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Umpqua Defeats 
LBCC Women 
in Scrimmage

Michael Dechellis
Contributing Photographer

During a scrimmage game against 
Umpqua on Saturday, Nov.  10, 
LBCC started slow with the 

score LBCC 25, Umpqua 40 at the 
end of the first period.
 Umpqua had an overall height ad-
vantage over LBCC, and as a result, 
had more rebounds and post shots. It 
appeared as though the RoadRunners 
anticipated this and focused on their 
three-point shots. 
 LBCC did a great job of keeping up 
with Umpqua but could not make up 
the points they fell short of in the first 
period. With a little under two min-
utes in the second period, the score 
was LBCC 65, Umpqua 82.
 In the third period, LBCC mixed it 
up trying to close the gap in the score 
with a lot of passes, post shots and 
increased defense, but Umpqua had 
their own strategy working for them, 
making the final score LBCC 85, Um-
pqua 102.

See more photos from 
the game online at: 

commuter.linnbenton.edu

RoadRunner
BBall

Michael DeChellis
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The Commuter is the weekly 
student-run newspaper for LBCC, 
fi nanced by student fees and 
advertising. Opinions expressed 
in The Commuter do not 
necessarily refl ect those of the 
LBCC administration, faculty and 
Associated Students of LBCC. 
Editorials, columns, letters and 
cartoons refl ect the opinions of 
the authors. 

Letters Welcome 
The Commuter encourages readers 
to use its “Opinion” pages to express 
their views on campus, community, 
regional and national issues. The Com-
muter attempts to print all submissions 
received, but reserves the right to edit 
for grammar, length, libel, privacy con-
cerns and taste. Opinions expressed by 
letter submitters do not represent the 
views of the Commuter staff or the Col-
lege. Deliver letters to The Commuter 
Offi ce, Forum 222 or at commuter@
linnbenton.edu
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Choir Concert World In Harmony Ad

Nov 21 & 28

Albany Campus

Persons having questions about or requests for special needs and accommodations should contact 
the Disability Coordinator at Linn-Benton Community College, RCH-105, 6500 Pacific Blvd. SW, 
Albany, Oregon 97321, Phone  541-917-4690 or via Oregon Telecommunications Relay TTD at 
1-800-735-2900 or 1-800-735-1232. Contact should be made 72 hours or more in advance of the 
event. LBCC is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

Linn-Benton Community College 
Performing Arts Department presents

Celebrate the Season with

A World in
 Harmony!

Concert Choir
Re-Choired Element Chamber Choir

Women’s Choir 
A cappella groups:

Online ticket sales begin Nov. 12
Box o�ce sales begin Nov. 19
Mon-Thu 8-10 a.m. & 2-4 p.m. 
and 1 hour prior to curtain.

Featuring LBCC

James M. Reddan, conductor & Diana Hancock, accompanist

www.linnbenton.edu/russelltripptheater

William Tatum
Staff  Writer

 Shaquille Sayles, a well liked 
young man from Oakland, Calif., 
died last week while driving an 
all terrain vehicle in Philomath. 
According to the Benton County 
Sheri� ’s news release, Sayles was 
riding an ATV early Wednesday 
morning with another friend. 
When the two became separat-
ed, Shaquille’s friend returned to 
the residence expecting to meet 
back up there. 
 When he realized that Say-
les had not returned, he woke  

another friend and they went 
out to look for him.
 � ey located Sayles on the 
side of Botkin road, a short dis-
tance away from the residence. 
He had apparently struck a tree 
while riding and had su� ered 
serious injuries. � e boys trans-
ported him in their vehicle to 
Good Samaritan Regional hos-
pital where he was  pronounced 
dead shortly a� er 6 a.m. 
 According to O�  cer Ridler 
of Benton County Sheri� ’s de-
partment, there was every indi-
cation that alcohol was involved 
in the accident. However, the 

results from an o�  cial toxicol-
ogy screening won’t likely be 
available until a� er � anksgiv-
ing. Accidents like this are a very 
tragic problem, said Ridler.
 According to Greg Hawk, 
head baseball coach for LBCC, 
Sayles was a cherished and won-
derful young man. His death 
was a tragedy that should never 
have happened to someone so 
young. 
 According to Oakland’s 
Contra Costa Times, Sayles’s 
high school baseball coach, 
Ben Juarez, said the 19-year-old 
didn’t know how to hate. “He 

was just such a positive person, 
and he really cherished the li� le 
things,” said Juarez.
 � ere is a Facebook memo-
rial page where his friends and 
family are commemorating his 
life. Darling Bonnie, cousin of 
Sayles, wrote the following on 
his memorial page: “� e wake 
services for Shaquille will be 
held � ursday from 5-8 p.m. at 
C.P. Bannon Mortuary located 
at 6800 International Blvd Oak-
land, Calif. � e Celebration Of 
Life Ceremony will be held Fri-
day Morning at 11 a.m., location 
TBD.”

Student Dies in ATV Accident

William Tatum
Staff  Writer

 Invisible Children (IC) was on campus last week 
showcasing their new � lm “Move” and raising aware-
ness about their planned march in Washington, D.C. 
on Nov. 17. � e star of the night was Barbara Ake-
llo from northern Uganda. Akello herself worked 
for IC in Uganda, and gave a short speech that you 
shouldn’t have missed.
 If you weren’t there, what gives? Are you all only 
fans of activism via FB and merchandising?
 Come on, millennials; I know you can do be� er 
than this. Buying a bracelet or sharing a status update 
might help fundraise and raise awareness, but as we 
all know you can’t just throw money at problems and 
solutions that require action. Maybe you just bought 
into the media narrative that they were a scam. So if 
all you do is clicktivism or compassionate capitalism, 

you can rest easy knowing that the money you send 
to IC for bracelets and t-shirts will actually be used 
for helping end the L�  con� ict.
 While IC could have done some things be� er, 
one cannot deny that they were simply unprepared 
for the negativity that comes with virality and popu-
larity in today’s media.  Pamphlets were distributed 
with information detailing how they spend donar 
money, pu� ing to bed the myth that they are a scam. 
Either way, you should have been there, if for no 
other reason than to meet Akello.  
 One could go into what the � lm depicted but 
seriously, pull out your phone and just watch it your-
self. You can see it at InvisibleChildren.com. What 
you can’t just watch on your phone though is the 
so�  spoken Akello speaking to the small group of us 
amassed in the Forum Building yesterday.
 � ere really is a visceral di� erence between 
watching a YouTube clip about child soldiers and 

hearing someone, not � ve or 10 feet from you, 
speaking about how when she was just 10 years old, 
soldiers from the L�  came into her village. � ey 
killed her father and abducted four of her family 
members. While three eventually came back one 
was never seen or heard from again. She relayed her 
story in the strongest, yet strangely so� , voice I have 
ever heard. Despite not being loud, it was plain that 
every eye and ear was focused on her and her story.
 � e thrust of the meeting was the planned rally 
in Washington DC for peace in Central Africa and 
justice for Joseph Kony.On Nov. 17th, leaders from 
the several di� erent countries and relevant NGO’s 
will be present at a convention. Invisible Children 
intends to hold a rally there in an a� empt to the 
countries and institutions who they feel can put a 
stop to the L�  con� ict in� uence. You can � nd out 
more and register to a� end at their website.

Invisible Children Visits LBCC
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D Mary Mahoney
Contributing Writer

 It’s been over two decades since 
Arik reported for � e Commuter 
while a� ending LBCC. He did bun-
gee jump a few more times a� er that 
but his tastes have changed since 
then.
 Today Hesseldahl prefers live 
jazz on a crisp, autumn a� ernoon in 
New York City and dining in the Vil-
lage at his favorite restaurant, Sant 
Ambreous - a popular spot with the 
locals, rather than pizza a� er leaping 
backwards into a 200 foot chasm.
 He is currently working for All 
� ings D, a news website with analy-
sis and opinion on technology, the 
Internet and media. His title: Senior 
Editor and Enterprise Dude.
 Kara Swisher, executive edi-
tor and co-founder of the website, 
hired Hesseldahl. She said they 
were looking for a really great writer, 
somebody who could write about 
enterprise: “He can write about a lot 
of topics - I mean, it’s easy to write 
about stu�  like Smartphones and 
tablets, and make it sound exciting, 
but it’s really hard to make stories 
about Cisco come alive.”
 Hesseldahl stays well informed 
on the subjects he writes about. He 
likes to use analogies – he feels they 
help the reader. He strives to write 
about a subject so people can under-
stand it. “But,” he said, “sometimes I 
miss that target and I’ll get a reader 
that tells me I didn’t get it right.”
 During a Skype interview from 
his home in New York City:

Commuter: Do you work from 
home or go to work in an o�  ce?
Arik Hesseldahl: I work from home 
sometimes. I have an o�  ce at � e 
Wall Street Journal – actually, I have 
a desk there.

