, were on to something. Did they feel a change
in their relationships when the cold came or did they find a
way to break the cycle?

Goldsmith suggests spending your free time outside.
The sunlight is believed to raise serotonin and vitamin D
levels.

Although our depressed state is normal, there are ways
to reconnect with your other half. Challenge yourself to
spend this time, perhaps once a week, participating in a
new activity together. Thankfully, there are several seasonal
opportunities to brighten any mood. You may decide to
visit a light show or just spend some romantic time by
the fire. Also consider, if you find yourself exhausted and
unwilling to participate with your lover in the latter of the
day, you may benefit from rearranging your priorities and
your activities for earlier.

However you decide to spend your winter, if you
concentrate on your mate’s desires, your bond should
remain intact.

SPECIAL SECTION

Deawr Conscierce,
With the holiday season right around
the corner, what should I do if I get a gift
I really don’t like?

Ashley Christie

Justin Bolger

Shoulder Devil

First things first, how specific were
you on your wish list?

Did you just put down “sweater”
or “azure cotton knit cardigan on the
third rack from the left, closest to
door’s at Kohl's” This is important
— the more specific you are the less
chance of a crappy present.

People shouldn’t have to guess
what you want. And you shouldn’t
have to be surprised when you open
up that gift box.

Now, should you still get
something less than desirable, say
your grandma hand-knitting you that
sweater and customizing it with an
“adorable” kitten with rhinestone
eyes, you have a few options:

1. Honesty is the best policy. Yes, you
read that right. Simply look them in
the eye, calmly tell them you hate it,
and ask for the gift receipt.

2. Trick your younger sibling into
trading with you. Given they got
something better of course, though
it’s hard to beat a bedazzled kitten
sweater.

3. Throw a fit and demand something
better ... RIGHT NOW! Those
toddlers know what they’re doing;
tantrums work. Only when you're
older you get to throw in more
profanities and can really make a dull
family gathering entertaining.

Now there are some people that
may tell you that the season isn’t
about presents, but about being
with loved ones and blah, blah, blah.
That’s crap. The only way people will
know how much you care is by how
expensive your gift is.

Next year, simplify the process
and just ask for cash.

Shoulder Angel

Well, I'just hope you weren’t too
specific on that wish list of
yours!

See, if you tell them exactly what
you want, you won't get anything
from the heart, and that’s what really
matters, right? Right!

Which brings me to your question
... I don’t understand what you mean
by a gift you don't really like. Every
gift is beautiful! Someone in your life
took time and effort out of their day-
to-day just to try to see your smile.

Beautiful, I tell ya!

Hey, you should probably do the
same, so they can feel just as positive.
If they tell you to get something
foolishly specific, just nod, smile, and
get something from the heart instead!
That’s how spreading love and joy is
done.

Here are a few ways to make sure
your gift comes from the heart:

1. Ponder over all your fondest
memories involving you and your
loved one. Get something that
represents your adventure together.

2. Better yet — make new adventures!
Build an even better bond with your
besties.

3. Also, get crafty at home! A
homemade gift is the purest and most
wholesome of all gifts, and one that

is sure to win some smiles and hugs.
This is your most powerful weapon!

Remember the golden rule of
gift giving: It’s not the gift, but the
thought that counts! Hurrah!

Have questions? We have answers.

We offer advice on ANY topic from two different points of view.
Send your questions to: commuter@linnbenton.edu

“Dear Conscience” does not necessarily reflect the views of any of The Commuter staff.
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Holiday Slum to Christmas Joy

Jennifer Hartsock

Opinion Editor

oes the holiday season seem more cheery than usual? Maybe it’s just me,

but now that our bellies are full from turkey and mashed potatoes, and the
Christmas music is playing and sparkling lights are adorning the tree, I'm just a
bit happier than I've been since past Christmases.

When I was a child, my parents threw Christmas parties. On Christmas Eve,
most of my extended families drove out to our house, we ate good food, played
games, and when the kids were sent to bed, we heard the grown-ups talking
and laughing in the living room. Eventually, all went quiet, Santa came, and we
spent the day unwrapping presents, sticking bows on our uncles’ heads, and
eating more, delicious food. It was jolly. It was special.

And then I became a teenager, and things began to change. Santa wasn’t
coming this year, just Mom and Dad. And sure, the tags still said “From Santa,”
but I knew better. And when high school rolled around, we stopped hosting
Christmas parties. My parents stopped decorating the house. The four of us
spent Christmas Eve opening family gifts at my grandma’s, and spent Christmas
morning digging through stockings and opening “Santa’s” gifts.

As I grew up, Christmas seemed to become less special. For a while, I was
not a happy monkey around the holiday season. Something was missing, but I
never understood what.

It was my childhood joy when decorating the house in lights, Santa hats,
snowmen, and snow villages. It was the excitement for Santa to come, and to
wake up early and see the pile of presents under the tree. It was having a lot of
people gathered around, coffee or hot cocoa in hand, laughing and having a
good time.

As I grew up, my parents figured I wasn’t interested in all that “kid’s stuff” As
I grew up, I realized I really was.

For the holiday season this year, my monkey-boyfriend and I hosted a
Thanksgiving dinner for our closest friends. And, next week, we’re going to a
Christmas party where we’ll drink hot apple cider, stuff stockings, and enjoy the
company of good friends and good food. We're also hosting a family Christmas
party, and have decorated our place head to toe in Christmas splendor.

The point is: if you've gone through a few tough Christmases, remember
what brought you joy. Remember that all you need is love, and sometimes that
means making the holiday extra special by including your family, friends, silly
lights, and lots and lots of goofy decorations.

Do whatever makes you the happiest.

LBCC Performing Arts Department presents

GHARLES
DIGKENS

Directed by
Dan Stone

Adapted by
John Mortimer

December 1, 2,
3,8,9&10,2011

at 7:30 p.m.

December 4,2011 at 2 p.m.**

COMMUNITY COLLEG:E
500 Pacific Blvd SW.

n;-}‘- ~ Albany, OR 9732
12 <\
* OPENING NIGHT
RECEPTION:
Join the cast for
hors d’oeuvres

and beverages
in the lobby
after the play.

TICKETS: ?
$9 Adults * $5 Under 18

$7 Seniors & Students with ID

Online: www.linnbenton.edu/go/tickets

By phone: 541-917-4531

Box office: Tues.-Thurs., 8-10 a.m., 2-4 p.m.
and two hours prior to curtain.

We accept cash, check, Mastercard, Visa or Discover. ®
**ASL interpreted and also a benefit performance for Performing Arts Foundation Scholarships.

Persons having questions about or requests for special needs and accommodations should contact the
Disability Coordinator at LBCC, RCH-105, 6500 Pacific Blvd. SW, Albany, Oregon 97321, call 541-917-4690
or via Oregon Telecommunications Relay TTD at 1-800-735-2900 or 1-800-735-1232. Contact should be
made 72 hours or more in advance of the event. LBCC is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
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Spreading Holiday Cheer

Emily Smucker

Contributing Writer

t is the holiday season, and the world is full of paper
Isnowﬂakes stuck to storefront windows and creepy

songs about snowmen coming to life. Some people
thrive at this time of year, merrily sticking bunches of mis-
tletoe in doorways and anticipating gift baskets full of fancy
cheese and summer sausages. Others are stressed, trying to
find the perfect present for everyone on their list, worried
that they’ll miss someone. Others are cold, hungry, and ex-
pecting no presents whatsoever this Christmas.

