
BI 211 – Principles of Biology Fall 2019 
Instructor:  Melissa Scherr  Course Format: 
Office: WOH 210 Lecture:   11AM–11:50 MWF in WOH 212 
Phone: 541-602-6670 (emergency)  OR 1PM-1:50 MWF in WOH 212  
Email: scherrm@linnbenton.edu  Lab: T or R in WOH 214 11AM-1:50PM  

OR 2PM-4:50  
Office Hours: MW: 10-10:45, 2-3 pm 
Please contact me via email to make a special appointment outside of these office hours (48 
hours advance) 
  
Welcome 
Principles of Biology: BI 211 is an introduction to the study of living things, intended for science 
majors.  It is part of a three-term biology sequence, BI 211-212-213.**  BI 211 surveys the 
diversity of life.  Major concepts covered in this course [BI 211] include the characteristics of life, 
an overview of life’s diversity, major groups of organisms and their evolutionary relationships, 
principles of classification, and key structural/functional characteristics of the major taxonomic 
groups of organisms.  
 
**BI 211, 212 & 213 do NOT need be taken in numerical order. 
  

Prerequisite: Co-enrollment in CH 112, CH 150 or CH 221 this term, 
CH 150 has a co-requisite of MTH 095.  ß Minimum standard. 
  

Course Materials: 
  
Required Resources: 
1. Textbook: Biology, 11th edition Raven, Johnson, Mason, Losos and Singer, McGraw Hill 
publishing, ISBN 978-1-2597-0953-1. Check with instructor if you have an alternate text. 
  
2. A Photographic Atlas for Biology Laboratory, 8th edition by Kent Van De Graaff and John 
Crawley, Morton Publishing 2013. ISBN 978-1-61731-058-4 
  
3. BI 211 Lab Packet – Revised F 2018. Contains labs and other handouts available at the 
LBCC bookstore.  It is not possible to use a prior edition of this packet. 
  

Supplemental:  
Dictionary of Word Roots and Combining Forms (recommended i.e. strongly encouraged for 
highest success). 1988. ISBN-13: 978-0-87484-053-7 
Colored pencils (10 or 12 pack) – highly recommended  

  

 
 
 
 



Assessments:   
Midterms (2 @ 75 pts each) = 150 pts  
9 Pre-labs @ 5 pts each =   45 pts  
8 lab quizzes @ 10 pts ea. =   80 pts  
Lab Practicums 2 @ 30 pts =   60 pts  
Moodle Quizzes =   50 pts  
In-class Activities =   15 pts 
Lab Report  =   20 pts   
Final Comprehensive exam = 100 pts  
Total Points =  500 pts 
 
Grading Scheme:  

90-100% A 
80-89.0% B 
70-79.9% C 
60-69.9% D 
59.9% and below F 

 
I. General Policies 
I. Attendance Policy:  Students are expected to attend all lectures.  No grade will be assigned for 

attendance.  If a situation arises that makes it necessary to miss class it is the student’s 

responsibility to obtain notes from a peer.  

 

No quizzes, lab work, or in-class assignments will be accepted for credit if you were not in 

attendance for the class when the work is due.  If you have an emergency and miss class, 

please let me know as soon as possible, providing documentation of your emergency, so that 

we can discuss turning in late work. 

 

This course is a lab science course, so it is expected that you will attend at least 60% of the labs 

to gain a passing grade.  If a student misses more than 3 lab periods, the student will 

automatically fail the course, regardless of the overall percentage for the remainder of the 

course.  
  

II. Learning Platform: To access the Moodle component, go to the Linn-Benton website at: 
http://www.linnbenton.edu/,  Select Quicklinks  

> Scroll down and select (Moodle) – right hand side of screen. 
> Create Account (if necessary). See yellow hi-lighted area in middle of the page. 
> Login with User Name and Password 
> On the left hand panel: Click on the respective course under “My Courses” 
> You may need to expand the folder by clicking on the “+” symbol. 
> Click on BI: Biology>Select BI211_MS to enter the course area. 

http://www.linnbenton.edu/
http://www.linnbenton.edu/


On Moodle: 
Syllabus 
Course Schedule/Reading Schedule 
Additional Reading Resources 
Lecture Slides/Outlines 
Course Grades 

  
III. Learning Outcomes 
Success in this course will be exemplified when students are able to: 
- Correctly interpret phylogenetic models 
-  Demonstrate competency using dichotomous keys to identify unknown organisms 
-  Categorize organisms into their appropriate taxonomic levels based on hallmark traits 
-  Explain the relevance of biodiversity to humanity by citing specific examples of interactions of  
  other organisms with humans 
  
IV. Make-Ups 
Make up exams:  There will be no make-up exams unless I am informed in writing prior to the 
exam that you will need to miss, and only for documentable reasons. This does not include 
event tickets, vacations, or other non-university sanctioned events. You need to talk with me 
directly for approval to make up an exam. Exams may not be taken early. Approved late takes 
must be made up before the next lecture class.  
  