C: How has your experience at 
Linn-Benton helped shape who 
you are today?
AH: It got me started in reporting.
 Hesseldahl was awarded a full 
scholarship to Linn-Benton Com-
munity College a� er graduating 
from Crescent Valley High School 
in 1988. While a� ending LBCC 
he wrote for � e Commuter and 
reported on sports, weather and 
“everything in between.” He recalled 
reporting on snowstorms that shut 
down the school. He applied for the 
managing editor position and didn’t 
get it but later became editor-in-
chief.
 A� er LBCC, he went on to gradu-
ate from University Of Oregon with 
a BA in Journalism and a minor in 
History. His � rst reporting job was 
as a community sports reporter for 
the Corvallis Gaze� e-Times, where 
he met Rob Priewe, now a journal-
ism professor at LBCC.
 Priewe was working there as a 
copy editor back then. He remem-
bers Arik as the young guy who 
was there at late hours of the night 
a� er covering games. Hesseldahl 

enjoyed being a sports reporter; he 
loved covering sports and misses the 
excitement of the outcome of the 
game. Priewe commented on how 
Hesseldahl is a perfect example of 
not only having the talent  - but also 
taking the initiative - and to run with 
it and see how far you can go.
 A� er his days at the Gaze� e 
Times, Hasseldahl reported for a 
few other newspapers in Oregon 
and worked as a business editor for 
the Idaho State Journal before being 
accepted to Columbia’s Graduate 
School of Journalism in New York 
City.
 With grad school as his destina-
tion, he packed up his pickup truck 
and drove from Oregon to New York 
in 1996. He said he visited a few 
times prior: “It is all very confusing 
and intense when you � rst arrive. 
Fortunately, Columbia is in a loca-
tion that is a li� le more manageable 
than other sections of the city.”

C: What did you think of Colum-
bia?
AH: It was formative. I am still very 
closely aligned to it. � e people I 
went to school with are my friends; 
they’re my extended family in New 
York now.
 His � rst job out of Columbia was 
with New Century Networks, a web 
site that gathered stories from over 
120 news sites and put them all in 
one place. Hesseldahl: “We didn’t 
yet know we were in the “content ag-
gregation” business.”
 A� er New Century, he worked 
as a senior writer for Electronic 
News Magazine, a publication that 
covered the semiconductor produc-
tion equipment industry and where 
the term “Silicon Valley” was � rst 
coined.
 In May 2000, using contacts from 

Oregon and Columbia, he landed 
a job as a reporter and eventually a 
senior editor, at Forbes. He worked 
there for � ve years and 19 days. “We 
were located on the 43rd � oor. I 
loved working there,” he said. “I am 
the proudest of this job. I worked 
with really great people. People 
would come on board and stay on 
for 25-30 years - I was the young 
whippersnapper.”

C: Any advice for today’s journal-
ism student?
AH: Develop a network of sources 
and learn how to tell a compelling 
story. It comes with time but with 
experience you learn to judge why 
something is important or if it will 
make a good story.
 A� er his days at Forbes, he cold 
called Business Week and was of-
fered a job as a senior technology 
writer. Now known as Bloomberg 
Business Week, Hesseldahl worked 
there during the buyout. “I was com-
ing back from vacation and I was 
checking my Blackberry,” he said, 
“and it said they were ‘exploring stra-
tegic options,’ which meant we were 
being put up for sale.”
 He went on from Bloomberg 
Business Week to where he current-
ly works, All � ings D, where techno 
leaders, such as Bill Gates and Steve 
Jobs would be interviewed on stage 
without prepared remarks. “� at was 
live journalism,” said Hesseldahl.
 Hesseldahl came back to the 
Northwest recently for a visit. His 
parents are retired and live in Salem. 
He has a brother who lives in Se-
a� le.

C: What do you do to stop think-
ing about the news?
AH: I never stop thinking about the 
news.

Arik Hesseldahl in 1990: 
Bungee Jumper and LBCC Student

By Arik Hesseldahl
The Commuter Archive 1990

 Forget every de� nition of fear and sheer terror you’ve ever understood. 
Forget all the laws of common sense that tell you not to stand in front of 
a car going 75 miles per hour, touch a hot burner, or jump o�  a 175-foot 
bridge.
 When I � rst became acquainted with bungee jumping, I thought it just 
another of those crazy California fads that people do for a li� le hype and 
four-minute spots on “PM Magazine.” When the recent Reebok commer-
cial made Bungee jumping more popular, I boasted that I would do it if 
given the chance – a chance I would never get, not in Oregon anyway. But 
then we heard about a jump scheduled outside Eugene on Nov. 18, and it 
was time to put up or shut up.
 � e site was the Blue River Dam catwalk in Eastern Lane County, 200 
or more feet above the ground – no water, just a rocky � oor where the water 
of the McKenzie River used to be. � e setup is simple: Two harnesses, four 
bungee cords that each hold 1,500 lbs. � e military uses them to drop tanks 
from planes.
 � ere are two methods: � e swan dive and the backward fall, also known 
as the “Elevator to Hell.” I opt for the backward fall. Start out with hands 
across your chest on the shoulder straps, and leap away from the platform 
backwards. It’s the safest way to go, and emotionally easier if you don’t like 
looking down from great heights.
 I close my eyes and try to � nd the proper mental state to do this. � ere 
isn’t one. My mind is clear, except for the fact that I eventually have to get 
this over with.
 My legs make the leap without my permission. I am now out and away 
from the platform and falling at an ever increasing rate, and I haven’t yet 
realized what I have done.
 In dreams I’ve had of falling (you know, the kind we all have when you 
wake up before you hit and wake to � nd you’ve fallen out of bed), they have 
all returned here to haunt me. � e feeling I had dreamed of was accurate, 
but only a millionth of the intensity I now feel. It is still frightening. I am 
frightened to a point I had never imagined possible, but I am still in control 
of myself. I am powerless to stop this fall, so I wait for it to end — for the 
ultimate “trust fall” to end, and I don’t know when I will be caught.
 � en it is over. During the fall, it seemed an eternity. But in the end it 
was not far enough. I could actually stand to fall further.
 On the way home down Highway 126, me and one other jumper stop at 
a li� le place called Ike’s Pizza for lunch. I want to talk about the jump, but 
I’m content to just sit and watch football while we eat. I want to calm down 
and the pizza helps. I’m not yet sure how I feel about the day, but I know I’ll 
have to do this again.

Read the full article online at: arik.org/1990/bungee/

Arik Hesseldahl: 
NY Journalist and LB Alum

Learn more about Arik Hesseldahl:

Website:  arik.org
Twitter:   @ahess247

provided photo

What do you think?
Both letters to the editor 

and guest columns are wel-
come.

Submit your thoughts to 
commuter@linnbenton.edu

The Commuter attempts to print all letters received, although we reserve the 
right to edit for grammar and length. Letters that raise libel, poor taste or 
privacy concerns will not be printed.