Besides being a time for silly songs and eggnog, the
holidays are an opportune time to spread holiday cheer
by giving time, money, or possessions to people who need
them. After all, the true worth of Christmas does not lie in
receiving gifts, but in giving them.

One way to give back this holiday season is to help out at
a homeless shelter, such as Fish of Albany, on Geary Street.
Fish doesn’t usually allow the public to volunteer in the
shelter because of safety reasons, but there are many other
ways to help out the homeless in our community through
Fish.

Fish is in need of donations of food. They accept most
foods, and protein-filled foods such as peanut butter, tuna,
and chili are especially useful. In addition, Fish is usually in
need of diapers, baby formula, and clean clothing. Volun-
teers are welcome to come to Fish and help sort donated
clothing.

Other homeless shelters in the area needing help this
holiday season are Albany Helping Hands in Albany,
ChristWalk Supportive Transitional Housing in Lebanon,
and Community Outreach Inc. in Corvallis. It is recom-
mend to contact the homeless shelter nearest you, and ask
what they specifically need.

Another way to spread holiday cheer and to help out
the community is to become a Salvation Army bell ringer.
If standing in the cold and ringing a bell for several hours
doesn’t sound appealing to you, think about this: the mon-
ey that is collected in your kettle goes to provide food for
people who are hungry this Christmas. No one should go
hungry for Christmas, and if ringing a bell for a while can
help someone get the food they need, why not?

If ringing bells and sorting clothes aren’t your thing,
there are numerous other nonprofit agencies that need

volunteers this season. United Way of Linn County has a
list of partner agencies that can use your help. They can be
found at United Way of Linn County.

If you are stressed out this holiday season, maybe you
should treat yourself to a little furry friend. Many cats and
dogs have only three options for spending the holiday
season: in a shelter, in the cold wet streets, or in a warm,
loving home. Although we are limited to what we can do
for homeless people this year, almost anyone can adopt a
homeless pet and give it a loving home.

Finally, if you don’t have the time to do major volunteer
projects or adopt stray pets, there are many small ways to
spread cheer this holiday season. Sing in a community, or
church choir. Bake a plateful of sugar cookies for the deliv-
ery man, the lady who changes the oil in your car, or the
clerk at your local grocery store. Go Christmas caroling.
Buy some candy for the children in
line behind you at Walmart.

There are many opportunities,
ifyou only look for them. Do your
research. Get creative. Reach out

this holiday season, and spread
holiday cheer wherever you
can.

YMCA

Bring the whole family to this fun event and don’t

forget the camera!

Santa will have a gift for each family!

Register by Dec. 8th!

Members: $4 a person or $20 for the family.
Non-members: $5 a person or $30 for the family.

Phone: 541-926-4488

Don’t miss Christmas
brunch w/Santa at the Y

10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Dec. 10th
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Meet Scrooge:

Blackwell Makes Splash in

Kay M Roth
Contributing Writer

Don’t be surprised if someday you see Laura Blackwell’'s name
in lights. “I'd love to be in New York,” said the Linn-Benton student
last week. She sees herself working on Broadway, but knows she has
along way to go to make that dream come true. For now, she is ply-
ing her theater passions on the LB stage and at downtown’s Albany
Civic Theater.

The 2007 Crescent Valley High School graduate has been acting
for much of her life. “I've been doing theater since I was seven.” She
was in an original production called “The Lonely Troll,” a sequel
to the old tale “Billy Goat’s Gruff,” written by her second grade
teacher. “I played the biggest billy goat gruff,” she said noting she
was tall even as a youngster.

She took a rather long break during her high school years, land-
ing in the community theater scene several years later. Rebecca
Douglas, an area director, ran into Blackwell and convinced her to
audition for a show at Albany Civic Theater. While she didn’t get
cast, she did get her foot in the door by working backstage.

Since then, Blackwell has appeared in “The Producers,” “Alice
in Wonderland,” “Steel Magnolias” and as Annie Sullivan in “The
Miracle Worker.”

She also played four roles in “Nick Tickle,” last year’s children’s
show at Linn-Benton. Currently, she is preparing for her role as
Scrooge in LB’s production of “A Christmas Carol,” giving her the
opportunity to work closely with Dan Stone. “Dan had mentioned
changing up the story and making Scrooge a woman.” She jumped
at the chance to once again work with Stone, noting she appreciates
his “professional advice.”

While appearing on stage is very rewarding for Blackwell, she
also enjoys working behind the scenes. She has been part of sev-
eral stage crews, worked as a production assistant, ran props and is
now assistant director for ACT’s “Over the River and Through the
Woods.” Regarding working the tech side of theater, Blackwell says
it “helps me become a more well-rounded theater person.”

Regarding portraying the iconic Annie Sullivan, Blackwell felt
very blessed to have been cast in her first lead role in years. She
noted that portraying a real person was a bit different than playing
a fictional one, calling the role a challenging one. “It pushed me to
be a better actress.”

There are three people in Blackwell’s theater world whom she
sees as her mentors.

Christi Sears, her director for “Steel Magnolias” is what Black-
well calls a “fabulous director.” Blackwell portrayed Shelby in last
summer’s hit. “She really challenged me””

Stone is another mentor. “I appreciate his advice and how will-
ing he is to help me succeed”
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. Kody Kinsella
Laura Blackwell stars as Scrooge in LBCC's production of “A Christmas Carol.”

The third person Blackwell says inspires her is John Kish, a
friend who graduated from Philomath and is now attending a pres-
tigious theater school in New York. “He constantly motivates me.”

Blackwell encourages everyone to give theater a try. “Audition,
learn how to run the box office, take classes, talk to Dan.” If you
travel through Takena Hall, you will see the “ushers needed” notice
for “A Christmas Carol.” Stop in and sign up!

She calls her theater experiences invaluable. “They give me con-
fidence and make me push and challenge myself”

Schedule

Dec. 2, 3,8,9, 10 at 7:30 p.m.
*Dec. 4 at 2 p.m.

$9 Adults/ $7 Seniors and Students W/ID

*ASL interpreted performance on Dec. 4 will
benefit the Performing Arts Foundation Schol-
arships.

DONOVANS
PLACE

e TN

offer a unique variety of trees.

BREWS

Live Coffee & USIC

Discount trees start at $10 and up. We are happy to assist you with the

cutting, carrying and loading of your tree. Every weekend enjoy a hay ride
pulled by Donovans, 1953 John Deere tractor!

Rhythm and Brews Coffee House
A Great Place To Study
Hang Out With Friends

Live Music Fridays and Saturdays

Everyday we provide cheerful service, free cocoa, coffee and candy canes for Open Mic Night Every Thursday 6-9pm

the whole family.
Be sure to visit the donovans Pottery Studio located on the tree farm.

Espresso Drinks, Scones, Muffins, Bagels
Loose Leaf Teas, Sandwiches and more

Open though the holliday season!
5720 S.W. Donovan Place Corvallis,
Oregon
(641) 758-6237

www.donovanplace.com ,

Open 7:30am til 9pm Mon-Fri
Open 9am til 9pm Saturday

We are located at 229 3rd St SW in Albany,
Just behind City Hall and half a block down
3rd off of Ellsworth St.

