Principles of Crop Science

CSS  -  200 Syllabus

Instructor: Jack Peters

Phone  h) 745-5049
w) 917-4233   (Office: IA-231C)

Description and Objectives:

The main objective of this course is to increase and enhance your knowledge of the principles, technologies and traditions of crop production and plant development.  I also hope to develop your ability to make sound crop production decisions in a complex and changing environment.  This requires the ability to identify and discover agricultural problems and recommend appropriate solutions. We must also look at agriculture from a systemic viewpoint and how it influences global issues.  We will concentrate most of our discussion on crops of the Pacific Northwest.  We will examine the subject of crop science in four phases:

1- The technology of crop production teaches us a process of sequential procedures over a specific time period using certain equipment and resources in specific ways, for particular reasons.  This technology is described as the ‘how to’ for various crops.

2- The natural sciences involved in crop production, such as physical, chemical and biological processes underlying the technology.

3- The relationship of crop production to the whole farm operation (technology as ‘success or failure’ to a grower).

4- The relationship of crop production and farming to the world and society.

I hope that this course will integrate all of these phases together by the end of the term and help give you a general but meaningful understanding of crop production, and also make you ‘problem solvers’ in the process. Note: This is not a pure crops production class but relates to those aspects involved with crop production.  You will also learn some seed/plant identification in this course.

Format: Lectures, Discussions, Guest Speakers, Labs, Field Trips

Grading:
- Homework Exercises and Class Discussions  (word definitions, newspaper  

       article reviews, other assignments, class/field trip attendance, etc…  (50 pts)

- Quizzes  (80 pts) 

- Seed/Plant ID Quiz  (30 pts )
- Field Trip Summaries and Cropping Schedules (if applicable)  (70 pts)
- Computer Ag. Internet Assignment  (20 pts)
- Class Project  (40 pts)
- Final Examination  (60 pts)
TOTAL POINTS = 350 pts

Scaled from 350 pts:
90 – 100%
A




80 – 89%
B




70 – 79%
C




60 – 69%
D




below 60%
F

Student performance will be evaluated from the above grading criteria.  Attendance is strongly encouraged.  Students will have one week in which to make-up any work missed due to illness or other excused absence.  Any student needing to miss more than 2 consecutive classes should notify the instructor.