On the exam day if y have a life situation come up that makes it impossible to attend the exam, 
then you must call or text me and (leave a message on my voicemail [541-602-6670]) or send 
me an immediate email (see top of syllabus). Please collect documentation (e.g. doctor’s note, 
mechanic’s receipt, etc.) so that we can make the allowance for a make-up before the next 
class meeting.  A student contacting the instructor two or more days after the test will be 
ineligible to take a late take test. 
  
**A missed lab practicum cannot be made up after the day it is administered** 
  
V. Special Accommodations:  Students who need accommodations due to documented 
disabilities, have medical information which the instructor should know about, or who need 
special arrangements in an emergency should speak with the instructor during the first week of 
class.  If you have not accessed services and think you may need them, please contact the 
Center for Accessibility Resources, 917-4789 or visit RCH 105.  If you have already 
documented your disability, remember that you must complete a Request for Accommodations 
form every term in order to receive accommodations. It is the student’s responsibility to make 
any needs known to me within the first week of the semester, in writing, so that I can give 
appropriate accommodation.  This includes but is not limited to disabilities of visual, hearing, 
learning, dates needed for religious holidays, court dates etc. 
  

https://www.linnbenton.edu/current-students/student-support/center-for-accessibility-resources/
https://www.linnbenton.edu/current-students/student-support/center-for-accessibility-resources/
https://www.linnbenton.edu/current-students/student-support/center-for-accessibility-resources/how-to-get-started/


VIa. Academic Misconduct: This includes any form of cheating and will not be tolerated. 
Students are encouraged to read the college catalog or Student Handbook for further details.  If 
a student is found to have cheated on an exam, after due process the resulting grade will be a 
zero on the exam or quiz.  All group work should still be written in the student’s own handwriting 
and language.  
 
Repeat violations of this policy will be referred to the Dean of Science, Engineering and Math 
Division.  Violations of academic honesty will be met with severe measures that may include 
failing the course or expulsion from the college.  
  
VIb. Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the taking of ideas that are not your own and attempting to 
submit them as your own this is also considered academic misconduct.  Using someone else’s 
work as your own, including your classmates work, can lead to serious consequences. 
Plagiarism is subject to disciplinary action and when appropriate will affect your grade.   If you 
use a published source to quote or even paraphrase a reference it is critical to cite your 
sources, when in doubt ask your instructor specifics about this policy – do not assume that “not 
knowing” will excuse you from this college-wide policy.  
 
VIc. Professionalism: All students in this class will treat each other and faculty with 
professionalism. Distracting and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. If a student is asked 
to leave the classroom for rude or distracting behavior, they will not be permitted to return to 
class until there has been a discussion with the student, faculty, and dean (or assistant dean) 
present.  
  
VII. Cell Phones: As a courtesy to fellow students and instructor, please turn off all cell phone 
notification sounds and pagers during the instructional period.  Cell phones are not to be used in 
class unless for class material - e.g. searching for definitions or extended topic material. 
Otherwise, please keep these devices put away while class is in session. If a student’s cell 
phone use becomes a distraction to classmates or the instructor, they will be asked to turn the 
device off and put it away.  
 
If you leave class to answer/place a call/text message, you will be expected to leave for 
the rest of the day.  Break times are the only exception.  
 
Anyone who needs to have a phone connected (e.g., spouse close to labor, a child sick at 
home) must inform the instructor at the beginning of the class period.  Cell phones may not be 
used for calculators exams - you must use the calculators provided or bring your own – no 
exceptions.  
 
VIII. Personal Computers (Notebook/Laptop/PDA): Tablet, Laptop or PDA for class notes and 
in labs may be used for class or lab activities. Distracting use (games, social media, messaging, 
etc.) that draws the attention of classmates and/or the instructor will elicit a request to remove 



yourself from the classroom for the period, and the student will not be permitted to return without 
first meeting with the Dean. 
 