541-924-5668
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Who’s Your Santa

A List of the Greatest Cinematical Santas

Ashley Christie

Page Designer

“Tis the season for my favorite of movie genres, the Christmas movie. A staple
of the Christmas movie is Santa. Now, he’s been portrayed by many over the
years, but few have truly captured the essence of the real man in red. Here are the
ones that make the top of the list, both the naughty and the nice.

EIf (2003) - Ed Asner

This may be Will Ferrell's movie, but Asner’s
Santa is the perfect surly old man to counter
the youthful optimism and naivety of Ferrells
Buddy. He’s gruff, but lovable. Everything you
want in an old St. Nick.

Miracle on 34th Street (1994) - Richard At-
tenborough

Some may argue Edmund Gwenn’s Kris Krin-
gle from the 1947 original is better, but he’s
not. Attenborough’s Kringle is how every child
imagines him: looks, mannerisms, personal-

ity, dialog, he’s it.

The Santa Clause (1994) - Tim Allen
Allen is perfectly cast as an ordinary
man who falls into the gift-giving
profession after Santa falls off his roof.
Though reluctant at first, he masters the job the only way Allen knows how - with
sarcasm and witty quips.

The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993) - voice by Chris Sarandon
Unconventional? Yes, but Jack Skellington’s heart is in the right place when he
wanders into Christmas Town and decides to give up his throne as king of Hal-
loweentown to try his hand at being Santa.

Bad Santa (2003) - Billy Bob Thornton

Who in their right mind would hire an alcoholic conman as a mall Santa? More
importantly, who would let their kids sit on his lap? Thornton is a cantankerous
old curmudgeon, and that’s why he’s great. This Santa is not for children.

A Very Harold & Kumar 3D Christmas (2011) - Richard Riehle

Though not a prominent character in this latest “Harold & Kumar” installment,
he is a key player. In true Santa fashion he swoops in and saves the day. Although
it is after Harold, or maybe Kumar, shoots him in the head and he falls out of his
sleigh.

Santa Clause Conquers the Martians (1964 ) - John Call
The title of this movie is “Santa Clause Conquers the Martians.” Do you really
need more explanation than that?
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Bubleé Perfects the
Christmas Sound

any fan. As far as duets go, who would have guessed that

Carli Gibson

A&L Editor

Christmas songs with a new, updated, jazzy beat and
a silky smooth voice; no one does it better than Michael
Bublé. With his first full-length Christmas CD, Bublé du-
ets with country star Shania Twain, “swing-punk” trio The
Puppini Sisters, and Mexican singer Thalia, making Bublé’s

Shania Twain and Bublé could create such wonderful har-
mony in “White Christmas”? With her soft country voice,

Christmas.

album “Christmas” his third number-one album, beating
Justin Bieber’s Christmas album by three spots.

Sources from Billboard.biz believe it will be the best-
selling album every week through this holiday season. And
who can blame them? With his smooth jazzy voice, Bublé

brings the old Christmas classics back to life, including
his original Christmas song “Cold December Night,” a ro-
mantic upbeat song with the chorus, “Kiss me on this cold
December night” It’s obvious that Bublé took his time to
perfect each song, for each Christmas melody collides per-
fectly with his own harmony. In songs such as, “It’s Begin-
Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas,” “White Christmas,” “Silent Night,” “Cold
December Night,” and a few others, the beat is matched

» «

ning to look a Lot like Christmas,

perfectly by Bublé’s voice.

There are more upbeat songs, and one song
I found to have some slight humor to it. Bublé
got creative when singing “Santa Baby,” refer-
ring to Santa as “Santa Buddy,” and at one point
calling him “dude,” Bublé still somehow finds \
perfection in this song. He also makes fangirls '
jealous within the line, “Think of all the hotties
that I haven’t kissed.” And no, he does not ask
Santa for a ring; instead he asks for a little “cha-
ching,” and he doesn’t mean it as a loan.

It’s hard determining a favorite on this al-
bum, but one of the most enjoyable songs is

“AllTwant for Christmasis You.” Using
Mariah Carrey’s lyrics, Bublé
re-creates a Christmas

favorite that is
sure to swoon

| X
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Turn up the vol-
ume, and have your-
self a very Bublé

and his smooth jazzy tone, these two perfect the classic.

C()mm()n Knowledge OR AT LEAST IT SHOULD BE

Both forms of entertainment have a
story with a beginning, middle and
end. There are interesting characters,
a moving plot, and you

Reading vs.
Watching

most likely come away

a fictional book better than “vegging
out” on the couch to a riveting fic-
tion movie, you ask? The way I see it,
a movie is the lazy way
out. The thinking is

Gabriala Scottaline

Contributing Writer

he other day I was momen-
tarily stumped. I was won-
dering why so many people

(including myself) think reading is
better than watching a show or movie?

from both with some-
thing to think about.
So why is reading more
commonly asserted as

“Reading a book is
like re-writing it for
yourself. You bring
to a novel anything
you read, all your

basically done for you.
When reading a book
you can cast your own
actors and actresses,

being “better” for you?

Well, it’s simple re-
ally. Whatever requires
more discipline, con-
centration and brain
power will inevitably
be considered the more
productive passtime.

Now, I'm not dissing Hollywood
entertainment. I enjoy a good TV
show or movie as much as the next gal,
but I believe there is an experience in
reading that can never be matched by
a major motion picture.

The reading vs. watching debate
applies especially to fiction. How is

experience of the
world. You bring
your history and
you read it in your
own terms.”

Angela Carter

and make up your own
background = music.
You don’t have to be
manipulated by Holly-
wood, you can let your
imagination run free!
That is, if digital enter-
tainment hasn’t already
demolished it.

Take the “Hunger Games” trilogy,
for example. These books have revo-
lutionized the way I judge good teen
fiction. They have every aspect of a
mesmerizing page-turner, without the
disappointment of it being too short
nor too drawn out. However, I just

know that the movie is not going to do
the book justice.

The movie creators and directors
will dictate what we should be feeling
with every scene, melody and facial
expression of the characters. They will
have graphics that won’t be able to
hold a candle to your imagination, and
they will most likely change the story
to fit into the approximate hour and
thirty minute timeline.

Granted, I will go see it and it will
probably
tain me, but it will
definitely lack a
certain  personal
touch that only
a reader has the
power to add.

Ultimately,
reading takes more time and effort
than watching. It requires a little more
motivation and a little more concen-
tration, but I believe the rewards are
worth it. We have not only learned

enter-

“ find television very
educating. Every time
somebody turns on the
set, | go into the other
room and read a book.”
Groucho Marx

that in order to be entertained we
must keep our thinking and doing to a
minimum, but we have been provided
the resources for doing so.

Today we have the technology to
indulge our lazy side, and feel good
about it. With all the distractions from
these new gadgets, we’ve forgotten to
teach our kids how to read! According
to the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, “It is estimated that
more than $2 billion is spent each year
on students who re-
peat a grade because
they have reading
problems”

So the next time
you are feeling le-
thargic and in need
of some quality time
with your TV, maybe you should cue
up your imaginative powers, take
advantage of the knowledge you've
been given, and curl up with a book
instead.
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“The Girl’s Guide to Homelessness: A Memoir”

Emily Smucker

Contributing Writer

The point of “The Girl’s Guide to
Homelessness: A Memoir” by Brianna
Karp is to explore the idea that there
is more to homelessness than the man
you see in a dirty flannel shirt begging
for money via a cardboard sign. From
the back cover only, I could see that
this was a story of a normal girl who,
through no fault of her own, became
homeless. A story of how she stayed
clean, and sane, and went on with her
life. Doesn’t that sound fascinating? It
was why I picked up the book at Fred
Meyers in the first place.