Alex Porter
Contributing Writer

 The lines stretch for miles, the wait seems end-
less and patience seems wavering. 
 During the first week of each term, the LBCC 
Bookstore is always abundant with loud chatter and 
people everywhere. Students are all in line waiting to 
buy books and supplies for their upcoming classes. 
There is always help in the bookstore for students 
looking for books or classroom requirements.
 Kayleen Justensen, a junior at LBCC, has been 
going to the bookstore to buy books for about three 
years. She talks about her process of buying books 
from the store.
 “Typically, I print off my schedule and take it in 
to the bookstore, and the helpful staff help me find 
my books,” said Justensen.
 However, some students pay for books out of 
pocket or with financial aid, which in some cases 
can be difficult considering what some books costs. 
Workbooks and textbooks can range from a couple 
to a couple hundred dollars, depending on the class 
and the textbook.
 “They change a few pages and make new editions, 
causing the price to rise or making it hard or impos-
sible to find online,” said Laniesse Sherman, a new 
student to the LBCC campus. “They also charge a 
huge price for an online code where you don’t even 
get anything out of it, because it is a one time use.”
 The first week of a new term at the bookstore 
always seems the most tedious. The waiting line 
where students wait to buy books seems to last for-
ever. Though comfortable music plays and you are 
able to stand with friends and chat, the wait is not 
for everyone.
 A couple students had a few ideas of how to 
make the bookstore line move a little faster and 
smoother.
 “I think they should let more than just two 
people in a time or just make a bigger bookstore,” 

said Angie Erickson-Witwicky, an attending junior 
at LBCC.
 “Perhaps they should open a second bookstore,” 
said Justensen.
 According to Lawrence LaJoie, LBCC bookstore 
manager, the bookstore has been working hard to 
accommodate the needs of students dealing with 
prices of books and ways to save money. They are 
proud to announce that for fall term, they saved the 
students $138,747 through two major initiatives:

Their aggressive 5 percent off for everybody and 1. 
10 percent off when they texted in “LBCC” to 
their unique number. Approximately 3,400 stu-
dents took advantage of the texting discount. 
The discount was good on almost everything 
in the store, including textbooks. This saved the 

students over $89,000 on their course materi-
als, supplies and more.

They rigorously expanded their textbook rental 2. 
offerings from 25 titles last year to almost 100 
titles this year. They rented over 1,300 books 
this term, saving the students over $49,000 ver-
sus buying the books.

 The employees worked hard to provide the best 
service possible to our students, to give them a great 
start to the new academic year. The two initiatives 
were done throughout all campuses.
 While they will continue to provide as many 
rental options as possible for students going for-
ward, it is yet to be determined whether they will 
continue to discount the entire store every term.
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Ron Borst
Contributing Writer

 In today’s world of rapid-fire tech-
nology and gadgets that do it all for us, 
Jan Kern gets it done in an “old-school” 
sort of way.
 Among stacks of books in a quiet 
and cozy bookstore on Main Street in 
Lebanon, Ore., Kern has built a follow-
ing. The one-time nurse, advertising 
researcher, and kindergarten teacher 
has no qualms about running the book 
business in a new age of publishing.
 Jan’s Books and David’s Sports 
Cards ( Jan’s son has a stake) sells a 
mix of new and used books, sports 
cards and collectibles. Kern started the 
store in 2003, and with a work ethic 
that seems outdated. She has made the 
store a well known book hub in and 
out of the quaint little town.
 After five bouts with cancer, Kern, 
the Non-Hodgkins survivor, doesn’t 
seem to recognize the word “quit.”  
 “We find books at the best price 
and never mark-up shipping,” she 
said. Kern says she searches databases 
and shipping options diligently. That 
kind of approach to her customers has 
resonated in this small, tight-knit com-
munity. Her customers are repeat buy-
ers who tell their friends. Advertising 
on KSHO radio is good, “but word of 
mouth is my advertising.” Kern went 
on to say that the multiple book clubs 
she belongs to help find the absolute 
best option for the customer.
 Kern’s nursing and teaching in-
stincts haven’t been forgotten in the 
used bookstore. The store ships books 
to prisons and homeschoolers. They 
help provide GED study material to 
prisoners as well. Jan’s Books also sup-
plies free maps for tourists in the sum-
mer, who are a large part of the store’s 
business. Kern encourages customers 
to donate maps when they can.
 The always busy Kern isn’t lost on 
homegrown writing. Jan’s Books spe-
cializes in local authors and Oregon 
literature.
 When it comes to the internet, 
Kern isn’t intimidated by the success 
of products like Kindle and Nook. “It 
has had zero effect on my sales,” said 
Kern, and she warned consumers to 
beware of abridged versions of books, 
a common mistake when buying vir-
tual books.
 Paperback fiction makes up the larg-
est slice of the sales pie at Jan’s Books, 
but anything from shop manuals and 
textbooks to “The Outsiders” by S. E. 
Hinton is available. The literary world 
is at your fingertips inside Jan’s Books. 
 “I find stuff here cheaper than else-
where,” said Kristen Lee, who shops at 
Jan’s Books and drives from Salem to 
look for books.
 Kern enjoys spending time with her 
fellow Sweet Home Elkettes and doing 
needlepoint sewing when at home, but 
admits she rarely has free time. She 
smiled and claimed, “I amdoing my 
hobby.”

Ron Borst
Contributing Writer

 For cheaper college textbooks, I’d 
walk a mile. 
 Less expensive textbooks for your 
college classes exist. To find them is a 
process of outlining and prioritizing 
resources. This task will require dili-
gence as well as patience. And some 
moxie.
 The staff at the LBCC Bookstore 
are always cheery and helpful. LBCC 
students can appreciate the conve-
nience of on-site textbooks. “I bought 
two used textbooks and rented an-
other, saving money instead of paying 
retail,” said Dana Wikner, a business 
administration student at LBCC.
 Wikner added how renting would 
have been better for all three if it were 
available. Some just cannot afford the 
prices, even non-retail options. Some 
students have to find other avenues 
for access to textbooks.
 The key here is to be assertive. Just 
by Googling, we find two used book-
stores in the area. Okay, I didn’t search, 
I just know that No Garbage Books 
downtown is close by, and about one 
mile from my house is Browsers.
 But the best has been Jan’s Books 
in Lebanon. That bookstore has been 

entirely adept at finding books for my-
self, and finding those books at great 
prices.
 In fact, owner Jan Kern can get just 
about anything in the way of books. 
Often at the best price available, here 
or on the web. Ordering books, if it is 
not on the shelves, involves shipping, 
and that can be up to ten days some-
times.
 The customer service at Jan’s Books 
is second-to-none, and the thorough-
ness at which the best books and 
prices are chosen is impressive. Kern’s 
network of book clubs, retailers and 
sellers, and personal contacts make 
for a pleasant and efficient transac-
tion.
 Yes, most of the sales at the down-
town Lebanon bookstore are for 
standard bookstore fare: paperback 
fiction and the latest best-seller. But 
college textbooks are accessible via 
Jan’s search prowess and awesome 
prices. “We can find the best option,” 
said Kern.
 Be prepared for delays in shipping, 
older editions, and material differ-
ences by utilizing student resources. 
The Learning Center at LBCC offers 
a basketful of helpful resources and 
personnel. The Computer Lab has 
desktop and printer access. The Math 

Lab has tutors and textbooks. The 
Writing Center has tutors, textbooks, 
MLA handbooks, proofreading, and 
workshop style tutoring. Use these 
valuable resources.
 The most important resource may 
be the campus library where the staff is 
extremely helpful. Most textbooks are 
available for students, from two-hour 
checkouts to two-day checkouts.
 Some older textbooks have been 
“shelved,” library lingo for an outdated 
edition that is available for the stan-
dard three week checkout. Most of 
the time, similar titles have very simi-
lar content. Outdated editions for, say, 
political science do not change much. 
The library also has copiers for print-
ing pages of textbooks.
 Fellow students, study groups, and 
labs may also be good opportunities to 
access valuable textbook information. 
Being able to organize a study group is 
of enormous importance. The value of 
a good study group is immeasurable. 
Oregon State University has a student 
website called Beaversnest, which also 
has a classified section for textbooks.
 The two public libraries in Albany 
may also have some textbooks. Espe-
cially in cases where textbooks consist 
of paperback novels like Edna Buch-
anan’s “The Corpse Had A Familiar 

Face” and American classics such as 
Hemingway’s “The Old Man and the 
Sea.”
 Amazon and Ebay – With today’s 
instant worldwide connectivity, one 
can order textbooks online relatively 
inexpensively and conveniently. “I 
bought all three of my books on Ama-
zon for less than $20 each and got 
free shipping,” said Katie Clennan, a 
fermentation science major. 
 But shipping is not a certainty for 
time. The web has a number of outlets 
for textbooks, and of course, Facebook 
has pages for textbook relief. The age 
of social networking is upon us, and 
the future should bring better coordi-
nation to the “textbook club” and an 
awareness about textbook resources.
 As we race into the future, gadgets 
are everywhere. Devices like the Kin-
dle, Sony E-Reader and the Nook are 
bringing books together with technol-
ogy.
 Generally speaking, having a text-
book at your disposal at all times is the 
essence of convenience. The thrifty 
student has a truckload of options to 
be successful at college without pay-
ing retail prices for textbooks. Use 
those sources to lower your learning 
costs and enhance your education.

