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COURSE SYLLABUS
PSYCHOLOGY 202 – GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY

WINTER 2013
MWF: 11:00 – 11:50 A.M.
NSH 110
Instructor
Gregory Jones, Ph.D.



Office:
 SSH 205



Phone: (541) 917-4549



E-Mail: jonesg@linnbenton.edu


Webpage: http://cf.linnbenton.edu/artcom/social_science/jonesg/web.cfm



Office Hours: M W:
1:00 – 1:50 P.M.





T TH:
10:00 - 10:50 A.M.

Required Materials

· Myers, D.C. (2010). Psychology, 10th edition. New York, NY:Worth Publishers
Prerequisites

There are no required prerequisites for this course.  However, this course will require college level writing, reading, and computer skills.  Student placement at or above the following courses is strongly recommended for success in this course:

· Reading 115
· Writing 115
Course Description
PSY202 – General Psychology is an introduction to several of the different sub-fields and methods of study in psychology.  Students should leave this course with a basic understanding of the history of psychology; research methods; the brain and nervous system; theories of learning; thinking; memory; language; intelligence; and motivation.
Course Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students should be able to meet the following outcomes:

· Critically analyze the relationships between humans and the natural world

· Recognize and articulate the interplay between social and/or natural forces and individuals

· Use analytical and scientific thinking to draw reasonable conclusions

· Synthesize diverse perspectives and express them in a coherent and applicable manner
Grading:  Grades do not reflect intelligence. They reflect how intelligently you studied.

Exams (3 – 1)


40 pts each

= 80 pts

Final



40 pts.


= 40 pts

Class Projects (6 – 1)

5 pts each

= 25 pts

Relevancy Analysis (2)
8 pts each

= 16 pts
Total






161 pts





A

=
145+ pts






B

=
128+ pts






C

= 
111+ pts






D

=
96+ pts

Requirements:  Learning is a voluntary act.
Students are expected to come to class having read the pages assigned in the class schedule for that day; having completed the corresponding part of the outline; and prepared to discuss the issues.  Outlines of the text are available at the instructor’s LBCC webpage.  Students are responsible for downloading the outline.

Exams: Students may use their outlines during the exam.  Exams are typically 40 multiple choice questions to be completed in 40 minutes.   

Final: Cumulative, 40 questions; multiple choice, no outlines.  You may use the final to replace one of your test scores or you may opt out of the final if you’re satisfied with your grade.

Class projects (CPs):  The first CP is a hard copy to be completed in written form. All other CPs are online quizzes to be completed at the end of each chapter. Using the password supplied by the text, the student should engage “Psych Portal” and proceed to the “diagnostic quizzing” tab. Under “Settings” scroll to your section and take the quiz assigned for that date. The quiz will help the student identify areas of weakness in their study. Quizzes can be re-taken as frequently as necessary to get a perfect score until the date they are due. Each perfect score is worth 5 points. One CP score will be dropped from the total.  

Relevancy Analysis (RA): The RA is a participation grade.  The student must be present to receive credit.  Each student will be assigned two presentations at the beginning of the term.  On the assigned day the student will have completed the outline and responded in writing to the 3 questions on the RA form (see addendum).   Sitting at the front of the class, the student will then assist in leading class discussion on that day’s topic.  Students should keep a copy of their RA when submitting the original to the instructor.  If a student must be absent the day of the assignment, the RA may be made up by submitting the paperwork for the missed RA and then joining the next RA and submitting the paperwork for that as well.  Make-up RAs must be completed within one week of the assigned date to avoid a penalty for being late.
Note: Duplicates of the RA form may be downloaded from my website.
Class Policies:  IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM, read this first.  It will save you and the instructor time and frustration. 
Late Assignments:  A premium is placed on completing assignments on time.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Late assignments are penalized 20% per class period regardless of validity of excuse (Note: see above for late procedures regarding Relevancy Analysis).  

** There are no make-up exams.  A missed exam counts as your lowest score and will be dropped.**
Attendance is mandatory the first week.  After that, it is strongly encouraged, but ultimately the student’s responsibility.  As a rule of thumb, students who miss more than three classes should consider withdrawing and taking the course at a more convenient time.  Instructor’s lecture notes are not available to students who miss class.

Courtesy and Classroom Decorum: Please be mindful everyone is here to learn.  Remember to turn off your cell phones, arrive on time for class, and avoid anything disruptive to the class.  Differences of opinion are encouraged in class as long as they are presented in a constructive and courteous way. 
Email/Written Requests: Messages are checked during business hours.   Include your full name, course number, section number (MWF or TTH), and date.  Phone messages are unreliable.  Speak clearly, slowly, and repeat vital information.  I acknowledge all messages that are received - usually within 1 business day.  If you haven’t heard from me, it means I didn’t get it.

Returned Work:  Most student work, submitted on time, is returned the following class period (except papers of 300 words or more.)  Any work not collected when it is returned is filed in my office.  Students must come to my office to collect it. 

** Work submitted out of sequence is returned as my schedule permits.**
Posting Grades:  After each test, grades will be posted at the instructor’s webpage grade book.  Students must enter their name in the grade book prior to the test to receive the posting.  This is an option for students who wish to know their grades before coming to class.
Know Your Syllabus:  Questions requesting clarification of information in the syllabus are welcomed.  Questions referring to information covered in the syllabus will be referred back to the syllabus.

College Policies 

Cheating/Plagiarism: Using someone else’s work (i.e., outline) or using information not authorized by the instructor on exams can lead to failing the assignment, test, and/or class. 

Diversity: The LBCC community is enriched by diversity.  Everyone has the right to think, learn and work together in an environment of respect, tolerance, and goodwill.  We will work toward creating a community without prejudice, intimidation, or discrimination. (Board Policy #1015)

Students with Disabilities: If you have any emergency medical information the instructor should know of; need special arrangements in the event of evacuation; or have a documented disability and may need accommodation, you should make an appointment with me as early as possible (no later than the first week of the term).  If additional assistance is required, you should contact LBCC’s Office of Disability Services at (541) 917-4683.  It is my desire to accommodate the needs of all students in their learning process.

Waitlist Policy: If our class is full, registered student not attending class during the first day of the term will be withdrawn, and waitlisted students who are attending class will be admitted to the class on a space available basis.

Incomplete Grades: You may be eligible for an ‘Incomplete’ grade if you have finished 75% of the class work.  If you have an ‘Incomplete,’ all coursework must be finished by the end of the next term.  You must contact me before the end of the term to receive an Incomplete.
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FINAL: Wednesday, March 20th  10:00-11:50 A.M.

Relevancy Analysis 

Name: ____________




Date: _____________

1. Attach a COPY of completed outline for pages you were assigned. 

2.  What do you consider to be the 2-3 most important concepts in your reading?  Explain the concepts and your reason for judging them important.
3. Provide a brief analysis of the relevancy of your assigned readings, either to your life, including a specific example, or to the larger world, including the outside source (e.g., newspaper) you are citing.
Greg Jones

WINTER 2013