The first couple of chapters weren't
about her homeless life; they were
about her traumatic childhood. The
stories of abuse and mental illness were
sickening. However, Karp became a
strong, hard worker as a result of her
dificult life, and eventually landed a
well-paying job at Kelly Blue Book.

When Karp was laid off, a new di-
lemma arose. Karp found herself with
no place to go, and very little money.
Due to her dysfunctional upbringing,
she didn’t have much in the way of
friends and family to turn to. She had
recently inherited a trailer from her
deceased father and so began living in
a Walmart parking lot.

How she coped was fascinating.
Karp found a really cheap fitness gym,
and started a membership, just so that
she could shower. She spent her days
in Starbucks, searching for jobs via the
free internet. And when she did land a
job, the people she worked for had no
idea that she was homeless, since she
came to work clean.

Karp, unlike the usual stereotypi-
cal homeless person, had a cell phone,
laptop, trailer to live in, and eventually
even a job. She admits freely that she
had way more advantages than a lot
of homeless people. She is the mod-
ern day homeless person, driven to

brianna kaxrp

a parking lot due to reduced circum-
stances, trying to get back on their feet
and eventually have their own white
picket fence American dream.

I wish the book were all about

her homeless adventures. I wish she
would have told more stories about
other homeless people she met in the
parking lot where she lived. There was
one man, for instance, who called him-
self the mayor of the lot, and owned
seven tuxedos from when he was a
limo driver. I found him fascinating
and wished she would have told more
stories about him.

Instead, we got stories about Matt.

Matt was a guy she met on the
internet, via a website for homeless
people. Although Karp and Matt were
completely in love and made for each
other and yadda yadda yadda, I was
still uncomfortable with the fact that
they had met and fallen in love online.
Talking of marriage when you have
never met face to face? To me, that
seemed dangerous.

Furthermore, once Karp started
making money from her job, she
spent it on plane tickets for Matt to
fly to Orange County to see her. Did I

mention that he lived in Scotland? Far
too much of the book was dedicated to
her strange romance, and not enough
to interesting things that happened as
a direct result of being homeless.

The book climaxed into a mind-
blowing, off-topic, shocking end. I
ended the book not really sure what to
think.

Stripped of the strange romance,
the book s a fascinating and eye-open-
ing account of a “privileged” homeless
person. Because of the way the econo-
my is, this is a topic that people should
be more aware of. There are all types
of homeless people out there and it is
silly to try and paint them all with the
same brush.

The book cost me $9.53 at Fred Meyer,
slightly cheaper than the Amazon price of
$10.87. Used on Amazon for $0.86, with an
added $3.99 for shipping The Kindle edition
goes for $7.19.

Gift |dea:

“The Legend of Zelda: Skyward Sword”

Sean Bassinger
Staff Writer

If you're a Wii owner who's lost faith in your con-
sole’s entertainment value, this game will make you
waggle with pride one last time.

2§ years later, with the release of “The Legend of
Zelda: Skyward Sword,” the classic adventure series
still delivers fresh, worthwhile experiences, all
while retaining a level of nostalgia diehard fans
will adore. There are quests to complete, prin-
cesses to track down, and powerful villains
to ... well, you'll
understand when o
you see the guy.

Like  “Oca-
rina of Time” and
other three-di-
mensional “Legend
of Zelda” adventures,
“Skyward Sword” begins in
a calm village setting. You play
as Link (or whatever you decide to
name him), a slightly misunderstood
knight-in-training whose life is relatively
careless. Your home is the floating mass of land
known as Skyloft, protected by flying knights riding
colorful birds dubbed Loftwings. Everyone is happy,
and everything is peaceful. Existence in your world is
just grand.

However, the surface below — supposedly tainted
after a great Goddess banishes terrible monsters from
ages ago — remains a mystery. But of course, it’s not
long before our main protagonist discovers he and
Zelda, the daughter of Skyloft’s Headmaster, are part
ofa prophecy involving adventures into the unknown.
What begins as a pleasant afternoon flight becomes
Zelda’s unfortunate descent below the clouds, and it’s
your job to recover her while containing the sudden
chaos.

“Skyward Sword” features some of the better
graphics witnessed on the Wii. The world is vibrant in
every way, and distant objects have a blended “stained
glass” effect, making them more visually appealing
and less of a flickery mess. Sure, it’s nothing compared
to HD games like “Skyrim,” but charming nonethe-
less.

The best part about “Skyward Sword” is wield-
ing your blade for the first time. You'll find yourself
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chopping random trees and bushes instead of search-
ing for Zelda or accomplishing other tasks. Princess
gone missing? Who cares, you're twirling the mystical
Goddess Sword on the same console your grandma
uses as a virtual gym. Responsive Wii Motion Plus
controls make each swing more lifelike than the last,
which truly adds to the immersion of this classic ad-
venture.

Characters and races - like those in previous “Leg-

4. end of Zelda” titles — are unforgettable in both

good and bad ways. For instance, the primary
antagonist is a powerful adversary, though his

J creepy  appear-
 ance makes it
hard to take him
First
encounters with

LEGENE (0

seriously.

races like the
Kikwi tribe, a plump
band of camouflage
beings in woodland areas,

will either have you squeal-

ing with joy or reaching for the
ibuprofen. I personally giggled like

a little school girl each time I saw one.
Another key character in “Skyward Sword” is Fi,
an ethereal servant of the great Goddess channeled
from your sword. Unlike former “Legend of Zelda”
assistants like Navi from “Ocarina of Time,” Fi offers

Wi S

relatively helpful advice with the click of a button, and
won't make a habit of pestering players with nonsense
like “Press ‘A’ to open this door.” Fi is also your per-
sonal questing guide, who leads you in search of key
characters like Zelda via the “dowsing” process. Zelda
is a girl, who apparently loves wandering, so your
chances of finding the real deal are always unknown.
My only complaint with this game is the sensitiv-
ity involved with flying; it’s easy to screw up and have
your Loftwing crash into floating islands. Just make
sure your Wii Motion Plus sensor remains properly
calibrated, otherwise you'll continually collide with
magical rocks. Thankfully, repetition helps, but those
issues are certainly not enough to spoil the action.
With highly responsive sword controls and a
classic charm even newcomers will appreciate, “The
Legend of Zelda: Skyward Sword” is an essential title
for any Nintendo Wii owner’s library. Hours of classic
RPG questing and blade-slashing make this a must-
have holiday purchase — perhaps even for grandma.

“Skyrim”

Dustin Nash
Contributing Writer

It appears Bethesda has truly outdone themselves yet again with their fifth “Elder
Scrolls” game: “Skyrim.” If you're not familiar with the “Elder Scrolls” universe, it’s a
well-developed fantasy setting across numerous continents with a rich backstory. Every
game seems to add new depth and lore to the franchise, which has been building since
“Arena,” released in 1994. The game world has many new and old creatures plucked
from the lore of many fables and legends. Trolls, elves, giants, orcs, dragons, and a whole
menacing army of undead incarnations await whatever adventurer you choose to tackle
the game with.