Jan’s Books

Where:  678 Main St, Lebanon
Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat.  9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Phone:  (541) 258-7151
Email: sisterhenry@comcast.net

Jan’s Books:
Book Buying Options

How to Lower Your Textbook Costs

The LBCC Bookstore:
Saving Students Money

MJ Kelly
Amber Buys rings up LBCC sophomores Megan Traeger (right) and Abby Temple. 
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Dear Conscience,

How do you handle 
holiday stress?

We offer advice on ANY topic from two different points of view. 
Send your questions to: commuter@linnbenton.edu

Have questions? We have answers. 

“Dear Conscience” does not necessarily re� ect the views of any of � e Commuter sta� .

Danya Hayder
Shoulder Angel

I understand holidays are so 
stressful, with all the running 

around, and going against those 
crazed shoppers (they do get really 
scary in December). 
 So what does one do with all that 
holiday stress?
 � at’s simple – do not, under any 
circumstance, go crazy with Holiday 
Stress Fever (yes, I do think there is 
one, and you may become contagious, 
be warned it spreads very quickly). 
 When you are shopping, and 
the holiday edge starts to get to you, 
please do not go crazy.
 I can tell you, I hate violence, 
especially around holidays. It’s a time 
for thankfulness, gi�  giving, and 
happy people. It is not a time to tackle 
a poor innocent person who just 
happens to be buying the last toy that 
you want to buy.
 You can take a break, take a nice 
calming breath, and remember others 
are just trying to get along with the 
holidays as well. 
 You don’t have to go crazy. Please, 
just don’t get Holiday Stress Fever. It’s 
contagious.

Sex       CampusAND 
THE

First Alternative Co-op

Indulge Yourself

SOUTH CORVALLIS

1007 SE 3rd St
(541)753-3115

NORTH CORVALLIS

2855 NW Grant (at 29th)
(541)452-3115

with

Fair Trade Chocolate

Dale Hummel
Staff  Writer

Well, the election is over. No more political 
commercials, mailers, phone calls, or people 
on the street corner asking for your vote. With 

the re-election of Barack Obama come some questions.
 Is the Republican Party in trouble? Is that group 
of what many people call rich, middle-age white men 
disappearing? � at group is called the Conservatives.
 On many college campuses, just the mention of the 
“C” word brings on eye rolls, arguments and heated 
debates. In today’s world of political correctness, many 
people may label conservatives as rich, out-of-touch, 
woman-hating homophobes and racists. 
 � is is probably why Mi�  Romney lost his bid for the 
O�  ce of the President.

 According to Fox News (more eye rolls), the majority 
of minority groups did not vote for Romney. According 
to many in the main stream media, most conservatives 
are rich, out of touch, woman-hating homophobes and 
racists who are middle-aged white men who did not vote 
for Obama. � is kind of labeling seems to have given 
conservatives a bad name, hence, the “C” word.
 Not all conservatives are evil. Some are actually very 
nice people. Just because they disagree with President 
Obama doesn’t make them racist and evil. So remember, 
the next time you come in contact with a person who 
claims they have opinions that are of the “C” word, please 
be nice.
 A� er all, conservatives are people too, and a 
conservative, or even a Tea Party member, (liberal 
progressives insert gasps here), could be the next 
president of the United States.

Conservative Is Not a Dirty Word 

Question: I’m here to get a 
degree (I mean, that’s why 

people come her, right?), but I 
don’t know what degree to get. 
What should I be going for?

Answer: LBCC has four kinds 
of degrees, and a number of 

certi� cates. � e best way to begin 
� guring out which is best for you 
is to talk to and Academic advisor 
in the area you are interested in; or, if you are completely 
undecided, then come into the Career Center in Takena 
Hall, do some free career testing, and maybe meet with 
one of our career counselors. We can help you with this 
decision.
 � at said, here’s a brief introduction to LBCC’s degrees.
� ere are two types of degrees that are aimed at helping 
you transfer to a university, � e Associate of Arts Oregon 
Transfer degree, and � e Associate of Science degree. � e 
names of these degrees are a li� le elusive. 
 � e Associate of Arts degree is not � lled with art 
classes, and � e Associate of Science is not necessarily 
� lled with science courses. � e phrases are used 
symbolically. � e Associate of Arts is a general, block 
transfer that all community colleges in Oregon o� er, 
and all of our state universities accept (as do many of the 
private universities). Although you can pick a “major” or 
“emphasis” with this degree, you don’t have to. You can 
wait and declare the major as you move from LB to your 
university.
 � e Associate of Science is a phrase that is code for 
“transfer to Oregon State University.” � e majority of our 
students who want to move on to a university want to 
go to OSU, so we have developed a degree to meet their 
requirements as closely as possible. Again, there are many 
di� erent majors you can declare when using the Associate 
of Science degree form, and you’ll want to meet with an 

advisor to be sure that you are doing the right thing.
 � en we have the Associate of Applied Science 
Degrees. � e key word here is “Applied.” � ese are all the 
job oriented, career technical degrees. Everything from 
automotive to nursing to welding, and many more. If 
you’re goal is to get a degree and get a job right away, you’ll 
want to consider an Associate of Applied Science.
 Finally, there is the General Studies Degree. It is 
what it says it is, general. � is is a degree that has some 
requirements, but is mostly electives. It gives students 
greater � exibility and choice, and works well for a student 
who wants to build more than one specialization into a 
single degree, or as a “plan B,” if something else does not 
work out for you. 
 � e General Studies Degree does not call for you to 
declare a major, but there are employers who just need 
you to have a degree, and don’t care what it is in. And then 
there are employers that need a mix of skills, broader than 
you could � t into one of our other degrees. If that’s the 
case, than this is the degree for you. But, realistically, most 
students will need something more speci� c as they move 
from LBCC to the world of work or a university.
 So, those are the degree types. Obviously, within 
most of these degrees you will have a speci� c major 
that will make up a large portion of your course work. 
To fully understand that course work, please see your 
academic advisor. It’s the only way to really understand the 
requirements of any degree.

Mark Weiss

Mark Weiss has been a counselor and adviser at LBCC 
for 20 years. The purpose of this column is to answer 
students’ questions about the college, academic advis-
ing, and how to be successful at LBCC. Please send 
your questions to mark.weiss@linnbenton.edu or stop 
by the Career and Counseling Center in Takena Hall.

Advice from Weiss

Mark Weiss
Counselor

Play to Your Strengths

Ian Butcher
A&E Editor

I’m going to go out on a limb and 
assume that at some point in your 

life, you’ve wished you could look/
act like someone else when playing 
the dating game. You might have 
thought “If only I had con� dence 
like George Clooney or was built 
like Ryan Gosling. Maybe then my 
ba� ing averages would improve.” Well 
guess what, this a� itude will get you 
nowhere.  
 Believe me, I know – there’s always 
at least one thing about ourselves that 

we each wish we could change. 
 However, focusing on the traits 
that we don’t have rather than the 
traits that we do have won’t get you 
anywhere in the dating world. � e 
key is to move pasts these insecurities 
about yourself and learn to play to 
your strengths.  
 Case and point, I know that I’m 
not the world’s best looking guy. I 
have messed up teeth. I have a stu� er. 
I’m very wiry. I don’t exactly � t the 
role (in mind or in body) of the 
manly alpha male. Here’s the key, 
though: that doesn’t bother me.  
 I don’t focus on what I’m not, 
I focus on what I am. I can be very 
funny and quick-wi� ed. Just because I 
have a wiry build doesn’t mean I don’t 

keep myself in shape. 
 I can be very sociable and easy to 
get along with. � e point is, I know 
what I do well and I lead with that. I 
have con� dence in the things that I 
know I can do and do well. And isn’t 
con� dence really all you need?
 So when thinking about what you 
aren’t, why not try thinking about 
what you are? Seriously, just sit down 
for � ve minutes and honestly think 
about the things that you excel at. 
 � inking about your pros and not 
your cons as opposed to wallowing in 
your own chaotic insecure delusions 
will get you a lot farther in the dating 
world. Figure out what your strengths 
are and use them.