IX. Withdrawing from Classes (Dropping a Class After the Refund Deadline) 
To drop a class or withdraw from school, you must  turn in a Schedule Change form at the 
Registration Counter or at a community center or use the SIS system.  If you withdraw from a 
course after the refund deadline, you will receive a "W" grade in the class, and you will forfeit all 
claims to refunds, and be financially responsible for any tuition and fees. Failure to drop a class 
may impact your grade point average and financial aid eligibility. Note: For classes meeting 
eight or more weeks, the deadline to withdraw from the class is 5 p.m. on Friday of the seventh 
week of the term.  
 
X. Incomplete Policy: An incomplete (IN) will only be issued when a student is unable to 
complete the last exam by the end of the term due to extenuating circumstances. Each 
incomplete grade will be accompanied by a signed contract specifying the conditions necessary 
to complete the course.  A minimum of 70% of the course work must be accomplished 
(excluding the final exam) before consideration of an incomplete is granted.  
 
Failure from lack of attendance or missing numerous labs is not grounds for an 
incomplete.  
 
The “Incomplete” contract will be signed by the student and the instructor and placed on file in 
the Division office.  
  
XI. Assessments: 
Exams: Are designed to monitor your mastery of the material that you have learned.  There will 
be three exams in this course, each covering roughly one third of the course.  The exam format 
will be multiple choice, short essay, diagramming, analyzing information, and matching.  It may 
take up to one week to grade an exam.  All students will receive their test back on the same 
day.  I do not turn back exams early during office hours to individuals. 
  
Early Take Exams: Under no circumstances are midterm or final exams administered early, 
please plan accordingly. 
  
Pre-Lab Assignment: Found in your lab manual in the front most section.  These are due at the 
beginning of each lab.  The questions will be graded in class by peer students, and then turned 
in.  In order to receive credit you will need to be present and on time. Each pre-lab assignment 
is worth five points, and will not be accepted if you are late to lab. 
  
Labs:  Labs are a very important format of learning and “training” for scientists and future health 
care professionals.  Students should plan for being in the lab for the duration of the lab period. 
Read your assigned material that corresponds to lab BEFORE you come to lab and read the lab 



material in the course packet before you arrive – a good strategy is to high-light all instructions 
so that your lab goes smoothly. 
  
Ask questions if lab activities are not clear.  Post-lab worksheets are provided to you at the end 
of lab each week. These are the only materials that may be used for the lab quiz the next 
lecture session.  
 
It is important to bring your lab manual/packet, photo atlas, AND textbook to every lab session. 
  
Make-up Labs:  Due to limited space availability, we do not have make up lab times outside of 
the regular lab session.  If you know in advance that you must miss a lab e.g. due to a 
pre-scheduled Dr.’s appointment, speak to the instructor. This is a university transfer 
course, it is expected that the student will attend at least 70% of the labs to pass the course.  
  
Moodle Quizzes: Over weekly readings. Activate Mon at 12:01 am, and are due Saturday 
at 11:59 pm. Three attempts are allowed, highest score is what will be recorded. 
  
Late Work:  Will NOT be accepted without supporting documentation to show your inability to 
meet deadlines e.g. a doctor’s note or hospital admission form. 
  
XII. College Wide Policies 
Comprehensive nondiscrimination policy: LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, 
marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status protected under applicable 
federal, state, or local laws (for further information http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/ ). Policy 
1015. 
  
Inclement Weather Policy: If campus is open class will be given (including lab days) and 
scheduled exams/quizzes will be administered.  Please listen to local media coverage for notice 
of closures such as T.V., radio stations, & the LBCC website.  
 
Basic Needs Policy 
Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, 
or who lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their performance in 
the course, is urged to contact the Roadrunner Resource Center for support 
(resources@linnbenton.edu , or visit us on the web www.linnbenton.edu/RRC  under Student 
Support for Current Students). Our office can help students get connected to resources to help. 
Furthermore, please notify the professor if you are comfortable in doing so. This will enable 
them to provide any resources that they may possess. 
 
CRISIS? Don’t hesitate to reach out to me. For anything. Anytime.  

http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/
http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/
https://linnbenton.regroup.com/signup
http://www.linnbenton.edu/RRC