I've already lost count of the hours running through the beautiful Scandinavian-
esque countryside. I've climbed frozen peaks to learn from an ancient order of monks.
I've trekked across howling fjords for coin and glory, and fought towering giants, as well
as their wooly mammoth herds on the wide open fields of Skyrim. I still feel as though
I have but scratched the surface of this towering giant of a game, with more side quests
than you can shake a finger at, and an engrossing, cinematic main story arc that really
grips you and makes you feel like quite the hero oflegend. Freedom of choice has always
been the calling card of Bethesda’s long-running series. You play exactly who you want
to play, and exactly how you want to.

Istarted the game as a nimble Wood Elf named Skailus. Perhaps I should have delved
right into the storyline, or immediately started one of the many side quests being offered
to me. But I ran into the wilderness with a longbow and about 25 arrows I had taken off
of some rather unfriendly guards instead. The next two or three hours were spent hunt-
ing foxes, elk, bears, and one really mean saber-toothed tiger. I promptly collected all
the hides and venison I could get my hands on, as well as gathering herbs, mushrooms,
and flowers along the way. I returned to the small Nord village, which had taken me in
to make use of my bounty. A leatherworking tool and blacksmithing apparatus’ allowed
me to turn all of my hides into leather, and leather strips, which I could then craft into
boots, gloves, armor, and helmets. This is but one example of the crafting systems imple-
mented into Skyrim; you may also cook found ingredients into useful food, or mine
several different ores, which can then be smelted and worked into weapons and armor.
There are also systems for enchanting items and brewing potions or poisons. None of
which are important to the storyline, but add immensely to the game world.

Once I had earned a fair amount of gold, and made for myself some decent new
armor, I set out to the town of Whiterun, which looks eerily similar to Rohan from “The
Lord of the Rings.” By the time I had progressed to the next quest goal, I had picked at
least thirty people’s pockets, sneaked into seven houses, and picked 15 or so locks. My
thief skills were leveling quite nicely at this point, as had my archery skills from the hunt-
ing trip I took earlier.

I'm going to go out on a limb here and say that I would gladly pay twice the asking
price for this game and still feel as though I had gotten a great deal. It’s certainly saved
me money, as I have no ambition to buy another video game after Skyrim. Solid game,
good gameplay, fun controls, and too much adventuring (if there is such a thing).
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Volleyball’'s
Amazing
Season

Kyle Holland
Sports Editor

The Linn-Benton women’s vol-
leyball team ended another success-
ful season last weekend, coming just
short in the NWAACC championship
tournament.

The team finished in first place in
the Southern Region and spent nearly
four weeks ranked number one in the
polls with an overall record of 39-11
and 9-1 in division play. This accom-
plished one of the two team pre-season
goals, the other was to finish in the top
two of the NWAACC tournament.

The tournament started out tough
for the Roadrunners after falling to
Walla Walla early in the winner’s
bracket, the team had to battle through
the loser’s bracket in order to make it
through. The task was nearly accom-
plished before losing an emotional
battle to Spokane in a tie-breaker set
ending the season for the Lady Road-
runners.

“That match was filled with heart.
They never gave up and fought to the
very end, it all has to come to an end
and I was glad we went down fight-
ing!” Coach Jayme Frazier said on the
team’s final match.

Read the full write-up online at: http://
wp.me/pl4GZu-4]1
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Men’s Basketball’s Winning Ways

Kyle Holland
Sports Editor

The Linn-Benton men’s basketball team is coming
off its third straight year of making the NWAACC
playofts and this year’s team looks to continue their
winning ways.

The team finished tied for second in the south
division last year and 20th year Coach Randy Faulk
believes this year’s team can do even better. The team
returns five sophomores and has three transfer stu-
dents coming in to build a strong team.

“I'm most excited about our team chemistry and
willingness to work hard in practice” Coach Faulk
said.

The team’s recent success has created excitement
in the program and the students around it. “After
three years in a row going to NWAACC, we expect
to go again. We are beginning to develop consistency
for the long run and develop a long term tradition at
LB”

The team has some big shoes to fill from last
year’s leading scorer Taylor Roos, who averaged
18.5 points and 3.5 assists a game. Roos has since
received a scholarship to play at Southern Oregon
University after his outstanding season last year.

Attempting to do so will be Sophomore Josh
Garlington, a South Region honorable mention and
ALL-Defensive team last year.

The team kicked off its season at the Pierce
Thanksgiving Tournament in Lakewood Washing-
ton over the weekend. LB lost in the fourth place
game to Pierce College in a tough fought battle 57-
SS on Sunday.

Garlington scored in double digits in two of the
three games, averaging 11 points a game for the
tournament. Garlington was also a force in the paint,
averaging 10.6 rebounds a game over the weekend

The Roadrunners got a big chunk of offense
from Kelly Christensen and Brady Brent over the

Aurlia Christensen
Josh Garlington attempts to block the opposing
team’s player from passing the ball.

weekend. Both players averaged double digits for
the tournament with Christensen averaging 10.6
and Brent with 11.

The team has four local boys rounding out the
roster in sophomores Kyle Kruesi (East Linn Chris-
tian Academy) and Joe Challe (Corvallis), while
freshmen Colton Evans (West Albany) and Logan
Bertram (Lebanon) are getting their first glimpse of
what college basketball is all about.

The team has two more tournaments to
get ready for the regular season in January.
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LBCC
Men’s Basketball
Nowv. 25-27
71 | 87
LBCC | Bellevue

69 | 58
LBCC | Columbia
Basin

55|57
LBCC | Pierce
Next: Nov. 30 vs. Linfield JV

Women’s Basketball
Nov. 18-20
69 | 41
LBCC | Tacoma

68 | 63
LBCC | Everett

51 | 49
LBCC | Belevue
Next: Dec. 12 at Walla Walla

With big expectations they look to be busy during
the winter break, preparing for another successful
season and that elusive first ever NWAACGC title.

Crafts!

Holiday Rooms!

Take your picture with

Santa Claus

Hot Chocolate and Apple Cider

Holida %Movzes
Peace Dance~
And much more!

tinn-Bcnton Goomnunity College commons

Contact S&Jdant Life and Leadershlp
more information
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‘“Green Lantern” Burns
Brighter Animated

Steven Pryor

Contributing Writer

Iwill be the first to admit it: I was not a fan of this past
summer’s movie adaptation of “Green Lantern.” It was
Warner Bros! first attempt to make a major comic book
superhero movie outside of Batman or Superman. A
massive marketing campaign ensued to raise awareness
of the character to people other than nerds like myself;
but the film ultimately did not connect with mainstream
audiences.

The film cost a reported $200 million, but only made
$116 million; and critics despised the movie (it scored
just 27 percent on Rotten Tomatoes). A clichéd plot,
dull performances from both Ryan Renyolds and Blake
Lively, amateurish visual effects, and poor use of 3D left
the public with a bad impression of a good comic book
character. Not as bad as Aquaman, but it angered fans of
the comic and prevented a crossover with new ones.

I never actually read the Green Lantern comic, but
was impressed with the character in shows of the DC
Animated Universe. Namely, “Justice League” and its se-
quel series, “Justice League Unlimited” introduced me to
the Green Lantern universe. Now, Warner and DC have
opted to give the character his own show.

Created by Bruce Timm (co-creator of the DCAU)
and Giancarlo Volpe (notable for directing several epi-
sodes of “Avatar: The Last Airbender), “Green Lantern”
is a CGI-animated series. It opts to tell how Hal Jordan
(voice of Josh Keaton) became a Green Lantern and

how he uses his new-found power. It takes a different ap-
proach from the film.