Nick Foster
Shoulder Devil

The holidays are easily � lled with 
many ways that stress can get to 

you, such as worries of ge� ing that 
� anksgiving dinner prepared or 
ge� ing all of those gi� s for all of your 
family. And even with that, you might 
not even know what to get them for 
Christmas and all of the returns. 
 If all that stress builds up to an 
absurd amount, there could be the 
possibilty to blow up from pure 
frustration of everything thats going 
on and give up.
 � ough thankfully, there are ways 
to deal with it, such as playing those 
“kill everything in sight” video games, 
or going to the gym and working 
yourself until you’re too tired to do 
anything. � e stress would melt away.
 And of course, another way is to 
just not deal with it. If the holidays 
cause you stress, throw them aside, 
though that could be rather di�  cult 
for some of you. Give it a go anyways, 
though if others are involved it may 
be di�  cult to try and convince them 
to do so as well.
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Albany’s 
Veterans Day Parade

photos by Ron Borst

On Saturday, Nov. 10, 
hundreds lined the streets 
of downtown Albany 
to watch the annual 
Veterans Day Parade 
and honor the men 
and women who have 
served the country. See 
more photos online at 
commuter.linnbenton.edu
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The LBCC Volleyball team will play their first game in the championship Thursday, Nov. 
15, against Walla Walla in Gresham at 9 a.m. Be sure to check the LB website for updates. 
Good luck, RoadRunners! To see the NWAACC Volleyball Bracket, go to http://bit.ly/
TH7GCo

Volleyball Heads to 
NWAACC Championship

Oregon State senior Patricia Bright goes up against a Western 
Washington player during a Nov. 10 game. The Beaver women 
scored a 71-59 win over Western Washington.

OSU Women’s Basketball

Shuo Xu

The Commuter
Advertising Department

Reach a Wide •	
Audience

A•	 ffordable 
Rates

P•	 rint & Online 
Ad Options

Contact Commuter Ads at 541-917-4452 
commuterads@linnbenton.edu

Roadrunner
Women’s

Basketball
The women’s basketball team goes to Everett, Wash. 
next to play in the Everett CC Tournament starting 
Nov. 16. Be sure to check the LBCC website for up-
dates. The men play at home on Nov. 16 against Lin-
field JV at 7 p.m. Come and root them on!

Michael DeChellis

Women’s basketball head coach Teresa Guerra goes over plays with her 
team during a scrimmage game against Umpqua Nov. 10. 

See more photos from the scimmage online at: commuter.linnbenton.edu.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
3:00 PM
LaSells Stewart Center

Chopin: Piano Concerto No. 2
with Alexander Tutunov, piano
Debussy: Nocturnes
Ravel: Daphnis et Chloe, Part 2

RESERVED TICKETS:
$18, $25, $30 in advance
$20, $27, $32 at the door
www.cosusymphony.org

GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS:
$18 in advance
$20 at the door 
Grass Roots Books & Music
Gracewinds Music

CAFA and student discounts apply

for all

Corvallis

Chopin, Debussy, and Ravel
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

CORVALLIS-OSU
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~ Holiday Fare ~~ Holiday Fare ~~ Holiday Fare ~~ Holiday Fare ~~ Holiday Fare ~
219 SW 2nd Street

Corvallis, OR
97333

Phone (541) 754-0181
Fax (541) 758-1393

Let Us Cater your Holiday Party
Breakfast to Dinner and Hors d�’oeuvres,

Gift Certificates & Gift Baskets Too!
www.NewMorningBakery.com

ORDER YOUR THANKSGIVING PIES & ROLLS HERE!

Pies*  (All are 9" deep dish)
Pumpkin (garnished with whipped cream add $1.00) ...........................$13.50
Pecan ................................................................................................................. $14.50
Apple (Traditional or Dutch Crunch) ........................................................$11.95
Oregon Marionberry .................................................................................... $11.95
Cherry ............................................................................................................... $11.95
Kentucky Bourbon Chocolate Pecan ........................................................$17.50

*Gluten Free Pies Available, Prices Vary
Dinner Rolls  ..........................................................1/2 Doz ......................... $3.95

Parkerhouse, Butterflake, Challah, Buttermilk Sesame, Whole Wheat
Sweet Breads .................................................................................................. $6.95

Cranberry Orange,  Triple Ginger, Pumpkin Date Nut,  Banana
Tortes & Tarts
Pumpkin Roll

(Available 1/2 or full log size!)................................................ $19.95- 39.95
Cranberry (or Marionberry) Walnut Tart

With a cheesecake filling ......................................................................$39.00
Almond Pear Tart With Poached pears & Frangipane filling .................................$44.95
Pumpkin Cheesecake Garnished with whipped cream & chocolate

6" - $23.00          9�” (Serves 14-18) - $39.00
Fruitcake (Shipping Available!)........................ 1 lb - $10.95 .............. 2 lb - $19.95

Honey Natural~Made with natural dried fruits, nuts, and brandy
Traditional English~Dark and rich with candied fruit, nuts, and rum

Gingerbread Houses ~ Decorated Gingerbread Houses  OR
 Decorate your own  using one of our freshly baked Gingerbread House Kits

Kits (with instuctions)  $17.95     Fully Decorated Houses  $48.50
Coming Soon...Christmas Cookies Galore : Recipes from around the world! Gingerbread

Beings, Czechoslovakian Cookies, Hazelnut Noel Bars, Biscotti Florentines, Raspberry Delights,
Tia Elena�’s, Austrian Spritz, Mexican Weddding Cakes, Fruitcake Bars,  Decorated Butter

Shortbread, and more!
We can Send Holiday Treats to Your Friends, Family and Clients.

Michael Rivera
Video/Sports Editor

 After a tough fight in Palo Alto, The Beavers come 
back to Corvallis, bruised and battered, after a seri-
ously physical game with Stanford.
 Oregon State falls from No. 11 to No. 16 in the 
BCS and to No. 15 in the AP Poll as Stanford (now 
No. 13 in BCS and No.14 in the AP) holds on to beat 
the Beavers, 27-23. The Beavers have posted their 
second consecutive loss on the road, pushing them 
further away from the a national bowl game.
 This season, the Beavers have been plagued with 
injury after injury. Linebacker D.J Alexander and 
offensive lineman Grant Enger both missed a lot of 
playing time this weekend. Riley is looking forward 
to them returning this weekend against Cal, but 
wouldn’t say how much they would be playing. Run-
ning back Storm Woods has been struggling with his 
left knee all season and sat out against Arizona State. 
He came back in this game, going 94 yards on 15 car-
ries, looking like an unstoppable force – something 
Riley is very proud of. Terron Ward had only five 
carries for seven yards, which was the only Beavers 
rushing touchdown of the game.
 The Beavers defense played great ball; they forced 
a total of four turnovers against Stanford. Both de-
fensive backs Ryan Murphy and Rashaad Reynolds 
had pick Stanford’s redshirt freshman Kevin Hogan, 
while Sean Martin and Michael Doctor both recov-
ered fumbles. Still, Hogan managed to throw for 254 

yards and 3 touchdowns and running back Stepfan 
Taylor dropped 114 yards on 19 carries and a touch-
down.
 On the last play for Oregon State in last Satur-
day’s game, Beavers quarterback Cody Vaz ended up 
injuring his ankle. Vaz had struggled a bit during the 
game with taking many hits after throws. He had two 
passes batted down that were almost intercepted. 
Vaz needed to be helped off the field and a cold Sean 
Mannion stepped into a 4th and 15 situation, with 
only 1:57 left on the clock. Mannion barely over-
threw what would have been a game changer.
 Vaz is expected to return to practice this Wednes-
day, while he lets his ankle heal. Mannion has been 
patiently waiting in the wings for Coach Mike Riley 
to give him the go. With this injury, Riley finds him-
self in a quarterback controversy, again, dealing with 
the big question of whether Vaz is the starter.
 “I’m not going to say that right now. In fact, I 
don’t need to say that right now. Right now, he [Vaz] 