In the one hour pilot, Hal and Kilowog (voice of
Kevin Michael Richardson) go into space to investigate
the death of one of their own, and find that the Red Lan-
terns seek to eliminate the Green Lanterns. Razer (voice
of Jason Spisak) and Zilius Zox (voice of Tom Kenny)
are commanded by Atrocitus (voice of Jonathan Adams)
to stop the Green Lanterns, and Hal thinks there is more
to their intentions.

From a technical standpoint, the animation is solid,
as it is clear that Timm and Volpe want to try things that
can’t necessarily be done with traditional animation.
From an artistic standpoint, though, it feels rather off.
The sequences in space and on Oa are the more pleasing
to the eye, as they contain vast environments and sharp
colors. The “powers of will” of the Green Lantern’s rings
create some impressive fight sequences. The earthbound
sequences are less appealing, with human characters and
lighting schemes that could very well have come from
a mid-2000s video game. If they had gone with a more
realistic look, like “Transformers Prime;” this gaffe could
have been avoided.

Overall, “Green Lantern” got off to a decent start as
an animated series, but has a while to go until it reaches
the magnitude of Cartoon Network’s relaunch of “Thun-
dercats.” I give it a cautiously optimistic recommenda-
tion.

Green Lantern airs Fridays at 7 pm. on Cartoon Network

A

Series
of
Tubes

Time Magazine Drama

Marci Sischo

Webmaster

One of the things the Internet is famous for is drama. No matter what the topic,
you can almost always find a side and kindle a good flame war, and/or stir up a big,
juicy scandal.

This weekend saw some drama of the “big juicy scandal” variety. While the rest
of us were busy stuffing our faces full of turkey and ham and spending the rest of the
weekend in a tryptophan-induced coma, the fine folks of Reddit were combing the
online archives of Time Magazine to discover this travesty:

South Pacific

View Lorgs Covor | Dos. 5, 2011

Asia

Nigw Largo Cover | Vol 978 Ho, 22

Wi Largs Covsr | Buy This Covnr Vimw Largs Cover | Vol 978, Ho. 22

December 5, 2011 Time Magazine covers for US and international markets

Above are the different covers Time Magazine used on their print editions for
various markets. Different covers for different markets is standard practice. The pur-
pose of the cover of any magazine is to get you to pick it up off the stand and buy it,
obviously, so you want to put a striking image on the front. Using different covers for
overseas markets is not particularly scandalous because the kind of cover that might
appeal to an American audience might not appeal to a European or Asian audience.
(Shocking, I know. Oddly enough, America is not the center of the universe.)

Despite the covers, the articles inside are the same. The drama here stems from
the disparity of the article getting front-cover pimpage on the various editions. The
rest of the world gets the ongoing revolution in Egypt. We get “Why Anxiety is
Good for You.” As one Redditor, “Lyme,” said, “I know someone else said this is
because America can’t handle the world outside the US, which may be part ofit...
but is anyone else really disturbed that the message to people in the US, who have
been struggling economically for the past 4 years or so is ‘anxiety is good for you’? I
feel like the people in the US who are starting to become really dissatisfied and disil-
lusioned with the ‘American Dream’ are being told STFU GET BACK TO WORK
ALL THIS STRESS IS GOOD FOR YOU MOVE ALONG NOTHING TO SEE
HERE”

Read more about the “Times” cover drama on the Commuter website at: wp.me/p14GZu-4GI

Fantastic Food at Los Tequilas

Kay M Roth
Contributing Writer

When I offered to do a restaurant review for
The Commuter, I knew where I didn’t want to go
— places I'd already tried and liked, or didn’t like.
So, I turned to my Albany area friends on Face-
book for suggestions. They poured in! I had been
to some of the restaurants before, some I hadn’t.
One of my classmates — thanks Misti — suggest-
ed Los Tequilas. She said the food was as good —
if not better — than a Mexican restaurant down
the street, and that the prices were reasonable.
What she failed to mention was the great service,
the family friendly environment, and the warm
atmosphere.

Los Tequilas has it all.

It was a typical Oregon evening — cold and
rainy — when my husband and I visited Los

L

Albany. Oregon
_ [541)791-3966

) - LOS TEGUILAS

Ermine St

Tequilas, located across from Fred Meyers on
Santiam Highway. Our first indication that din-

Los Tequilas
2525 Santiam Hwy, Albany

Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m. -9 p.m.

I was thrilled with mine! Not only was the enchi-
lada extremely tasty, but the pork was perfectly
cooked so that it almost fell apart. And, the chile
relleno? One of the best I've had outside the state
of New Mexico. One of the things I really appre-
ciated was the fact that the stem of the chile was
removed before cooking. Most places don’t do
this and often leave the chile seeds inside, which
can give the chile relleno a bit too much kick even
for me.

Many items on the menu are less than $10,
with even the usually spendy fajitas selling for
only $14 or $27 for two, or even three people.
Los Tequilas sells Pepsi products, which made
my husband happy, and also offer very good iced
tea, which made me happy. You only get one re-
fill, but the glasses are big so you still get plenty
to drink. There is a bar on the premises and, from
the looks of the drinks as we passed other tables,
the drinks are big and looked delicious. Their

American food menu is limited to cheeseburg-

(541)791-3966

Fulton St

Waverly St.

ner was going to be enjoyable was the warmth
that greeted us when we opened the door. We
had barely stepped inside before a staff member
welcomed us. He quickly seated us in a very com-
fortable booth, leaving us to check out the menu.

From appetizers to complete meals, there

were plenty of items to choose from. I am a huge
chile relleno fan, so that was the first item I looked
for. Quickly, I spotted three different dinners that
included the cheese stufted chile that I'd come to
love from my summers in New Mexico.

A member of the staff returned with chips and
salsa, glasses of water, and a very friendly smile.

I ordered the number four — an enchilada, with
pork, and a chile relleno. My husband chose a
larger meal, opting for the Number 22, which
included both of the items I ordered, as well as a
tostada. Ten minutes later, our plates were deliv-
ered and we were ready to dig in.

While my husband was happy with his dinner,

ers and hamburgers, but they do offer a children’s
menu, salads and soups.

We spent a total of $24 for two, including our
beverages, and left completely full and vowing to
return again.



Page 14

Wednesday, November 30, 2011

Classifieds

Deadline: Ads accepted by S p.m. Fri-
daywill appear in the following Wednes-
day issue. Ads will appear only once per
submission. If you wish a particular ad
to appear in successive issues, you must
resubmit it.

Cost: Ads that do not solicit for a pri-
vate business are free to students, staff
and faculty. All others are charged at a
rate of 10 cents per word, payable when
the ad is accepted.

Help Wanted

You can sign up at www.linnbenton.
edu/go/StudentEmployment to look
at student & graduate jobs. *For more
info about the opportunities listed
below, please see Carla in Student
Employment in the Career Center
(Takena First Stop Center).

5 Intern positions (#9373-9377)
These non-paid internships would

give you hands-on experience work-
ing with the community and a non-
profit. You can help with event plan-
ning, promoting foods for the school
district, data management, market-
ing, and community outreach.

CWE Environmental Technician
(#9369, Albany) This is a great way

Personals: Ads placed in the “Person-
als” category are limited to one ad per
advertiser per week; no more than S0
words per ad.

Libel/Taste: The Commuter won't
knowingly publish material that treats
individuals or groups in unfairly. Any
ad judged libelous or in poor taste by
the newspaper editorial staff will be re-
jected.

to get experience, get references,
have a job until you graduate from
OSU and they work with your
school schedule. $10.85/hr

Part-time After School Assistant
(#9366, Corvallis) If you have one
year experience in a certified child
care center or one year of college
level training, First Aid, CPR & valid
Food Handler’s Card, this job is for
you!! $10/hr, 3 hrs/day and S days/
week.

Marketer/Waver (#9367,Corvallis)
Wear the statue of liberty costume
outside waving at the traffic passing
by. Attract public attention by using
signs, arrows, dancing, smiling and
waving! $9/hr

Persons having questions about or requests for special needs and accommodations should
contact the Disability Coordinator at Linn-Benton Community College, RCH-105,
6500 Pacific Blvd. SW, Albany, Oregon 97321, Phone (541)-917-4690 or via Oregon
Telecommunications Relay TI'D at 1-800-735-2900 or 1-800-735-1232.

Contact should be made 72 hours or more in advance of the event.

First Alfernative

NATURAL Foops Co-op

NORTH
CORVALLIS

29th & Grant
(541)452-3115
Open 7-9 Daily

SouTH
CORVALLIS

1007 SE 3rd
(541)753-3115
Open 7-9 Daily

www.firstalt.coop

BUY 10 -
GET ONE
FREE!

NEW! Frequent

Buyer cards for
coffee, muffins
& scones, and
oatmeal..

Saves you time
and money!

facing unplanned pregnancies.

We offer free, confidential
services including:

v Pregnancy test
v/ Information on your options
v Local physician referrals

v Limited obstetrical ultrasound

Take control of your

Unplanned pregnancy?

Take control.

Options PRC is committed to providing accurate
information and compassionate care to those

BULLETIN BOARD
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Interviews for Executive Director of
Institutional Advancement Under Way

Sean Bassinger

The last two meetings occurred on Nov. 16 and 17,

Staff Writer

The last of three day-long interviews for LBCC’s new
executive director of Institutional Advancement takes place
today. Student leaders will meet with the third candidate
from 12:30 to 1:10 p.m. in the Vineyard Mountain Room,
which is west of the Commons and next to the Fireside

Room.

The executive director of Institutional Advancement

works closely with the college’s presidential team in order
to build leadership, establish strong public support, and
serve as the public information officer who communicates
with surrounding communities.

when the other two job finalists, Judy Corwin and Richard
Jackson, visited campus.

According to the general job description, the execu-
tive director of Institutional Advancement is required to
establish long-term fundraising projects, and develop clear
strategies for using electronic and print media involving the
college. In other words, this individual’s actions affect how

information flows through our media publications, includ-

ing The Commuter.

We will have more information regarding the third
candidate after the next meeting takes place. Additional
information regarding the position can be found at LBCC’s

website: po.linnbenton.edu/map/facts/.

WOU Art Faculty Exhibit

NSH Galleries

A wide-ranging exhibit of artwork by
a dozen Western Oregon University
Art Faculty is on view at LBCC. This is
the second of annual shows at LBCC
featuring art faculty from Oregon’s six
state universities. The gallery is on dis-
play until Dec. 2.

Gallery Show “Mutual Apprecia-
tion”
SSH Gallery
The show features paintings, drawings
and printmaking works from eight
Oregon State University students and
recent graduates, three of which are
former LBCC art students. The show
runs through Dec. 2. South Santiam
Hall Gallery hours are 8 a.m. to S p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
Thursda
LBCC Budget Update
NSH-208 « 1 -2 p.m.
With President Greg Hamann and
Vice President Jim Huckstein.
Priority Registration for Winter
Term Begins

12/1

Active Minds Meeting
NSH-109 « Noon
Come help us change the dialog about

mental health at LBCC. Bring your
creativity. Everyone is welcome.
Veterans Club Meetings

CC213 «12pm.

Saturda 12/3

First Day to Order Books Online

Study Jam at the Benton Center
Benton Center Student Lounge « 10 a.m.
-4 pm.

Do you need a place to study by your-
self or with a group? Come to Study
Jam, sponsored by your Student Lead-
ership Council!

Study Jam

Learning Center « 10 a.m. — 8 p.m.

Do you need a place to study by your-
self or with a group? Come to Study
Jam, sponsored by your Student Lead-
ership Council! Learning Center re-
sources, math, writing and study skills
help, textbook rentals and free food
will all be available!

Children’s Winter Festival

Commons Cafeteria « 1 — 4 p.m.

Make it a festive holiday this year by
joining us for the 41st annual Chil-
dren’s Winter Festival. We will have a
variety of activities. It’s a free event for
all so bring your friends and family. We
will be accepting canned food dona-
tions to help support the Linn Benton

Lunch Box program. If you would like
more information, please contact Barb
Horn, Student Activities Coordinator,
at 541-917-4459.

Sunda 12/4
Study Jam
Learnini Center « 10 a.m. - 8 ﬁ.m.
Book Buyback

Veterans Club Meetings- (Friday)

CC213 «12 i.m.

LBCC Budget Update
Fireside Room « 3 — 4 p.m.
With President Greg Hamann and

Vice President Jim Huckstein
Thursda 12/8

Safety Committee Meeting

Mt Jefferson/Willamette Room CC-210
+2-3pm.

Meetings are open to anyone who
would like to attend. If interested,

please  contact Mindy McCall
(x4309).

Frida 12/9
Fall Term Ends
Veterans Club Meetings

CC213 «12pm.

Saturda 12/10

Open Registration Online for Win-
ter Term

Monda 12/12

Books Go on Sale

Math Help Desk:
10am'to 8pm
Computer access:
10am to 8pm
Math Angle:
12pm to 4pm
Testing:

unplanned pregnancy.

Albany
541.924.0160

Corvallis
541.758.3662

ALBANY-CANMPU
FOOD AND DRINKS -
10am to 5pm PROVIDED!
(no tests issued after 4pm)

‘about or requests for sj IFNEeds and accommodations should contact the Disability Coordinator at
[EiNAEEERTONCoMMUNINACOlIEGERREERT0SNG 500 Pacific Blvd. SW, Albany, Oregon 97321, Phone
(5419 T A460 0RO RVISROTEqoNRIEIEeammunieations Relay TTD at 1-800-735-2900 or 1-800-735-1232.
‘Eantacishotldrbermadesi2NoursSromorer N advanceror the event. LBCC is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

options

Pregnancy Resource Centers

@

The Commuter is EVERYWHERE!

Keep up to date on all the latest news

Bl N

possibly pregnant.org
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This day in history ...

Construction Site

by Micah Schmidt Nov. 30, 1985 - What's in a name?
Samuel Clemens is born and grows up to be one of the most celebrated Ameri-

Her Soul’s Dance Floor

by Seth Slater gegsrtar S;yelznf% lrl no cause can writers of the twentieth century. Luckily for Samuel, his agents thought the
We are};ll blind. ’ name Mark Twain was a bit catchier.

I can’t wait for the girl in the white-dress,
To dance with me under purple sunsets

And upon my heart impress, that love is progress. Dec. 1, 1955 - It’s okay, don’t get up

Beauty - such finesse, causes my heart to beat in unrest. Untitled Rosa Parks is arrested for refusing to give up her seat to a white man on a Mont-

I will fail to express the wonder of her lip’s caress. by I{acey S hepard gomery, Ala. bus. Sometimes you have to take a seat to make a stand.