is not healthy,” said Riley in interviews with the me-
dia on Monday.
 Mannion, who was named the starter in the be-
ginning of the season, lost the starting job to Vaz 
after he threw his fourth interception of the game 
in their first loss against Washington. Mannion has 
been nursing his knee after receiving surgery to fix 
his meniscus. With Vaz questionable for Saturday 
night’s game, coach Riley describes him as “chomp-
ing at the bit,” preparing to step into a starting role 
again. Riley also describes Mannion as handling be-
ing benched in a very professional manner.
 “As much as it might be eating him up inside, he’s 
not showing it outwardly in practice. He’s a neat kid. 
Like I said before, a lot of adults can’t handle disap-
pointment like that, let alone a young kid,” said Ri-
ley. “So, I’m proud of him. One thing’s for sure: He’ll 
be ready if he’s the starter.”
 According to osubeavers.com, Saturday’s game 
will be a host to  Military Appreciation Day. Current 
and former military personnel can stop by Gill Coli-
seum ticket office and received a reserved tickets (up 
to six) for $28 dollars. For more information, con-
tact the Oregon State Ticket Office at 1-800-GO-
BEAVS.
 Now, the Beavers get ready to start their two-
game home stretch with Cal this weekend at 7:30. 
With many questions about who will or should be 
the quarterback, the Beaver Nation is just a week 
and a half away from facing No. 2 Oregon.

Oregon State Falls to Stanford; 
Drops to #16 in BCS

Michael Rivera
Video/Sports Editor

 The Oregon State 
Men’s Basketball team is 
off to a hot start as they roll 
over Niagara 102-83 and 
New Mexico State 71-62 
in the regional 2K Sports 
Classic, a tournament 
to benefit the Wounded 
Warrior Project.
 Junior Roberto Nel-
son led the Beavers with 
22 points. Starting point 
guard Ahmad Starks has 
shown why he is the real 
deal in this Beaver offense, 
dropping 18 points and 7 
rebounds against Niagara. 
A total of six Oregon State 
players had double-digits 
in scoring.
 Starks was just getting warmed up against Niagara, as he put up a career-high 
33 points, 5 rebounds, 5 assists and 4 steals against New Mexico State. Starks was 
named PAC-12 Player of the Week. Stark is the first player since Gary Payton in 
1988 (9 total while at Oregon State)  to receive this award in the first week of 
play. This is the second time Starks has won the award.
 Like the Beavers, Alabama  is coming off two fresh home wins against South 
Dakota State and West Alabama. The Crimson Tide are led by guard Trevor 
Lacey, who dropped 15 points against SDSU and 23 points on West Alabama.
 Now, the Beavers (2-0 in regular season play) get set to play Alabama in the 
Championship 2K Sports Classic, held in the glamorous Madison Square Gar-
den, this Thursday, Nov. 15 at 4 p.m. After that game, it will be Villanova vs. Pur-
due. The consolation match will be at 2 p.m. on Friday and the winner’s match 
will commence at a time to be announced. Head Coach Craig Robinson (in his 
fifth year) and the Beavers are off to a hot start as they get ready to play in New 
York’s finest arena for the first time in the Beaver Nation history.

Starks Named PAC-
12 Player of the Week; 

Beavs headed to Madison 
Square Gardens

vs

Final Score: 23-27
Next Game: Nov. 17 vs Cal 

Home - 7:30 p.m.

Upcoming Games

LBCC
Volleyball•	

Nov. 15 in Gresham
NWAACC Championship

Check LBCC website for updates

Men’s Basketball•	
Nov. 16 vs. Linfield JV

Home - 7 p.m.

Women’s Basketball•	
Nov. 16 in Everett, Wash.
Everett CC Tournament

Check LBCC website for updates

Oregon State
Volleyball•	

Nov. 16 @ Washington State

Nov. 17 @ Washington

Nov. 20 vs USC
Home - 8 p.m.

Men’s Basketball•	
Nov. 15 vs. Alabama - Time TBA

Women’s Basketball•	
Nov. 20 vs UC Santa Barbara

Home - 11 a.m.

from 
the 

sidelines

beaverbasketball/ flickr.com
OSU point guard Ahmad Starks in a game 
against the USC Trojans. Starks is averaging 
25.5 points per game. He made career-high 6 
three-pointers against Niagara on Nov. 9. 



Bone Marrow Registry Drive
Takena Hall ∙ 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Help save lives ... become a donor! 
Sponsored by the LBCC Student 
Nurses Association.

Free Flu Shot Clinic
Cascade View Rooms CC-203, 205 ∙ 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Flu shots are free of charge for unin-
sured or those insured through the 
Oregon Health Plan. Those with pri-
vate insurance may have the shot given 
for a fee of $20.  Administered by Linn 
County Public Health.

Poetry Presentation by Rita Calvin
Library Reading Room ∙ 4 p.m.
Since retiring as our President in 2010, 
Rita has enjoyed the art of travel jour-
naling -- using poetry and watercolor 
to record her impressions of the places 

and people she visits.  Her presenta-
tion will focus on her travel journals 
created in Morocco, India, Baja Cali-
fornia, Ireland and Spain.

Veterans Club Meeting
SSH Conference Room ∙11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

Active Minds Meeting 
NSH 207 ∙ Noon
Active Minds, the psychology club 
dedicated to raising awareness of men-
tal health issues on college ca.m.puses 
is having a meeting.  Come and bring 
your creativity and help us create a 
ca.m.pus community that cares.

Benton Center Acoustic Showcase
Benton Center Student Lounge ∙ Noon to 
1 p.m.
Mike McLaren will take you down 
to the midnight crossroads. “Three 
chords, couple o’ words, lots of moa-
nin’. groanin’, slidin’ ... and everything 
will be all right.”

WTF – Wild Thinkers Forum
Albany Board Room ∙ 3 to 5 p.m.

Men’s Basketball Game
Activities Center ∙ 7 to 9 p.m.
Men’s Basketball Game VS Linfield JV

Ceramics Slide Lecture with Steph-
an Mickey
BC 244 ∙ 7 to 8 p.m.
Former Mt. Hood cera.m.ics instruc-
tor, Stephen Mickey, will share his 
work and firing experience from his 
Soulga.m.a wood-fire kiln in a Friday 
evening slide lecture open to the pub-
lic at no cost.

Free Movie Night at Benton Center
BC 204 ∙ 7 p.m.
Students, take a break from the mid-
term push and join us for “Finding 
Joe,” an inspiring film based on the 
work of Mythologist Joseph Campbell 
about how to live a fully realized life 
through The Hero’s Journey: the chal-
lenges, the fears, the dragons, the bat-
tles, and the return home as a changed 
person. Free popcorn and drinks pro-
vided by LBCC Student Life & Lead-
ership.

  

Benton Center Ceramics Work-
shop
BC 140 ∙ 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Stephen Mickey will demonstrate his 
clay techniques in a day-long work-
shop that includes a no-host potluck. 

Annual Turkey Trot
Courtyard ∙ Noon
Albany Campus Turkey Trot with raf-
fle tickets for every five laps complet-
ed. Open to students, staff, and faculty. 
Cosponsored by the IACE and Well-
ness. (Rain Location: Upstairs)

LBCC Closed

LBCC Closed

Veterans Club Meeting
SSH Conference Room ∙11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

Fall Choir Concert
Russell Tripp Theater ∙7:30 to 10 p.m.
The Linn-Benton Community Col-
lege choirs will perform “A World in 
Harmony.”

Active Minds Meeting 
NSH 207 ∙ Noon
Active Minds, the psychology club 
dedicated to raising awareness of men-
tal health issues on college ca.m.puses 
is having a meeting.  Come and bring 
your creativity and help us create a 
ca.m.pus community that cares.

Men’s Basketball Game
Activities Center ∙ 7 to 9 p.m.
Men’s Basketball VS Linfield JV
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Friday                             11/23

If you have a Campus Event, 
please e-mail them to 

commuter@linnbenton.edu.