I'm waiting for her to knock on my heart’s door,

Lead me to her soul’s dance floor, As you wilt before me Dec. 2, 1994 - Big pimpin’

And through love, make me so much, so much more. I realize I'm beginning to lose you “Hollywood Madam” Heidi Fleiss is convicted on three counts of facilitating
And wonder where I went wrong prostitution. Luckily she kept very thorough records in a little black book to help

out her case.

Dec. 3, 1966 - Last train to Clarksville
The first Monkees concert is held in Honolulu. Little known fact: The Monkees

were the inspiration for that British rip-off version, The Beatles. Wait, I may have
that backwards.

Dec. 4, 1961 - Which way’s up?
The Museum of Modern Art in NY hangs Matisse’s “Le Bateau” upside down for
47 days. But it’s not the museum’s fault, the arrow was written in French.

Dec. 5, 1933 - Cheers!
Prohibition ends and college students across the country rejoice.

Dec. 6, 1973 - Who voted for this guy?

Gerald Ford is sworn in as Nixon’s vice-president after Spiro Agnew resigned.
He'd later become president after Nixon is forced to resign and be the only presi-
dent America never voted for.

[ 4
Nﬂlr D“ ]0“[ An LBCC student-generated comic By Lizzy Mehringer

7

The usual Sam.

that %
\ guy in |
| | the
{ booth? ™=
! He comes in all the time.

Sure thing

|| Buddy. [ f: He drinks a whole bottle of whiskey, Man. I wish [ was
- . " | |} straight up. and walks out with his that hardcore! }(
e < 3 S o [ |t girlfriend looking stone-cold sober.

An LBCC student-generated comic By Mason Britton

Well, average
for short people.

Mason Le Britton © 2011
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Brooding Bats and Bahies

New “Twilight” Is Just What You’d Expect

Ashley Christie

Page Designer

First things first, I am not a Twi-hard. Yes, I've
read all the books. Yes, I've seen all the movies.
And yes, I have a slight obsession with vampires.
But real vampires don’t sparkle!

That being said, OMG “The Twilight Saga:
Breaking Dawn Part 1” is totally awesome and
really entertaining.

For those who care, the “Twilight Saga” is
about human Bella (Kristen Stewart) who is in
love with vampire Edward, (Robert Pattinson)
but also has feeling for werewolf Jacob (Taylor
Lautner). The bats and wolves don’t really get
along, so the love triangle causes lots and lots of
drawn-out brooding and melodrama.

Following Harry Potter’s lead, the “Twilight”
finale is broken up into two parts. “Breaking
Dawn Part 1” is all set-up for “Part 2,” which
doesn’t hit theaters till Fall 2012. Basically in Part
1, Bella marries Edward, gets preggers with his
demon spawn, and the bloodsucking coven have
to fight the big bad wolf pack.

This movie has alot of problems. Forget about
the fact that Bella Swan is a horrible role model
for young women, or that the first three films are
really just foreplay leading up the big sex scene in
“Breaking Dawn.” All the films are badly written,

poorly acted, and take themselves way too seri-
ously.

The film doesn’t waste anytime giving the
99% female audience what they want, within the
first 30 seconds we get a shirtless Jacob running
through the rain, grief-stricken because the love
of his life is into necrophilia. We then jump to
wedding prep where, like the previous films, Bel-
la’s dad Charlie (Billy Burke) steals every scene
with the best lines and his excellent comedic tim-
ing.

After the nuptials, the happy couple then
travels down to Rio de Janeiro for their honey-
moon. Here comes the long-awaited sex scene.
The build-up is long, drawn out, and super bor-
ing. You just want to scream “Do it already!”

Their are some humorous moments (inten-
tionally, I believe) here, like Bella trying to get
her flirt on and seduce Cedric Diggory ... oops, I
mean Edward, in a slinky black teddy.

Back in Forks, we get more of the wolf pack
and lovelorn Jacob pining away. Once he finds
out Bella is pregnant we get one of the funniest
scenes in the movie (unintentionally, I believe).

First we get to see his “wolf vision” running
through the woods, reminiscent of the tunnel
scene from “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory.” Then once he meets up with the rest
of the poorly CGI-ed mutts we get a lot of an-
gry testosterone-driven voice-overs, including
Alpha Sam that sounds remarkably like Optimus
Prime.

commuter.linnbenton.edu

There are classic romantic lines that rival
“Hold on tight Spidermonkey” such as, “We’ll
get that thing out of you” and “How can I love
that thing if it kills you!” Aww, just what every
pregnant teen wants to hear from their baby-
daddy.

I didn’t expect some of the truly disturbing
and graphic physical transformations Bella goes
through while pregnant with the baby basically
killing her from the inside out. She gets scary
skinny, like Christian Bale in “The Machin-
ist” skinny. And the delivery scene is just plain
gross.

All that being said, I still really enjoyed myself,
like I always do. Yes, they’re badly written, poorly
acted, and take themselves way too seriously. But
as long as you don’t take them too seriously and
enjoy the campiness, you'll have a fun time.

There’s one good fight scene towards the end,
and if you think there’s the slightest chance you'll
see “Part 2" next year you have to see this part.
You'll laugh, you’ll cry (cause you're laughing so
hard), you won’t be completely disappointed.

Oh, and be sure to stay through the credits for
a scene with the Volturi that is ridiculously and
gloriously overacted!

Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn part 1
Rated: PG-13 - Runtime: 113 min
Part 2 to be released Nov. 2012

Gamer?*s Lﬂg: fissassin’s Creed Revelations

Mason Le Britton © 2011
Groovysweet.wordpress.com

Assassin's
Creed Revelations continues
with the level of quality
expected from the series.

Ezio may be older, but
proves he is just as
agile as ever.

The new hookblade is
awesome, but can be tricky.

and diversionary.

Learn to make several types
of bombs:lethal, tactical,

STop Them
Al rearjtﬁ !

Defend the assassin
dens in a new mini-game.
A nice addition, but they
could use a bit of polish.

Through Ezio, Altdir returns
with a life-long journey

of his own, trying to keep the

assassins from falling apart.

There is less of a focus on
assassinating templars, and
more on controlling

=

constantinople.

As mentor. Ezio continues
recruiting and training new
assassins, but this time with

more of a personal touch.

There are other uses for a
hidden blade beyond
slicing templar throats.

While there may be some
small glitches, the game is
fantastic. Could have used a
little more romance though.

Dec.9

Dec.2

Sleeping Beauty
Rated: R

Genre: Adult Fairy Tale

New Year’s Eve
Rated: PG-13
Genre: Count the Stars

The Sitter
Rated: R
Genre: Comedy

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy
Rated: R

Genre: Spy Thriller

Dec. 16

Rated: PG-13

Rated: G

Sherlock Holmes:
Game of Shadows

Genre: 9 Robert Downey Jr.

Alvin and the Chipmunks:
Chipwrecked

Genre: Yes, really

DECEMBER COMING ATTRACTIONS

Dec.21

Mission Impossible 4
Rated: PG-13
Genre: Tom Cruise is bored

The Adventures of Tintin
Rated: PG
Genre: Family Friendly

The Girl with the
Dragon Tattoo

Rated: R

Genre: English Translation

Sources: IMDb, Yahoo! Movies, Fandango.com

Dec.23

We Bought a Zoo
Rated: PG

Genre: Dramady

Dec. 30

‘War Horse
Rated: PG-13
Genre: Inspirational
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