Monday                          11/19
Friday                             11/16

Saturday                         11/17Campus 
Events

Thursday                        11/22

Wednesday                     11/14

Thursday                        11/15

Thursday                        11/29

Friday                             11/30

ROOM FOR RENT IN NORTH ALBANY AREA
MONTHLY RENT: $450 - INCLUDES UTILITIES

Newer one-level home located in a country setting with immediate 
access to both north-bound and south-bound I-5. Just 20 minutes to 
LBCC and Lebanon. Great for an intern, college student, retiree, or 
someone desiring a more long term rental situation. The room is cur-
rently furnished with a twin bed and 2 dressers and includes a private 
bathroom. Also included are shared use of an office with broadband 
Internet, 52-inch satellite TV, large kitchen, dining room, family room, 
front room, 2 exterior decks, and parking in attached garage. Home is 
well insulated and very quiet. A heat pump and central air condition-
ing provides year round comfort. I am looking for someone who is re-
sponsible and reliable. No parties, alcohol, pets or drugs. Must provide 
proof of income and references. Rental agreement required. Also, must 
like animals as I currently have 1 dog and 5 cats. If interested, please call 
me at (360) 909-9309 with any questions you may have.

Help Wanted
Sign up at www.linnbenton.edu/go/StudentEmployment to 
look at student & graduate jobs.  After completing a simple 
Student Employment Profile form, you will have access to job 
postings, many of them are self-referrals. If you have questions, 
please email jobs@linnbenton.edu or call 541.917.4803. 

Caregiver (#10037 Sweet Home) Caregiver needed for 
client in Sweet Home for companionship, meal prepara-
tion, light housekeeping and medication reminders. Hours 
will be Monday - Friday, mid-morning into the afternoon 
with the possibility to increase with the right person.

Computer Tech Support (#10024 Corvallis) Tech sup-
port/sales when needed. Work well with the public. Must 
be able to multi-task. Must have Windows experience.

eate complex Excel spreadsheets, entering data into Or-
acle software applications, running Discoverer reports, 
processing sales orders, filing, providing backup phone 
coverage for the Customer Service Desk.

Warehouse & Customer Service (#10039, Albany) 
Provide warehouse, delivery and customer service for a 
local wood products company. Saturdays Shifts. Will work 
around class schedule during the week.

Deadline: Ads accepted by 5 
p.m. Friday will appear in the 
following Wednesday issue. 
Ads will appear only once 
per submission. If you wish 
a particular ad to appear in 
successive issues, you must 
resubmit it.

Cost: Ads that do not solicit 
for a private business are free 
to students, staff and faculty. 
All others are charged at a rate 
of 10 cents per word, payable 
when the ad is accepted.

Personals: Ads placed in the 
“Personals” category are lim-
ited to one ad per advertiser 
per week; no more than 50 
words per ad.

Libel/Taste: The Commuter 
won’t knowingly publish ma-
terial that treats individuals 
or groups in unfairly. Any ad 
judged libelous or in poor 
taste by the newspaper edito-
rial staff will be rejected.

Persons having questions about or requests for special needs and accommodations should contact the Disability Coordinator at Linn-Benton 
Community College, RCH-105, 6500 Pacific Blvd. SW, Albany, Oregon 97321, Phone (541)-917-4690 or via Oregon Telecommunications 
Relay TTD at 1-800-735-2900 or 1-800-735-1232.

Contact should be made 72 hours or more in advance of the event.

Classifieds

LBCC News Service

 The improv sketch comedy ensemble “Comedy Syn-
dicate” will perform Saturday, Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Albany Eagles Club, 127 NW Broadalbin Street.
 Inspired by the popular comedy shows “Who's Line is it 
Anyway” and Drew Carey's “Improviganza,” the show brings 
live comedy front and center, as performed by Linn-Benton 
Community College Performing Arts students.
 The show begins at 7:30 p.m., with optional dinner 
seating at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 at the door. Ticket price 

covers the show only.
 This show is open to the public: under 21 admitted. 
Partial proceeds to benefit the LBCC Theater Department. 
For more information, contact the Eagles Club at 541-926-
6622.
 Performing Arts students at Linn-Benton Community 
College stage a publicity photo on the tracks in downtown 
Albany for their upcoming comedy show. Students are, left 
to right, Mike Winder, Travis Bazanele, Denzel Barrie, Kim 
Willaman, Nathan Larrabee, Brandon Breiner, Abe Cusick 
and Emma Barry.

LBCC Theater Department Presents 
“Comedy Syndicate” at Eagles Club

LBCC Theater Department

We go where you go!
fb/LBCCTheCommuter

commuter@linnbenton.edu
commuter.linnbenton.edu

@LBCommuter

           Facebook                    Mail                       Safari                     Twitter
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Wednesday, November 14, 2012 Surreal Living

By Jason Maddox
An LBCC student-generated comic

ARIES
3/21 - 4/19
Everyone seems to want 
a li� le piece of your time 
cause you’re so gosh darn 
likable. Don’t let it keep you from ac-
complishing your own goals.

TAURUS  
4/20 - 5/20
Don’t waste your energy 
trying to make others see 
your logic and rational. 
Some people are just born idiots and 
there’s nothing you can do about it.

GEMINI 
5/21 - 6/21
Been feeling misunder-
stood lately? � at’s prob-
ably cause you’ve been 
talking in your crazy twin speak. Try it 
in English and others will be more apt 
to listen.

CANCER
6/22 - 7/22
You know how to moti-
vate others but your meth-
ods can be emotionally 
draining. Take some time to yourself 
and recharge.

LEO 
7/23 - 8/22
You’re feeling torn in two 
directions. You know 
deep down what you 
should do, but that’s no fun, so I say do 
what you want. What’s the worst that 
could happen?

VIRGO 
8/23 - 9/22
� ere’s something big you 
keep ignoring. It’s not go-
ing to go away on its own. 
Deal with it and move on.

LIBRA 
9/23 - 10/23
You’re falling into panic 
mode. You may have a 
good reason to, but it 
won’t help the situation. Try and keep a 
balanced state of mind.

SCORPIO 
10/24 - 11/21
Your vengeful spirit makes 
it hard for you to walk 
away from a recent be-
trayal. Take the high road. 
� ere’s comfort in knowing that karma 
will get them in the end.

SAGITTARIUS 
11/22 - 12/21
Everyone makes mis-
takes, so don’t dwell on a 
recent one for too long. 
Maybe there’s even a way to make it 
bene� cial.

CAPRICORN
12/22 - 1/19
Doing it all yourself may 
have worked in the past, 
but you’re going to burn 
out. It’s okay to let others help out every 
once in a while.

AQUARIUS
1/20 - 2/18
Nothing seems to be go-
ing right, but the entire 
world is not out to get 
you. Pause, take a breath, and take 
things one at a time.

PISCES 
2/19 - 3/20
You’re trying to make 
sense of an unsensical 
situation. Step back and 
take a look at the bigger picture.

HOROSCOPES

Pam McLagan, English 
Department adjunct faculty 
member, took Alison Ruch’s 
Creative Nonfi ction class 
in the spring of 2012. For 
the class she wrote an essay 
titled “Quilted of Tied?” It 
combines quilt history with 
her personal journey in the 
creation of a quilt for her 
daughter-in-law (pictured) 
and general thoughts on 
quilting in general.

Submit your artwork, 
of any kind, 

to commuter@linnbenton.edu

Submitted 
Art

Options PRC is committed to providing accurate 
information and compassionate care to those 
facing unplanned pregnancies.

We offer free, confidential 
services including:

 Pregnancy test

 Information on your options

 Local physician referrals

 Limited obstetrical ultrasound

Take control of your  
unplanned pregnancy.

Options PRC is committed to providing accurate 
information and compassionate care to those 

Corvallis
541.758.3662

Albany
541.924.0160
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Wednesday, November 14, 2012

By Mason BrittonAn LBCC student-generated comic

Without You
by Mekayla Howard

As I lay awake,
All I can think about is how you always flake.
I don’t know why,
I feel the way, I feel inside.
I don’t know why you were never there,
Like a flame gone out without a flare.
My sorrow heart stings,
My raspy voice only rings.
Why you chose that path,
I hold to you in angry wrath.
Feelings within me fall so profound,
Why you want your world to stop spinning around.
I choose to keep the words within me I will not say,
To keep on moving and plant my feet where you may not lay.

Poetry Spotlight

Submit your poems and artwork to commuter@linnbenton.edu



Wednesday (11/14)

Lots o’ Clouds 55°/39°
� ursday (11/15)

Some Clouds 53°/47°
Friday (11/16)

Watery  55°/47°
Saturday (11/17)

Oh so Gray  57°/44°
Sunday (11/18)

Sprinkly  54°/39°
Monday (11/19)

Showery  52°/44°
Tuesday (11/20)

Rainish  54°/45°
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Wednesday, November 14, 2012 Arts & Entertainment

Sources: IMDb, Yahoo! Movies, Fandango.com

THIS WEEKEND AT THE MOVIES

Anna Karenina
Rated: R
Genre: Books You’ve Never Read

The Commuter is 
EVERYWHERE!
Keep up to date on all 

the latest news.

The Commuter

@lbcommuter

LBCC Commuter

Weather

Source: accuweather.com

Twilight Breaking Dawn pt. 2
Rated: PG-13
Genre: Brooding Bats

Nora Palmtag
News Editor

 Do you love Quentin Tarantino’s directing skills and Bruce 
Lee’s � ghting prowess? � en you have to see “� e Man with the 
Iron Fist.”
 � is is the directorial debut of RZA, born Robert Fitzgerald 
Diggs, leader of Wu-Tang Clan, a hip hop group. A� er following 
Quentin around for approximately 5 years and learning as much 
as he could about directing, RZA co-wrote the screenplay for � e 
Man with the Iron Fist with Eli Roth.
 Who is this RZA? RZA has had a successful hip hop record-
ing career and started acting in such � lms as “American Gangster,” 
“Funny People” and “Repo Men.” He is not only a chess champion, 
but also a very proli� c reader of all types of religious teachings. 
RZA per Wikipedia, “has taken on various aspects of Buddhism, 
Taoism, Confucianism, Islam, and Christianity as stated in his 
book � e Wu-Tang Manual, as well as Hinduism, which he talks 
about thoroughly in � e Tao of Wu in order to expand his spiritual 
growth.”
 � ese spiritual in� uences can be seen in this movie and really 
enhance the story. Set in 19th century China, this � lm stars Russell 
Crowe, Cung Le, Lucy Liu, Byron Mann, RZA, Rick Yune, David 
Bautista, and Jamie Chung.
 � e premise of the movie is the emperor has some gold being 

transported over land by the Geminis, played by Andrew Lin and 
Grace Huang through a jungle village of two feuding clans, the li-
ons and the hyenas, trying to capture said gold. � e martial arts of 
these groups are fantastic and awe-inspiring.
 RZA plays � addeus, a blacksmith in a small village, with Lucy 
Liu, Madam Blossom, running a beautiful whore house, where his 
girlfriend, Lady Silk, is indentured. He is responsible for making 
all the weapons used by all sides in the show to kill each other.
 Russell Crowe is a crusty opium addicted British soldier, who 

appears to be a self-centered man of great appetites and prowess. 
Crowe was only on set for 10 days and did the � lm because of his 
previous knowledge of RZA and the Wu Tang Clan.
 David Bautista, known as Batista, be� er known as an American 
mixed martial artist, bodybuilder, actor, and former professional 
wrestler, does a very credible job of being a bad guy with a magni� -
cent Brass Body, his name in the � lm.
 Also, making a cameo appearance is Pam Grier, as RZA’s moth-
er, who gave her freedom in the South, so that he could be free.
 � e martial arts skills in this movie have not been seen in quite 
a while and it has that extra added lovely addition of Lucy Liu as 
the madam with charm and extra emphasis on customer service.
 Being a great fan of martial arts and more speci� cally, Bruce 
Lee, I was enthralled with the choreographic dance of the actors, 
especially the females in this movie.
 � e only sour point in this � lm was the beginning song, which 
distracted from the opening scenes with bad language and words, 
which were not needed to get the audience engaged.
 � is movie is de� nitely not for the squeamish, with lots of 
blood and bodies and de� nitely for adults, with language, drug and 
sexual content, not meant for children.
 If you want to spend about 96 minutes being entertained in 
a fast-pace, action-packed kung fu � lm in the style of the Shaw 
Brothers with some CGI, then “� e Man with the Iron Fist” will 
really appeal to you.

Ian Butcher
A&E Editor

 “Everybody needs a hobby.”
 “So what’s yours?”
 “Resurrection.”

 � is simple exchange between James Bond 
and the villain is not only a � � ing statement for 
Bond himself, but for how the series has sur-
vived for 50 years. Bond has constantly been 
reinventing himself and “Skyfall” is not excep-
tion to this.
 In the four years since “Quantum of Solace,” 
MGM (the studio behind the Bond � lms) went 
bankrupt, e� ectively suspending any work on 
further Bond � lms. � is very well could have 
been the end for Bond, but those � nancial woes 
were solved and we � nally have a new � lm.  
 “Skyfall” is in many ways the ultimate love 
le� er to Bond. With 2012 being the 50th an-
niversary of the character’s cinematic life, the 
� lmmakers have taken great measures to make 
“Skyfall” not only a celebration of the series’ 
history, but a daring step forward into the fu-
ture.  
 “Skyfall” begins amid a failed a� empt to re-
trieve a stolen hard drive containing the names 
of NATO’s undercover agents. � e mission 
ends with Bond believed dead and the hard 
drive missing.  Meanwhile, M ( Judi Dench) 
as well as the rest of MI6 become the targets 
of cyber terrorist Raoul Silva ( Javier Bardem) 

who has come into possession of the hard 
drive. � is threat prompts Bond to come out of 
his self imposed exile and take down a villain 
with ties to his own past as well as M’s.
 Perhaps the biggest compliment that can 
be given to “Skyfall” is the fact that, more 
than any other Bond � lm to date, there’s real 
dramatic depth. Despite having only directed 
small dramas before this, director Sam Men-
des (American Beauty, Jarhead) perfectly bal-
ances scenes of incredible action and genuine 
humanity. More than any other Bond � lm, 
“Skyfall” delves into Bond’s backstory and the 
events that turned him into the person he is 
today. Mendes does something that rarely ever 
happens: He makes Bond a real human charac-
ter.
 � is more human portrayal of Bond is 
helped tremendously by Daniel Craig’s fan-
tastic performance as 007. Craig continues to 
bring an intensity to Bond that is only matched 
by the vulnerability he gives the character. Feel-
ing obsolete in this digital age, Bond is � nding 
that he might be losing his edge and is seem-
ingly un� t for duty. � is � awed portrayal of 
the character is something that very well may 
cement Craig as the best Bond yet.
 � e rest of the cast also give top notch 
performances. Naomie Harris is a welcome 
addition to the series as MI6 � eld agent Eve. 
However the true Bond girl of “Skyfall” is really 
Judi Dench as M. Her relationship with Bond 
serves as the dramatic backbone of the � lm. 

 Her darker performance provides the series 
with some of its best acted scenes to date. � e 
standout of the cast however is Javier Bardem 
as the villain. Silva is a truly creepy and intense 
character who may go down as one of the se-
ries’ best villains. Despite the fact that he’s not 
introduced until over an hour into the � lm, he 
steals every scene he’s in.  
 Aside from the fantastic performances, 
“Skyfall” also boasts some of the best action 
sequences the series has seen. From the intense 
opening chase in Istanbul to the incredible � nal 
shootout in Scotland, “Skyfall” doesn’t skimp 
on the action. � is, combined with Roger 
Deakins beautiful cinematography, make “Sky-
fall” best looking Bond � lm ever made.
 � is being the 50th anniversary of Bond, 
“Skyfall” is � lled with references back to previ-
ous Bond � lms. “Skyfall” feels like a crossroads 
for the series. � e � lm’s many references to 
past � lms make this feel like the end of an age. 
“Skyfall” is both honoring and pu� ing to bed 
of many of the tropes that have been part of the 
series. At the same time, the � lm feels like the 
beginning of a new and exciting era for Bond.  
 I think that in the 50 year history of Bond, 
“Skyfall” may very well be the best Bond � lm 
ever. No joke. From the amazing action to the 
complexities of the characters, “Skyfall” is truly 
the ultimate Bond � lm. � e � lm ends with the 
declaration “James Bond Will Return” and I for 
one can’t wait.  All in all, I give “Skyfall” a mas-
terful 5/5.  

Bond is Back, Better than Ever

RZA’s “Iron Fists” Packs a Good Punch
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